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PRINCE OF ABISSINTA.” 


„T H18 book{lay the Reviewers) is generally 


5 | read and approved, and the inverition and lan; = 
guage are worthy o of the. Author (Dr. Johnſon)? ” WR 
£ antes: ian, a NT 275, "FM 


1 9 r 

Tu inſtrus len 537 is ou ad in n moſt Tots | 
of this kind, when they canvey any ioſirudtion at 5 
all, is not the predominant part, but ariſes. ac- 

b cidentally i in the courſe, of a ſtory: planned only to 
_ pleaſe. But in this Novel the moral is the. prin= 
cipal object, and the flory is a mere vehicle to, 
convey the inſtruction. A ccordiagiy the tale. is. 


not near ſo Tull” of incidents, nor ſo diverting M 


itſelf, as the ingenious Author, if he had 
not had higher views,. might have eaſily. made 
it; neither is the diſtinction of characters: 
ſufficiently attended to: but. with theſe, (if 
| they. can be callech defects, perhaps no 
A2 book 


4 CHARACTER or RASSEDAS,, 


beok ever inculcated a purer and ſounder mo- 
ty; no bopk ever made a more juſt eſtimate 
of human life, its purſuits and enjoyments. The 
way na are rich and luxuriant, and ſhew a. 
inatiqn not inſerior to our beſt writers 
in fo Ka. he ſtyle, which is peculiar and cha- 
rad eriſtical of the Author, is lively, correct, and 


harmonious.“ 


> 4 Annual Reg. 1759 


GG Ra8SELAS, Prince of Abiffinia, has been uni- 
. _ verſully' read and applauded. It has been obe cted 
buy ſome, that its proſpeQs are gloomy and unſa- 

_ tisfaQtory : but every one has a right to chooſe his - 


derte and to judge for. himſelf. There has beer 
many eminent Poets and Painters who have cho- 
fen melancholy ſubjects, and they meet with as 
many admirers, as the more chearſul ones, per- 
haps both may be uſeful to different diſpoſitions; 
ſome minds want to be encouraged and comfort- 
en; others to be humbled and ſoftened, by a 
retroſpect of the evils to which human nature is 
«THE year fallowing the above Publication, 
Dr. Hawkeſworth produced, upon the ſame plan, 


his Alara and Hamet; ; and Dr. Langhorne his 
Salman. 
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Solinian and Almena;” both end happily vet „e 
d Raſſe'as to either of theme 6 77 3 
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| cc Kass rns, numbered among Wir of Dr. 
| Jobnfon's writings, was publifhed in the Spring 


nce, 1785 1 


of 1 7393 ' conſidered as 4 ſpecimen of our „ 
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guage, it is ſcarcely to be paralleled. „ 
Sir Jolin AY tae of Join I 787 


$8.5 5 us 


0 Ps. Johnſon (ay he Rbviewers): was one 
of the higheſt literary Ornaments of his Majeſty 8 
reign,” and then they enumerate Raſſelas 


amongſt the beſt of his writirgs. | 
See Monthly Review, April 1 17. 


Ix is to be remarked, that Dr. Johnſon wrote 
this book in the ſell vigour of his faculties, and that 
it never underwent any Correction by him; and 
Dr. Jolinſon is univerſally acknowledged: to have | 
been one of the greateſt critics and writers of this 
age, whom Majeſſy was pleaſed to compli- 
ment, by enquiring whether he intended to write 
e becauſe he writ ſo bell. And as the work 
is on! all ſides ranked among the beſt of his writ- 
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tings,. the Republication - of it, at this time, 
will it is hoped, be an acceptable ſervice to the 


Public, and to our, fair and heautiful Country- 
women in particular, not only on account of the 
elegance of the language, and enamelled luxu- 
ziance of the landſcape, but for the pattern and 
mirror o 2 ſet before them, in the 
* Abifſin nia. 
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E who inen with 
Whiſſ 
eagerneſs the phate of 2 
expect that age will perform the pn 


of youth, and that the deficiencies of the” 


preſent day will de . 
row; attend to the h v 
Vor. 1. = OB B | i Raſſelas - | 


2 THE PRINCE OF 


Raſſelas was the fourth ſon of the migh- 
ty emperox, in whoſe dominions the Fa- 
therof waters begins his courſe 4 whoſe 
bounty pours down the ſtreams of 
Plenty, and ſcatters over half the world 
the harveſts of ESYPt. 


4 A K 


bins to the ct which ww de- 
ſcended from age to age among the mo- 
narchs of the torrid zone, he was confined 
in a private palace, with the other ſons and 
daughters of Abiſſinian royalty, till the or- 
der of ſucceſſion * call him to the 
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Tb place, which the wiſdom or wan ; 
«a antiquity had deſtined for the reſidence 
of. the. Abiſſinian princes, was a ſpacious 
valley in the kingdom of Amhara, ſur-, 
rounded on every, fide by mountains, of 
Which the ſummits overhang. the middle 
. The only paſſage, by which! it could 
ett Fan that Paſſed un- 


4.1 Jt has long been dit | 
F . > „ Bowe 


gt - *. „ Y 
14 
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* 


puted whether it was the work of nature 
or of human induſtry. The outlet of the 
cavern was concealed by x thick wood, 
and the' mouth which opened into the 
valley was cloſed with gates of iron, 
forged by the arrificers of ancient days, 
ſo maſſy that no man could, vithour the 


Oe of bow ke open _ ſhut them. 


From wei moun tains on every han! n- 
vulets' deſcended that filled all the valley | 
with verdurs and fertility, and formed a 
lake in the middle, inhabited by fin of 
every ſpecies, and krequented by every 
fowl whom nature has taught to dip che 
wing in water. This lake diſcharged. its 
ſuperfluities by a ſtream which entered a 
dark cleft of the mountain on the northern ? 
ſide, andfell with dreadful hoiſe from, Pre- 
ade to precipice un itwas heard no more. 


eki 81 1 "IC 22 


"The ſides of the moyntains were over 


were diverſifie with flowers; 3 every blaft 
| „ | ſhook 
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oak ices, from the, rocks; and ca. 
month dropped oy upon dean: | 
| > grals, r, 
the, ſhrub, whether wild or tame, — 
ed in this extenhue, cincyjt, ſecured. from, 
| beaſts of — by the mountains which,con- 
fined therg. On, ons. paßt were flock 
and herds feeding in baſtufgsn o 
ther all the beaſts of chaſe friſking i in the 


monkey. fro f okeking. in 

ſolemn, £)ephant..F<Par; 

fot in the on All the. diyexſities of 
the world were brought, together, the | bleſs, 
ſings of nature Were ed, LG * 


pot thi g. 
*S > n t agu 

The 8 wide and fruitful, fy pplice, 

its inhabitants with the. neceſſaries of life, 
and all delights and ſuperfluities were add: 
ed at the annual viſit which the emperor 
paid his children, hen tha. ion gate was 

opened to the ſound of muſic; and duripg, 
cight days every one that reſided it in the 
| valley 


ix might be perpetunl f Uhde äs theſe” en 


PETIT WF + 


valley Wes required tb wy Sfithrer 
miglit eontfibate to mals fecluſion plea- 


Git, to fill up the vicancies-of attention, 8 
r th tedidufnefs of time. Every 
deſike was immediately granted: All the 
artificers of pfeaſure were called to gladden- 
the Refivity ;, the muhciaht exerted the 
poweroFhatmony, and the dancers fle ed 
their activity before the princes, in. hope- 
they r Res in this bliſs- 
faul eaptivity, to which- the only were all. 
ated RO performance Was thought 
able to add novelty to luxury. Such was 
the appearance of ſecurity and . 
nel Hus retire rent afforded,” that 
0 horn it we reve ub as chic 5 


whom the Iron gate had ones cloſed were 
never ſuffered 0 return the effect of 
longer experience esuld net be Kiiown, 
Thus &vbry year produced: n SChemes 
of delight, uri@ nee gg pe ö 


99 OS vid 
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The * ſtood upon an eminence, 
| raiſed about thirty paces above the ſur- 
face of the lake. It was divided into 


many ſquares or courts, built with grea* 


ter or leſs magnificence, according” to 
the rank of thoſe for whom they were 
deſigned. The roofs . were. turned in. 
to arches of maſſy ſtone, joined with 
a cement that grew harder by time, 
and the bulding fd from century 
to century, deriding the folftitial rains 
and equinoctial uren vithout, need 
of reparation. l of we tt Bro = 
e A. | 

This houſe, 3 v ; 00 large as to 
de fully known. to none but ſome ancient 
officers, who ſucceſſively. inherited the 
ſecrets of the place, was built as if 
ſuſpicion herſelf had dictated: the plan. 
To every room there was an open and 
ſecret paſſage, every ſquare had a com 
munication with the reſt, either ftom the 
upper ſtories by private galleries, or by ſub- 


| tereancan paſſages from the lower apart- 
ments. 


= | 
2 
8 
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ABIS SHEA 


ments. Many of the columns had unſuſpe c- 
edi cavities, in. which ſuoceſſive monarchs 
repoſited their treaſures; They then'cloſed 
up the opening with marble, which was 
never to be removed but in the utmoſt 
exigencies of the kingdom; and recorded 
their accumulations in a book which was 
itſelf condealed in a tower, not entered 
but by the Math enen . the 


e who ſtood next/in hk Tt 
Wh 2 
c H A ep. AE: | . 4 ; . 
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Tue diſcontent of Raſſclas i — 
. happy valley. eee, 


8s. $6081 
H E R E the ſons and . of Abiſ- 
ſinia lived-only-to know the (oft vi- 
oiſſitudes of pleaſure and repoſe, attended 
by all that were ſkilful to delightz-and 
gratifiec with whate ver the ſenſes cah 
enjoy. They wandered · in gardens of fra- 


Srance, and ſlept in the fortreſſes of ſe- 
cdurity. Every art was practiſed to make 
them pleaſed. with their own condition. 


8 THE PRINC 2 0 


-The ſages who inſtructed them, told them 

of 'hathing but the miſeries of public life, 
and deſcribed all beyond the mountains as 
regions of calamity, where diſcord was al- 
-weysraging, and where man preyed upon 


To heighten their opinion of their own. 
Fdicity, they were daily entertained with 
ſongs; the ſubject of which was the 
kappy valley, Their appetites were excit- 
ed by frequent enumerations of differ- 
ent enjoyments, and revelry and merri- 
ment was the buſineſs of every hour from 
r dawn of morning to the cloſe of « even. 


* „ 
A Fs 2 2 TTY . = 


Tubes methods wn bens 1 
Sul, few of the princes had ever wiſhed 
ito enlarge their bounds, but paſſed their 
dives- in full conviction that they had 
all within their reach that art or nature 
Huld beſtow, and pitied thoſe whom fate 
had excluded from this ſeat of tranquillity, #® 
as the ſport of chance, and the flaves of I 
—_— — | 


Thus 
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ws w_ 1 r 1 | 
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5 3 they rote. in dag ring, * lay. 
t Pleaſed 1 each other 
hs ol keg Tk bay RCs, clas, who,. 
in te” twer telt Wer k . gan. 
to withdraw "biraſel from m th ir paſtimes 
and alfemblies, and to deli 1 * in 1 
walks and fi 4 meditation... He often ſat 
before tables covered with luxury, and for- 
got to taſte the dainties that were placed 
before him: he roſe abruptly-i in the midft 
of the ſong, and haſtily retired beyond the 
ſound 9 of 1 muſic. His attendants obſerved 
the change, and endeayoured. to renew 
his love of pleaſure : he neglected their 
endeavours, repulſed their; invitations, and 
ſp-nt day after day on the banks of riyu 
lets ſheltered with | trees, where he fon 
times liſtened to the birds in the Lan 
ſometimes, obſerved the fiſh playing in the 
ſtream, and anon caft bis eyes upon the 
paſtures and mountains filled ith, ani- 
| mals, of which ſome were being the 
herbage, at and fome e UNO! 


buſhes. 
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This ſingularity of his humour made 
him much obſerved. One o the "Sages, 

in whoſe. converſation. 'he hag Beverly 
delighted, followed him ſeeretly, in hope 
of diſcovering the. cauſe of his diſquiet. 
Raſſelas, who knew not that any one was 
near him, having for ſore time fixed his 
| eyes upon the goats that were brouſing : a- 
mong the rocks, began to 99 their 
condition vith his own. 


* 


What,“ ſaid he, 6 ge "the differ- 
ence between man and all the reft of the 
animal creation ? Every beaſt that ſtrays 
beſide me has the ſame corporal neceſſities 
with myſelf; he is hungry and crops the 
graſs, he is thirſty and drinks the ſtream, 
his thirſt and hunger are app-aſed, he is 
ſatisfied and ſleeps; he riſes again and is 
hungry, he is again fed and is at reft. I 
am hungry and thirſty like him, but when 
thirſt and hunger ceaſe I am not at reſt; 

I am, like him, pained with want, but : 
am not, like him, ſatisfied with fulneſs, 


The 


"A BIS'S TNA wm 


Fhe intermediate hours: are tedidus and 

gloomy; | long again tobe hungry that 
L may again quicken my: attentionb Te 
birds peck the berries or the corn, "and 
fly away to the groves where they ſit: in 
| ſeeming happineſs. on the branches} and 
waſte their lives in tuning: one unvaried 
ſeries of ſounds. 1 likewiſe can calb the 
lutaniſt and the ſinger, but the ſounds 
that pleaſed me yeſterday weary, me to- 
day, and will grow yet, more weariſome 
to-morrow. I can diſcover within me no 
power of perception which is not glutted 
with its proper pleaſure, yet. I db not feel 
myſelf delighted. Man has ſurely - ſome 
latent ſenſe for which this-place affords no 
grat.fication, or he has ſome; deſires di- 
{tint from ſenſe, which muſt be ſighed 
before he. can be happy.” noe 


After this he lifted up his bead, and 
ſeeing the moon riſing, walked towards 
the palace.” As he, paſſed through; the 


Bekds, and ſaw the animals. around: him, 
1 e 
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e, ſaid he, are happy, and need not 
envy me that walk thus among you, bur- 
tliened with myſelf; nor do I, ye gentle 
beings, envy your felicity; for it is not 
the Felicity of man. I have many diſtreſ- 
ſes from which you are free; I fear pain 
when do not feel it; I ſometimes ſhrink 
atievits recollected, and ſometimes ſtart 
at evils anticipated: ſurely the equity of 
Providence has balanced peculiar ſuffer- 
Aings Wiel ee en r 
An 2534 , 
Wich ee one like theſe the prince 
arte himſelf as he returned, uttering 
them with a plaintive voice, yet with a 
Jook that diſcovered him to feel ſome com- 
-Pplacente in his own perſpicacity, and to 
receive ſome ſolace of the miſeries of life, 
from conſciouſneſs of the delicacy with 
which he felt, and the eloquence with 
Which he bewailed them. He mingled 
chearfully in the diverſions of the evening, 
and all 005 to find that * heart 
Was lightened. | | 
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4 # the next 4 b old inſtructor, 
O imagining that he had now made 
himſelf acquainted: with his diſeaſe of 
mind, was in hope of curing it by counſel, 
and officiouſly fought” an opportunity f 
conference, which the prince having long 
conſidered him as one whoſe intelleQs 
were exhauſted, was not very willing to 
afford: Why, ſaid he, does this man 
thus intrude upon me; ſhall I be never 
ſuffered to forget thoſe lectures which- 
| pleaſed only while they were new, and 
to become new again muſt be forgot- 
ten ?” He then walked into the wood, and 
compoſed himſelf to his uſual meditations; 
when before his thoughts had taken any 
ſettled form, he perceived his purſuer at 
| bo de, * was at firſt prompted by his 
| ; iD impatience 
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| impatience to go haſtily away; but, being 
unwilling to offend a man whom he had 
once reverenced and ſtill loved, . he invit- 
ed' him to fir down. with him on the 


bark. 


The eld man, thus encouraged, began 
to lament. the change which had been lates 


ly obſerved in the prince, and to enquire 

why. he ſo · often retired. from the pleaſures 
| of the palace, ta lanelineſs and ſilence. 
«1 fly from pleaſure, ſaid the prince, be- 
cauſe pleaſure has ceaſed to pleaſe; Tam 
lonely becauſe I am miſerable, and am 
unwilling, to cloud with my preſence 
the happineſs of others.” | © Jou, Sir, ſaid 
the ſage, are the fiſt who-has complain- 
ed. of miſery, in. the happy. valley, 1 
hope to convince you that your com- 
plaints have no real cauſe. You are 
here in full poſſeſſion of all that the 
emperor of Abiſſinia can beſtow ; here 
is neither labour to be endured, nor dan- 
ger to be dreaded, yet here is all that la- 


bour or Sanger can Procure. Look round 
| and. 
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55 and tell me whigh of your wants is with- 
out ſupply: if you want nothing, how 
are you unhappy Pr 125 


os 4 That 1 want ee ſaid the 
prince, or that I know not what I want, 
is the. cauſe of my complaint; if I had 
any known want, I ſhould have a certain 
wilh; that wiſh would excite endeavour, 
and [I ſhould not then repine to ſee the ſun 
axe ſo owly towards the weſtern moun- 
tain, or lament. when the day breaks and 
ſleep will no longer hide me from my- 
ſelf. When I fee the kids and the lambs 
chaſing one another, I fancy that 1 ſhould 

be happy. if I had ſomething. to purſue. 
© But, poſſeſſing all that 1 can want, 

1 find one day and one hour exactly 
like another, except that the latter is 

ill more tedious than the former. Let 
your experience inform me how the day 
may now ſeem. as ort as in my child- 
hood, while nature was yet freſh, and 
every moment ſhewed me what I never had 
abſerved before. I have already enjoyed 
We 5 : too 
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too much; give me ſomething to de 
fire „„ HS on 1 SEARRIDT TH0 
S_ 7 Db Fs bs N ; 


The old man was farpriſed | at this new 
| ſpecies of affliction, and knew not what ang 
reply, yet was un willing to be ſilent. Sit, 
faid he, if you had ſeen the miſeries of a 
world; you would know how to value 
your preſent ſtate.” © Now, ſaid the prince, 
you have given me ſomething to deſire 1 
Mall dong to ſee the miſeries of the world, 
ſince the fight. of them s S to N 

| [rai 1 


„ 1 
1 * a * 


* 


CH. A Pp. IV. 


The AM continues to. grieve 085 
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21 . this time the ſound of muftt po- 


1 claimed the hour of repaſt, and the 
converſation was concluded. The old man: 
went away ſufficiently diſcontented to find 
that his reaſoning had produced the only 
concluſion which they were intended to- 
prevent. But in the decline of life, ſhame _ 
| and 
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and grief are of ſhort duration; 3 „Weiber 

- it be that we bear eaſily what we have 
borne long, or that, finding ourſelves 
in age leſs regarded, we leſs regard 
others; or, that we look withlight regard 
upon afffictions, to which we know 
that the hand of cn is ene to "ON 
an end. 


The un hel views iens ann 
ni 06 wider ſpace, could not ſpeedily | 
quiet his emotions. . He had been before 
tetrifiod at the length of life which nature 
promiſed him, becauſe he conſidered 
chat in a long time much muſt be endur- 
<d; he now rejoice d in tis youth, ma uſe 

in many yy much might he done | 


4 | This firſt beam of ima 
ever darted into his mind, rekindled youth 
in his cheeks, and doubled the luftre 
of his eyes. He was fired with the 
deſire of doiag ſomething, though he 
knew not yet with diſtinctneſs, either 
5 end or means. 55-43 


He 
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He; was now no longer gloomy and 
| a but conſidering himſelf as maf- 
ter of a ſecret ſtock of happineſs, which 
he could enjoy only by concealing it, he 
affected to be buſy in all ſchemes of di- 
verſion, and endeavoured to make 
others pleaſed with: the ſtate of which he 
himſelf was weary.. But pleaſures ne- 
ver can be ſo multiplied: or continued, 
as not to leave much of life 8 
ed ; there were many hours, both of 
the night and day, which he could 
ſpend vithout ſuſpicion in ſolitary 
thought. The load of life was much 
lightened: he went eagerly. into the aſ- 
ſemblies, becauſe he ſuppoſed the fle- 
quency of his preſence neceſſary to the 
ſucceſs of his purpoſes ; he retired gladly 
to privacy, oo he had now a _— 


- bai 


NT 
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ne chief amuſement was to Hane 0 to 
Amdelf that world which he had never ſeen; 
to — himſelf in various conditions; tobe 


2 | 


ALBSSININ ug. 
* in imaginary diffculties, and 
to be engaged in wild adventures: but his 
benevolence always terminated his pro- 
jects in the relief of diſtreſs, the detection 
of fraud, the defeat or 9ppreſion, » ang 
the diffuben of hy pi Te 


1 Thus aſſed twenty Pate of the life 
of Raſſelas. He buſied himſelf. ſo in- 
tentſely in viſionary. buſtle, that he for- 
got his real ſolitude; and, amidſt hour- 
1y. preparations; for the various incidents 
of human affairs, neglected to conſider 
by what means | be . . with 
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* * how as . e. Was „ nee on 4 
— he feigned to himſelf an orphan 
virgin robbed of her little portion by a 
treacherous lover, and crying after him 
for reſtitution and redreſs. S0 ſtrong- 
. Was the image impreſſed upon his 
mind, that he ſtarted up in the maid's 
| Weer. and ran forward to ſeize the Rar 
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| 8. the fight er 
Reaffelas could not catch the fu- 
Hove with his utmoſt efforts ; but reſble- 


ing to weary, by perfeverence, irn Who 
he” could not furpaſs in fpeed, he preſſed: 


Here he recollefed Aim for; and OY 
ww at his o ufeleſs impetyoſity. Then 
waiſing his eyes to the mounten, THis, 
Auid he, is the fatal 'obflacle that hindets. 
ut once the enjoyment of pleaſure, and 
che erenciße of virtue. How long” is dt 
that my hopes and wiſhes have ] ]9ẽͤ/ 
| beyond this boundary. of my life, 
which yet I never _ a e e to, 
ner at OF 1200S e 


aa adh wich aten ee 
SD and remembered; that- ſince he 
Seſt reſolved to eſcape from his. confiric-- 
ment, the ſun had paſſed twice over hith. 
mh. his annual courſe. He now felt a de- 
_ of regret. with b which he had never 

. ay been, 
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* before acquainted. | He conlidered' 
how much might. have been done in 
the time which had paſſed, and left no- 

ting real behind it. He compared twen- 
ty months with the life of man. In 
fe, (aid he, is not to be counted the ig 
norance of infaney, or imbecility of age. 
We are long before we are able to think, 
and we ſoon ceaſe from the power of 
acting. Thy true period of human ex- 
iſtence may be reaſonably eſtimated at 
forty years, of which E have muſed away: 
the four and twentieth part. What 1 
have loſt was certain, for 1 have certainly 
poſſeſſed it; but of twenty months to 
eee 13 10 i by 
 Theconſtiouſoefof hs on bol logs 
ed him deeply, and he was long before he 
could be reconciled to himſelf. The 
reſt of my time, ſaid he, his bean laſtib: 
the crime or folly of my anceſtors, and 
the ahſurdt inftitutions of my busy I 
remember it with diſguſt but without ne- 
ors but the months 1 have mw IE 


# 


ſince new light darted into my ſoul, ſince 
1 formed a ſcheme of reaſonable felicity, 
have been ſquandered by my own fäult. 
I have loſt that which can never be re- 
ſtored : I have ſeen the ſun riſe and ſet 
for twenty months, an idle gazer on the 
light of heaven: In this time the birds 
have left the neſt of their mother, and 
committed themſelves to the woods and 
tothe ſteies: the kid has forſpken the teat, 
and learned by degrees to climb the 
rocks in queſt of independent ſuſtenance. 
only have made no advances, but am 
ſtill helpleſs and ignorant. The moon, 
by more than twenty changes, admoniſn- 
ed me of the flux of life; the ſtream that 
rolled before my feet upbraided my inacti- 
vity. I fat feaſting on intellectual luxury, re- 
gardleſs alike of the examples of the earth, 
and the inftruQions of the planets. Twenty 
* are * who ſhall AE chem * 


22 


1 | Theke forrowful eee | fiftened' 
upon his mind; he paſt four months in 


unn to loſe no more time in idle re- 
= ſolves, 


ſolves, and duale. to more . 
ertion by hearing a maid, who had'bro- 

ken à porcelain eup, remark, that what 
| cannot be vpn is not to be regretted. [ 


This was obvious; and Kaſſelas re- 
proached himſelf that he had not diſcovers! 
ed it, having not known, or not conſider- 
ed, how many uſeful hints are obtained 
by chance, anti how often the mind, hur- . 
ned by her own ardour to diſtant views, 
negrlects the truths · that lie open before her. 

He, for a few hours, regretted his regret, 
and from that time bent his whole mind 
upon the means of 1 e from the val- 


| ley e ien Fr wi 4 | 
c H br P. v. 
The Prince a meditates his leaps). 


E now found A —_—_ Wn Sigy; 
L. difficult to effect that which it was 
* _ to n effected. Wen he 
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confined by the bars of nature which bad 
never yet been broken, and dy the gate, 
rhrough which, none that ange had paſſed 
it were ever able to return. He was now 
impatient as an eagle in a grate. He 
the mountains, to ſee if there was any 
aperture which the buſhes, might con- 
ceal, but found; all the ſummits inac : 
ceſſible hy their prominence. The iton 
gate he deſpaired to open; for-it was not 
but was always watched by ſucceſſſve 
ſentinels, and was by its poſition expoſ- 
ed to the perpetual obſervation of- all the 
inhabitants. 


He then exami ined the © cavern io gh 


vhieli the waters of the lake were diſcharg - 
ed; and, looking down at a time when 


| which,” — they permitted the ſtream 
to flow * many narrow paſſages, 
would 
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een — ana dejettods.. | 


lee . to deſpair. | iq 3 


12 theſe uitle jen = 3 _ 

8 The time, however, paſſed 
cheerfully away: in the morning he roſe 
with new hope, in the evening applauded 


his own diligence, and in the night ſlept 
ſound after his fatigue, He met a thou- 


ſand ampſegents wie e his la- 


1 
having, now knows te eng. — 


e the various inftins of . E 


{3 


and properties of plants, and found he 


Place replete with wonders, - of 'which he wy 


purpoſedtofolace himfelfwith'the vontem-. 


Plation, if he ſhould never be able to ac 
compliſh his flight; rejeicing that hib en- 


deavours, though yet unſucceſsful, had 
ſupplied = bebo a ſource of inexhauſtible 
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oat 


at But his original culioſity was not 70 10 
ated ; he reſolved to obtain ſome know= 
ledge | 


s THEPRINCE' OF 


tedge- of the ways of men. His wiſh - ſtiſtr 
continued, but his hope grew leſs. He 
ceafed to ſurvey any niger the walls of 
his priſon, and ſpared to by new 
toils for interſtices which he knew could 
not be found, yet determined to keep his 


deſigh always an view, and lay hold on 
_ —— that time ſhould offer. 
Ain k BT; n 5013 Ui t ett 1 TELL 5 
11 Cc H * P. I. 
a2 Dowd toner st: alu bas) 
A diſſertation on the ret 


MON G og acts as had — x 
& allued into the happy valley, to la- 
8. hour for the accommodation and pleaſure 
8 Wits inhabitants, was a man eminent for 
his knowledge of the mechanic powers, 
who had contrived many engines both of 
uſe and recreation. By a wheel, which 
the ſtream turned, he forced the water 
into a tower, whence it was diſtributed to 


all the eee. of the „pale a 
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erected a pavilion in the gard 
which he kept the air always-cool'h 


ficia} ſhowers. --One'6f the gro 
priated to the ladies, Was ventilated” by 
fans, to which the rivulet that run through 
it gave a conſtant motion; and inſtruments 
of ſoft muſic were placed at Proper diſ- 
tances; of which ſome played by the im- 
pulſe of the wind, and ſome by the power 


of drr . | 


V 4 
14 . 


This artiſt! was nee e by 5 
Raſſelas, who was pleaſed with every kind 
of knowledge, imagining that the time 
would come, when all his acquiſtions 
| ſhould be of uſe to him in the open world. 
He came one day tot amuſt himſelf in 
uſual manner, and found the miſter: buſy 
in building a ſailing chariot : he ſaw e 
the deſign was practicable upon a level - : 
ſurface, and with expreſſions of great ef- 
teem ſolicited its completion. The work- 
man was pleaſed to find himſelf ſo much 
regarded by the prince, and reſolved to 
8 8 2 25 gain 
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gain yet higher honours. Fir, ſaid he, 
you have. ſeen hut a ſmall part of Wat 
the mechanic ſciences can perfermi. 1 
| have been long of opinidn, that, inſtead of 
the tardy conveyance of ſhips and chari- 
ots, man might uſe the ſvifter migration 
of wings; that the fields of air are open to 
knowledge, and that only ignerance and 
idleneſs need eraw] CO” 


This hint rekindled the. prince? 8 n 
paſſimg the mountains; and having ſeen 
what the mechaniſt had already perform- 
ed, he was willing to fancy that he could 
do more; yet reſolved to enquire further 
before he ſuffered hope to afſſict him by 

diſappointment. Jam afraid, ſaid he to 
the artiſt, that your imagination prevails 
over your {kill, and that you mow tell me 
rather what you wiſn than what you know. 

Every animal has his element aſſigned 
him; the birds have the air, and man and 
beaſts the earth“ © So, replied the me- 
chaniſt, fiſhes have the water, in which 
Jet 
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yet beafts can ſim by nature, and inen by 
art. He that can ſwim needs not deſpair 


to ty; to ſwim ĩs to fly in a groſſer fluid, 


ant to fly is to ſwim in a ſubtler. We are 


only to proportion our: power of reſidence 


to the different denſity of the matter 

through which we are to paſi. You will be 
enen 1 air, if you can 
their can recede fromthe pale 1 
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Bat the exerciſe; of Fwimmidg, fuk: 


the prince, is very Jabotious; the ſtrongeſt 


wings will he of mo greut uſt; unleſi we 
cam fly art 8 Wann ROTRO 
1 OI ! 0 ve boliuFEng e nl 

The a obey + js #4 
ſaid-theratifi; wilkbecgreat, as we: ſee it in 
theo heavier domeſſi o ſowis but, as we 
mount bigber, the carth's attnction, and 


the body's gravity, will be gradually di- 


miniſhed, till we ſhall arrive at a region 
: c 3 where 


it, falter- wen | 


lmbsare'Pon-wearied;:I: am afraid the act 
af flying will ebe yet more violent, and 
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| Where the man will float in the air without 
any tendency. to fall: no care will then be 
neceſſary, but to move forwards! Which 
the gentleſt impulſe will effect. Lou, Sir, 
whoſe curiofity is ſo extenſive, will eaſilyx 
conceive with what pleaſure a philoſopher, 
furniſhed with wings, andhovering in the 
icy, would ſee the earth, and; all ĩts inha- 
bitants, rolling beneath him: and (preſents! 
ing to him ſucceſlively;:by its:diurnal mos! 
tion, alt the countries within the ſame pa- 
rallel. . How muſt it amuſe the pendent 
ſpectator to ſee the moving ſcene of land 
ahd ocean, cities and detarts l To er 
with equal ſecurity the marts of trade, and 
the fields of battle; mountains ĩnfeſted by 
_ barbarians, and fruitful regions gladdened, 
by plenty, and lulled by peace]! How ea- 
ſily ſhall we then! trace the Nile through 
all his paſſage; Feber ie diſtant regi- 
ons, and examine. the face of nature from 
. eee the earth eee ** 
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All. chi, ſaid the prince, is much to 
be deſired, but I am afraid that no man 
vill be able to breathe in theſe regions of 
ſpeculation and tranquillity. I have been 

told, that reſpiration is difficult upon lof- 
ty mountains, yet from theſe precipices, 
though ſo high as to produce great tenuity 
of the air, it is very eaſ to fall: and 1 
ſuſpect, that from any height, where lifo - 

can be ſupported, tbere my be. danger 
of too ym deſcent.” oo 2 . 
t le 10 S1 5 


125 Nothing, replied the antifigiwi 


= attempted, if all poſhble "ohjeQiars 

muſt be firſt overcome. If you will fa? 
your my project, I will try. the firſt flight 
at my own; hazard. I,have.conſidered: the 
ſicuQure of all volant. animals, and find 
the folding continuity. of, the hat's ing 
moſt eaſily acm modated to the, human 
form pon this model I ſhall he gin my 
taſk ieee and, in a year expect to 
tower into the ait beyond the malice on 


purſuit of man. But l wb welk ou on 
od ca this. 


P;- - 
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this cler; that the art ſhall not be *. 


vulged, and that you ſhall not require 


me to make vings _ A Bar gr mea 
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0 Why, faid Reels ſhould y ou envy | 


others ſo great an advantage? All ſkill 


: ee the kindneſs that be bas 
recxived. 2 6 11 8921. ae OE , 
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41 men were all virtuous, returned the 
artiſt, I ſhould with great alacrity teach 


them-all/to fy. But what would be the 
fecurity of the good, if the bad could at 


pleaſure: invade them from the ſky? Againſt 


an army ſailing through the clouds neither 
walls, nor mountains, nor ſeas, could af- 


ford any ſecurity. A flight of northern ſa- 


vages might hover in the wind, and light 


ax once with irieſiſtible violence upon the 


Edpital of a fruitful region that was rolling 
under them. Even this valley, the retreat 


be 


: ought to be exerted for univerſal good; 
every man has owned much to others, and 


i x nana the __— of happineſs, might 


* e * e 1 « n 1 
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be-violated by tlie furdilen deſcent of fore 
of the naked nations that 1 on 1 
coaſt of the ſouthern ſea.” | 


The 205 e — and wait- 


ed for the performange, nc wholly hopes 
leſs of ſucceſs. He viſited the work 
from time to time, obſerved its progreſs; 
ang: remarked the ingenious contrivances 
ton facilitate: mation, and unite levity with 

„ 8 The artiſt was every day more : 
4 certain, that he ſhould leave vultures / 
and eagles behind him, and the con- 
tagion of his confidence ſeized dat: the 

prince. Won wt : | 

31 on ni W Flow en FE. 

anne year the wings were finiſhed, and, 

on a morning appointed, the maker ap- 

peared furniſhed for flight on a little pro- 
niontory: he waved his pinions a while to 


. © Rix 220223 
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gather air, then leaped from his ſtand, and A 
N in an inſtant dropped into the lake. His { 
[ wings, which were of no uſe in the air, | 
| ſuſtained him in the water, and the prince = 
| | | C4 drew - [I 


Y — lady hl dead (with tenen 
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he prince finds 3 21 ow. : offcarning. 
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\HE n was not much afflicted by 

this diſaſter, having ſuffered himſelf 
to dro for a happier event, only becauſe | 
he had no other means of eſcape im yiew: 
He ſtill perſiſted in his deſign to leave hs 
happy valley by the firm e 


His i A ist was now at a ſtand; he 
had no proſpect of entering into the 
world; and notwithſtanding all his endea- 
vours to ſupport: himſelf, diſcontent by . 
degrees preyed upon him, and he began 
again, to loſe his thoughts in ſadneſs, 
uhen the rainy ſeaſon, which in theſe coun- 
tries is periodical, made it maren to 
wander in the woods. F 

The 
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TFheltain continued düse uml with more 
violence than had been ever Known: ke 
olouds broke on the ſurrounding moun- 
tains, and the torrents ſtreamed into the 
plain on every ſide, till the cavern was. to 
narrow to diſcharge the water. The lake 

over flowed ĩis bafks, and all the: level: of 
4 e was covered with the inundati⸗ 
The eminence ]] the: palace 
was ET and. ſome other.(pats of xing 
ground, were all that thereye:cauld[inow 
diſcover. The. herds and flocks left an 
paſtures, and both the wild beaſts and the 
ame 1 n tt 4 
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.. THis iaundation-oor fined al the) princes 


on 7 Rafſelas was particularly ei dit 
poem, which Imlac recited, upon the. vari· 
ous conditions, of humanity. , He com- 
manded . the, poet, to, attend. highs in his 


aper and recite his verſes, a ſecond 
time; then entering into ſamiliar talk, he 
thought himſelf happy in having found a. 


THE PR ENCE:OF 


He ear — 
to vy hich though common to all other mor- 
tals, his con finement from childhood had 
kant him a ſtranger. The poet pitied his 
ignbrance, and loved his curioſity, and 
efttertained him from day to day. with no- 
velty and inſtruction, fo that tlie prince 
regretted the neceſſity of fleep; and long- 
rer ſhould renew aer 
fut. Il ef {iis W ace dr eit 
in Uns lcd bile oft rod bas | 
As they were: — ee mls 
commanded Imlac to relate his hiſtory, 
and to tell: by what accident he was fore- 
edj of by hat motive induced, to cloſe 
his life in the happy valley. As he was 
geing to begin his narrative, Raſſe las was 
called to a concert, and obliged” to re- 
dran his curioßty dll the, bring.” 
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HE bee of dyn in the weg 
ors of the torrid zone, the only eas 
ſon of diverſion and entertainment, and it 
was therefore mid night before the muſic 
ceaſed, and the princeſſes retired. Raſſclas 
then' called for his companion and Our” 
ed him to begin the ſtory of his life, © 


= „Sr, ſaid Imlac, my hiſtory will nor be 
| long; the life that is devoted to know 
| ledge paſſes filently away, and is very 
. litthe diverſified by events. To talk in 
F public, to think in ſolicitude, to read 
and to hear, to inquire, and anſwer in- 
quiries, is the buſineſs of a ſcholar. He 
wandets about the world without pomp or 
terror, and is neither know, nor valued 
but by men like himſelf, Pre 7921s 
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«1 was born-i -in-the kingdom of Goiar- 
ma, at no great diſtance from the foun- 
tain of the Nile. My father was a weal- 
-thy merchant, and traded between the in- 
land. countries; of Afrig and the Ports on 
the Red ſea. He was haneſt, frugal, agd 
diligent, but of mean ſentiments, and nar 
row. comnterhenſion- he deſired only to. be. 
rich, and: to conceal his riches, leſt) he, 
ſhould be ſpoiled, in the eee hard 
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_ <-Surely, ſaid the prince, my father 
muſt be negligent of his charge, if any 
man in his domioions dares take that w ich 
belongs to another. Does be not know: 
that kings are accountable fot in njuſtice 
permitted as well as done ? TI were. em- 
peror not the meaneſt of my ſubizets 
ſhould be oppreſſed with impunity... My 
blood . boils when I. am. told that a mer 
chant durſt not en joy his honeſt gains, for 
fear of loſing by the rapacity of power. 
:Name the * who robbed the 

peoples. 
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<6 Sir, gad Inalacy A ardounintho n na- 
| wraleffect of: vir tue animated by youth;: 2 


the time will come when you will acquit 
your father, and perhaps hear with leſs im- 
patience of the governor. Oppreſſion is, 


in the Abiſſinian dominions, neither fre- 


quent nor [tolerated but no form of go- 
vernment has, been yet diſcovered, by 


which cruelty can be wholly prevented. 


Subordination ſuppoſes power on one part 


and ſubjection on the other; and if power 


be in the hands of men, it will ſometimes 


be abuſed. The vigilance of the ſupreme 


magiſtrate may do much, but much will 


ſtill remain undone. He can never know 
all the crimes that are committed, n 
can felgora _ all e * nova 
8 „This ſaid the prince, rey not nn 
ſtand, but I had rather hear thee than dif 
185 oe 'Cengune thy narration.” 
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My father, proceeded Imlac, origit 
ur intended that I ſhoulthave no other 

education, than ſuch as might qualify me 
for commerce; and diſcovering. in me 
great ſtrerigttr of m; quickneſ 
that I ſhould be @me ner eee rf 

in — GHT3VOYJG 005; 0. ain 
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G Why, lad hs: . e did wa farce 
dedfire the increaſe” of his wealth, when it 
vas already greater tham he durſt diſcover. 

or enjoy? l am unwilling to doubt thy v 
racity, you e cannot ben 1 
true. 3 e 
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| 4 3 2 wb ak ina can 
not both be right, but imputed to man; 
they may both be true. Let diverſity is 
not ineonſiſtency. My father might ex- 
pect a time of greater ſecurity. However, 
ſame: deſire is neceſſary to keep life in m̃o- 
tion, and he, whoſe real wants are ſup- 
plied, muſt admit thoſe of fancy.“ 
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= „ This, ſaid the prince, I ean in ſome 
meaſure conceive- I en t that I inter- 


1 


gs With this i ap lade, be 
: ſent me to ſchool; but when I had once 
found the delight of knowledge, and felt 
the; pleaſure of intelligence and the pride 
riches, and determined to diſappoint the 
purpoſe of my father, 'whoſe-grofineſs of - 


conception taiſed my pity. I was twenty 
years old before his tenderneſs would ex- 


Poſe me to the fatigue of travel, in-which 
time I had been inſtructed, by ſucceſſive 
maſters, in all the literature of my native 
country. As every hour taught me ſome - 
thing new, I lived in a continual courſe of 
2 gratifications ; but, as I advanced towards 
manh od, I loſt much of the reveren 
with which 1 had been uſed 0 look on my 
inſtructors: becauſe, when the leſſon was 
ended, I did not find them wiſer or better” 
than common men. 
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At length my father reſolved to imti- 
ate me in commerce, and, opening one of 
his ſubterranean: treaſuries, counted ont 
ten thouſand pieces of gold. This, young 
man, ſaid he, is: the ſtock with which you 
muſt negociate. E began with leſs than 
the fifth part, and you ſee how diligence 
and parſimony have increaſed :it. This is 
your own: to waſte or to improve. If you 
ſquander it by negligence or caprice, you 
muſt wait for my death before you will be 
rich: if, in four years, you double your 
lock, we will thenceforward let ſubordina- 
tion ceaſe, and live together as friends 
and partners; for he ſhall always be equal 
with me, who. is _—_ OO in. * ard 


be eee f auch A eines 
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6 We nid. our n we 'camels; 
a+ in; bales of cheap goods, and: 
travelled to the ſhore of the Red fea. When 
L caſt my. eye on the expanſe of waters, 
my heart bounded like that of a 2 
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oſity kindle in my mind, and reſolved to 
ſuatch this opportunity of ſeeing the man- 
ners of other nations, and of ming ſci 
ences unknown in Abiflinia. 


«1 uct that my father had 
obliged me 10 th&rimproyement of my 
ſtock, not by a promiſe which I ought not 

to violate, | but by a penalty which T 
was at liberty to .incury and therefore de- 
termined to gratify my predominant de- 
. and} by drinking at the fountains of 
knowledge, to quench the n cus: 
coy. li 1299 1 1 970 EE: lin 4 f : 

r wig Þ 4 Twit It ; 
[ * As 1 W toitrals n 
connexion with my father, it was eaſy for 
me to become acquainted with the maſter 
of a ſhip. and procure a paſſage to me 
other country. I had no motives for choice 
to regulate my voyage; it was ſufficient 
for me that,” wherever! I wandered, F 
Ene Noi i 128 „ lo WISHED: 1 ſhould 
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ſhould fee a-country which L had not ſeen 
before. I therefore entered-a ſhip bound 
for Surat, having 3 Saur Gries) 

e bee pai | 291 1117 10 8180 
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| Tho hiſtory of Imbue continnes: 0 


17 ed JE CI} EYd ON At 
'S HEN, 1 feſt; Entered . 
Vorld of waters, and loſt fight of 
land; I lonkedround” about me with plea 
ſing terror, and:thinkingimy-ſaul enlarged 
by the boundleſs proſpect, imagined that 
I could gaze round for ever without ſati- 
ety ; but, in a ſhort time, I grew weary | 
of looking on barren uniformity,! where 1. 
could only fee again what L had: already 
ſeen. E then deſtended into the ſhip, and: 
doubted for a while-whether' all my future 
pleaſures would not end like this in diſguſt b 
and diſappointment. Yet, ſurely, ſaid I; 


| the,vecanand the land are very different: 


the only variety of water is reſt and 
motion, 
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motion, hut the earth has mountains and 

vallies, deſarts and cities: 1 i. inhabited 
buy men of different cuſto | 
opinions: and 1 may ray find bey 
, in ws though * mis it in nature. 


With this hoped lt my n 7 
and amuſed myſelf during the voyage; -Y 
8 by learning from the ſailors 
the art of navigation, which I have never 
practiſed, and ſometimes by forming 
ſchemes for my condu& in different ſitua- 
tions, in not one orernens ave deen erer 
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ot 1 Was a Weary of my el 
axauſememewhen we landed fafely at Su- 
1 ſecured my money, and pirctifing | 
3 eee for ſhow, joined myſelf 
40.4 caravan that was - paſſing into the in- 
land country. My companions, for ſame- 
reaſon or other, con jecturing that I was 
rich, and by my inquiries and admira- 

_m plats I was ignorant, con- 
ſidered 
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e eee e 
right to cheat, and who was to learn at the - 
uſual expence the art of fraud. They 
expoſed me to the theft of ſervants, and 
action of officers, and ſaw me plundered 
upon falſe pretences, without any advan- 
tage to themſelves, but : that of rejoicing in 

bene. of abel own Way” * 
| 33 1 11 

* Stop a dente (aid ales prince, is 
there ſuch depravity in man, as that he 
ſhould injure another without benefit to 
himſelf I can eaſily conceive that all 
are pleaſed with ſuperiority : but your: ig- 
norance was merely accidental, which, 
being neither your crime nor your folly, 
could afford them no- reaſon to applaud 
themlcelves;, and the knowledge which 
they. had, and which you wanted, they 
might as effectually have ſnown by warn 
ing you, as betraying apes 


54 


i L « Pnde, faid N is ſeldom delicate 
it will Pleaſe itſelf with very mean ad- 
Wt vantages ; 


4 
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wanteges Un envy feels not its own hap- 
bineis, but when it may be compared 
With the miſery of others. They were 

my enemies becauſe they thought me 
rich, and my eppreſſors "Iu. Rs wel "4 2 
c ee mae c 1 
ns « Proceed, bald hwy rulvor's /I'dotibr not 
of the facts which. you relate, but imagine 
that you * mn to miſtaken me- 

Hives.” 


"Meg 


4 . In this company, faid-Imlac; Farriv= 
ed at Agra, the capital of Indoſtan, the 
city in which the great Mogul commonly 
reſides. I applied myſelf to the language 
of the country, and in a feẽ months wa 
able to converſe with the learned men; 
ſome of whom I found moroſe and reſerv- 

ed, and others eaſy and communicative; 

ſome were unwilling to teach another, what 

they had with difficulty learned themſelves; 

and ſome ſnewed that the end of their ſtu- 

dies was to * the dignity of inſtructing. 

28 To 
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o the tutor of the” young princes 1 
ded myſelf ſo much, that I was 


preſented to the emperor as a man of un- 
common knowledge. The emperor aſk- 


ed me many queſtions concerning my 


es and my travels; and though I 
cannot now recollect any thing that hge 
uttered above the power of a common 
man, he diſmiſſed me, aſtonifhed at his 
DS and * Ms his goodneſs, 


j 7 


« My credit v was now fo highy: that the 


merchants, with whom 1 had travelled, 
applied to me for recommendations to the 


ladies of the court. I was ſurpriſed at their 
ence of ſolicitation, and gently re- 


proachod them with their practices on the 


road. They heard me with cold indiffer- 
ence, and fhewed no 2 — or 
ſorrow. 


98 Theythenryed their requeſt with the 
offer of a bribe; but what I would not 
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do for Rindneſs 1 
and refuſed them, not beouuſe they had in- 
jured me, but becauſe I would not enable 
them to injure others; for; I knew they 
would have made uſe of my credit to * 
thoſe who ſhould buy their wet ei 


8 Haviag refided at Agra, till there was 
no more to be learned, I travelled into 
Perfia, where I ſaw many retriains of apc 
ent magnificence, and obſerved many y new | 
accommodations of life. 'The Perfiatis are 

a nation eminently ſocial, and theit aſſem - 
blies afforded me daily opportunities of re- 
marking characters and manners, and of . 
tracing human nafure ee alli i; var 
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« From. Pein 1 bete into Arabia, 
where I ſaw a nation at once paſtoral and ; 
warlke; who 15 1 any | ſettled ha- 


check al ages, an bene war with 
Vol. J. wy al: 


=, 8 


59 THE PRINCE OF 
; ——— they aer & covet 


* %« ** 


nation eh N 


* = was as conſidered 3 as s the * 
eſt learning, and regarded with a venera- 
tion · ſme what approaching to that which 
man would pay. to the Angelic Nature. 
And it yet.fills me with wonder, that, 
in almoft all countries, the moſt ancient 

poets are confidered as the beſt: whether 

it be that every other kind of knowledge 

' is an acquiſition gradually attained, and 
= poetry is a gift conferred. at once; or that 

= the firſt poetry of every nation ſurpriſed 
1 and retained the credit 
by conſent which it received by accident 
at theft: or whether the province of poetry | 
is 
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8 to Geſdribe Na ure anc Paſſion, which 
are always the ſame, and the Hiſt writers 
took poſſeſſion of the moſt ſtriking objects 
for deſcription, and the moſt | probable 
occurrences for fiction, and left nothing 
to thoſe that followed them, but tran- 
| ſcription of the fame events, and ne w- 
combinations of the ſame images. What- 
ever be the reaſon, it is commonly abſerv- 
ed that the early writers are in poſſeſſion | 
of nature, and their followers'of rk: hat 
the firſt" excel in ſtrength and invention, 
| and the latter in EW and Ereatke t. : 


N 1 Was — to add my name to 
mis illuſtrious fraternity. 'I' read-all the 
poets of Perſia and Arabia, and was able 
to repeat by memory the volumes that 
are ſuſpended in the moſque of Mecea 
But I ſoon found that no man was e, 
great by imitation,” Niy deſire ede, 
lence impelled me to transfer my ui on 
to nature and to life. Nature was debe 
=" tabjeat, and men to be my auditors> 5 
D 2 | could. 


| 5 
32 T. HE PRINCE OF 


F could never deſcribe. what: 1 d jag 
ſeen: 1 could not hope to move "thoſe 
with delight or terror, whoſe intereſts and . 
ern en e hats 


* ü 


Being nc now N ng a poet, l fam 
every thing with a new purpoſe, my 
ſphere of attention was ſuddenly magni- 
fied: no kind of knowledge was to be 
overlooked. I ranged mountains and de- 
ſerts for images and reſemblances, and 
pictured. upon - my. mind every tree | 
of the foreſt and flower of the valley. 1 
obſerved with equal care the. crags of the 
rock and the pinnacles of the palace. 
Sometimes I wandered along the mazes of 
the rivulet, and ſometimes watched the 
changes of the ſummer clouds. To a 
poet nothing can be uſeleſs. Whatever is 
beautiful, and whatever is dreadful muſt 
de familiar, to his imagination: he muſt 
be converſant with all that is awfully vaſt 
or elegantly little: The. plants of the gar 


den, the animals of the wood, the nimerals. 


* 
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of ths erh jab n if 
all concur to ſtore his mind with. i 


a ine x- | 
hauſtible variety: for every idea is uſeful. 
for the inforcement or decoration of moral 
er religious truth ; and he, who knows 
moſt, will have moſt power of diverſify- 
ing his ſcenes, and-of gratifying his reader 

with remote alluſions and: g 5 its 


* a el 1. was 
therefore careful to ſtudy, and every coun- 
try which I have ſurveyed has contnbut- 


ed nen * e 1 5 
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0% In wide a exe aid the ae 
yon muſt ſurely have left much unobſerv- 
ed. I have lived, till now, within the cir= 
euit of theſe mountains; and yet cannot 
walk abroad without the ſight of ſome 
thing which [had never beheld e 
nnn eite, 


A © The bulinesof a 1 amg * 
L Whexamine, not the individual, but the 
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| — — — — the 
ſttreaks of the tulip, or deſcribe the different 
ſhades in the verdure of the foreſt. He is 


| 7 to exhibit in his portraits of nature ſuch 


prominent and. ſtriking features, as recall 
the original to every mind: and muſt ne» 
gle& the minuter diſcriminations which 
one may have remarked, and another have 
neglected, for thoſe characteriſtics which 
are alike obvious to vigilance and care: 
= But the 8 ae indnlp 
half the taſk of a poet; he muſt be ac- 
quainted, likewiſe with all the modes” of 
life. His character requires that he efti- 
mate the happineſs and miſery of every 
condition; obſerve the power of all the 
paſſions in all. their combinations, and trace 
the changes of the human mind as. they 
Pl modified by vatious inſtitutions. and 
©" acciden tal influences of climate or cuſ- 
tom n the ene of nen to | 
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the Athene of ebend He 
muſt diveſthimſelf of the pre judices of his 
gage or country; he muſt conſider right 
and wrong in their abſtracted and invarf- 
able ſtate; he muſt-diſregard preſent laws 
and opinions, and riſe to general and tran- 
ſcendental teuths; which-will- aways! be 
the ſame; he muſtttherefore content him 
ſelf with. the flow. progreſs of his name; 
contemn the applauſe of his Nn time; and 
commit his claims to the Juſtice! of ipoſtss 
rity. He muſt write as the interpreter of 
nature, and the legiſlator of mankind, and 
conſider; himſelf as preſiding over the 
thoughts and. manners of ſucceſſive gene- 
rations; as of being; ſuperior to time and 
place. His labour is not: yet at an end: 
he muſt know many languages and many 
ſciences; and, that his ſtile may be wor- 
thy of his thoughts, muſk, by- inceſſant 
practice, familiarize to himſelf every deli- 
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oh s narrative cn A bint 
| on a pilgrimage. | 
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TMLAC now En the enthubaſtic: * 7 


Land was proceeding to aggrandize his 
own profeſſion, when the Prince cried out, 
Mtg can ever be a poet. ere. 
eee oy ” 


| 4 T0 "IM wht; ſaid in] is indeed 
very diflicult.” 80 difficult, returned the 
Prince, that 1 will at preſent hear no more 
of his labours. Tell me whither you went 
ragen bad feen — i 


; „Brom Perſia, faid the OY I traveled 
through Syria, and for three years reſided 
in Paleſtine, where I converſed with great 
numbers of the nor ethern and weſtern na- 

TJ tions 
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 Histis of Riltope/;)the nations with" are 
Dew ift peſſeilion« of all Power and a1 
kniwiedge; uhoſe armes are frrefifiible, 
and Whoſe fleets command the remoreft 
parts of the globe. When I compared 
theſe men with the natives of our own 
EKuigdbom and thoſe that ſurround us, they 
appeared almoſt another order of beings. - 
In their countries it: is difficult to wiſh for 
any thing that may not be obtained: a 
thouſand arts} of which we never heard, 
nience and pleaſure; and whatever their 
_ownclimate has denied 1 it is . 
00 . n ann | | 
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the Europeans thus powerful ꝰ oft W,; 


fince they can ſo taſily viſit Afia and Africa 
for trade or conqueſt, cannot the Afratics 
and Africans invade their coaſts, plaat 

colonies in their ports, and give laws to their 
natural princes ? The ſame wind that car- 
ries them beck would bring us thither. - 
D 5 " * 
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1 inks decauſe they are 
mate-over-ignarance, as man —— 
other animals. Bat why their knowledge 


is more than ours, I know not what reaſon 
can be — but the: eee will 


« When, ad the 4 a * 2: ſigh, 
: ſhall I be able-to viſit Paleſtine, and min- 


| gle with this mighty influence of nations? 
Till that happy moment ſhall arrive, let 
me fill up the time with ſuch repreſenta- 


tions as thou canſt. give me. I am not 
ignorant of the motive that aſſembles ſuch 


numbers in that place, and cannot but 


conſider it as the centre of wiſdom and 


piety, to which the beſt and wiſeſt men 
of every land muſt be continually re- 


raf There are ſome nations, ſaid Imlac, 
dt ſend few viltants to Paleſtine; for 


3 


They are; more powerful, Sir, than 


many 
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many numerous and lekrnedrſeQs in Eu, 


rope, concur to cenſure: pilgrimage as ſu⸗ 
Gs — n * 


1 iow hid Kaden prise how lietle 
my life has, made me acquainted with di- 
verſity of opinions: ĩt wilbbe too long tohear 
the arguments on both ſides; you, _ 

have conſidered: them, 2 me the Ar 


| «Pilgrimage; ſaid imac like , 
other acts of piety, may be reaſonable or 
ſuperſtitious; according to the principles 
upon which it is performed. Long jour- 
ne ys in ſearch of truth are not command 
ed. Truth, ſuch as is noceſſary to the 
regulation of life, is always found where it 
is honeſtiy ſought. Change of place is no + 
naturat cauſe of the increaſe of piety, ' for 
it ine vitably produces diſſi pation of mind. 
Yet, ſince men go every day to vie the 
Places Where great actions have been per- 
formed, and return with: ſtrongeꝝ impreſ - 
ſions of the event, curioſity of the ſame - 
kind 
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kind may naturally diſpoſe us to view that 
ning , and I believe no man furveys thoſe. 
awful ſcenes without ſome confirmation of 
holy refolutions. That the Supreme Being 
may be more eaſily propitiated in one 
place than in another, is the dream of idle 
ſuperſtition; but that ſome places may ope- 
rate upon our own. minds in an uncom- 
mon manner, is an opinion which hourly 
_ experience will juſtify. He who ſuppoſes 
q that his: vices may be more ſucceſsfully 
cdmbated in Paleſtine, will, perhaps, find 
himſelf miſtaken, yet he may go thither 
without folly : he who thinks they will be 
more freely pardoned, diſhonours at once 
emen and religion.“ 


* . — 9 „* , | 
— PEE Ore _— 


44 « Theſe, faid the prince, are Minas 
an addons, I will confider them ano- 
ther time. Wen found t to be 

eke thin vo?" me 
1 . 1 % 5 
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„There is fo much infelicity, ſaid the 
poet, in the world, that Carce any man 
has leiſure from his own diſtreſſes to eſti- 
mate the comparative. happineſs of others. n 
Knowledge is certainly o of the means 
of pleaſure, as is confliied by the natural 
deſire which every mind feels of increafing 
its ideas. Tgnocanceis mere privation, ©; 
which nothing can be produced: it is a 
vacuity in which the foul ſits motionleſs 
and torpid for want of attraction; and, 
without knowing why, we always rejoice 
when we learn, and grieve when we'for- 
get. Lam therefore inclined to conclude, 
that, if nothing counteracts the natural 
conſequence of learning, we grow more 
happy as ane _ an 
In cnomerating he pete com- 
forts of life we ſhall find many advantages 
on the fide of the Europeans,” They cure 
wounds and diſeaſes with which we lan- 
gui and periſh. We ſuffer —_— wies 
| | of 
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of weather which they can obviate. They 
have engines for the diſpatch of. many 
_ laborious works, which we muſt perform 
by manual induſtry. There is ſuch com- 
| munication - between-:diftant: places, that 
one friend can hardly: be ſaid to be abſent 
from another. Their policy remeves all 
70 public i inconveniencies : they. have roads 
cut through their mountains, and bridges 
laid upon their. rivers. And; if we de- 
ſcend to the privacies of life, their habita» 
tions are 8 and mw _ 
Wer aue more ſecure.· * t f 


FE «They are furch Tris dad the bene ; 
who: have all theſe conveniencies, of which 
I enyy. none ſo much as the. facility with 
which ſeparated . interchan g their. 
—_— 1 


; . 
les: unhappy. than we, but they are not 
happy. Human life is every where a fate 


Cl 
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| The ory of Imbe continued, 


FAM not yet willing, | aid abe mrigeg 
to ſuppoſe that happineſs, i is ſo par- 
1 diſtributed, to. mortala; nor 
can believe but chat, if L. had. the choice 
of life, I ſhould be able to fill every; day 
with pleaſure. 1 would i injure no man, and 
ſhould. provoke no reſentment: I would 

_relieve every. diſtreſs, and ſhould. enjoy 

the benediQions. of gratitude. I. wauld 
cChooſe my friends among the wiſe; and my 
uife among the virtuous; and. therefore 
ſhould be in no danger from treachery or 
unkindneſs. My, children ſhould, by my 
care, be learned and pious, and would 
repay to my age what their childhood had 


received. What wound: dare to moleft him 
"who 
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who might call on every ſide to thouſands 
enriched by his bounty, or aſſiſted by his: 
power? And why ſhould not life glide 


protection and reverence? All this may 
be. done. without the help of European re- 
finements, which appear by their effects 
to be rather ſpecious than uſeful. ny us 
leave them and RT our Journey. 2 x : 


From Paleffne, fad Imlac, 1 5 "I 
| through many regionsof Aſia; in the more 
chin kingdoms as a trader, and among 
| the Barbarians of the mountams as 4 pil- 
grim. ' At laſt I began to long for my na- 
tive country, that I might repofe after 
my travels, and fatigues, in the places 
where I had ſpent my earlieſt years, and 
gladden my old companions with the reci- 
tal of my adventures. Often did I figure 
to my ſelf thoſe, with whom I had ſported. 
away the gay hours of dawning life, „ſitting 
und me in its evening, wondering. at 
ds tales, and liſtening to my counſels. 
| | a * When 


quietly away in the ſoft reciprocation of 


ABITS'SI NL 


on of my mind, I confidered every mo- 


ment as waſted which did not bring me 


nearer to Abiſſinia. I haſtened 1 into Egypt 
and, notwithſtanding, -my 

was. detained: ten months in the contem- 
plation of its ancient magnificence, and in 
enquiries after the remains of its ancient 


learning. I found in Cairo a mixture of 


all nations; ſome brought thither by the 
boxe of knowledge; ſome by the hope of 
gain, and many by the deſire of living after 


their own manner without obſervation, and. 


of lying hid in the obſcurity of multitudes; 
for, in a city, populous as Cairo, it is poſſi 


ble to obtain at the ſame time the: gratifi- 
cations of ſociety, ; and ee. of ſo- 


litude. 


12 F rom Cairo I FR” to Suez, a 


embarked on the Red fea, paſſing along 
the coaſt till I arrived at the port from 
which I had departed twenty years before. 


\ impatience, 


0 When this thought had taken Pot 


— Wu 
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Here I joined myſelf to a caravan ander re- 
rey * native country, 


„Ino expected te ele of my ; 
kinſmen, and the congratulations: of my 
friends,” and was not without hope that my 
father, Whatever value he had ſet upor 
nches would own with gladnels and pride, 

a ſon ho was able to add to the felicity 
and honour of the. nation- But I was ſoon 
convinced* that my thoughts were vain. 
My father had been dead fourteen years, 
having divided his wealth among my bro- 
chers, who: were removed to fome other 
provinces. - Of my companions the greats 
er part was in the grave, of the reſt ome 
could with difficulty remember me, and” 
ſome conſidered me as one corru — by 
foreign manners. 


. - 


A man nuſed to viciſſitudesis not t eaſihy 
dejected. I forgot, after a time, my diſ- 
appointment, and endeavoured to recem- 
mend myſelf to the nobles of the kingdom: 
they 


STD EO 
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— 


4188 N 2 


PE ROY me to their tables, heard my 

ſtory, and diſmiſſed me. I opened a ſchool, 
and was prohibited to teach. I then re- 
ſolved to fit down in the quiet of dome ſæ 
tic life, and addreſſed a lady that was 
fond of my converſation, but rejected 


from the world, and depend no longer on 
the opinion or caprice of others. I waited 


my ſuit, becauſe my father was a mer» _ 


for the time when. the: gate of of the happy 


ualley ſhould open, that I might / bid fare- 
wel to hope and fear: the: day came; my 
performance was diſtinguiſned with favour, 
and I reſigned: myſelf with r to _ 

9 — 3514 | 


6 Haſt, thou lee found e at 
laſt? ſaid Raſſelas. Tell me vithout re- 
ſerve ; art thou content with thy conditi- 
. or, doſt thou wiſh to be again. wan⸗ 
f dering 
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gering and enquiring. ? All the inhabitants- 
of this valley celebrate their lot; and, at- 
the annual viſrt of the eve df invite 
others: to partake of their n 0 
- bb ET mana ak 
the truth: I know not one of all your at- 
tendants who docs not lament the hour 
when he entered this retreat. I am. leſs 
unhappy than the reſt, becauſe I have a 
replete with images, which I car va- 
and combine at pleaſure. I can amuſe 
my olitide by the renovation of the know: 
edge which begins to fade from my me- 
mory, and with the recollection of goc- 
dents of my paſt life. Vet all this ende 
in the forrowful conſideration, that my 
acquirements are now uſeleſs, and that 
none of my pleaſures can be again enjoy- 
ed. The reſt, whoſe minds have no im- 
preſſion but of the preſent moment, are 
either corroded by malignant paſſions, or 
ft ſtupid in the Roos of n 
Vacancy.” ; 


66 What 
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What paſſions-.can infeſt thoſe, ſaid 

Ana place where impotence precludes ma- 
lice, and where all envy. is-repref 

community of enjoyments.” 


There may be community, ſaid Inilacy 
of material poſſeſſions, but there can ne- 
ver be community of love or of eſteem. It 

muſt happen that one will pleaſe more 
than another.; he that knows himſelf de+ 
ſpiſed will always be envious; and ſtil 
more envious and malevolent, if he is con- 
demned to live in the preſence of thoſe who 
deſpiſe him. The invitations, by Which 
they allure others to a ſtate which they 8 
to be wretched, proceed from the natural 
malignity of hopeleſs, miſery... They are 
-weary of themſelves, and of each other, 
and expect. to find relief in new compani- 
ons. They envy the liberty which their 
. Folly, has forfeited, and, would gladly ſee 


al Sa Apron like-themlſelyes. 5 
. From 
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From this crime, however, 1 am 
1 free. No man can ſay that he is 
wretched by my perſuaſion. I look with 
pity on the crowds who are annually ſoli- 
citing admiſſion to captivity, and with that 


it were lawful for me to warn Nn 5 


| a nn e 00. n e / 


7 My dear 5 id the r Twin 
open to thee my whole heart, that I have 
long meditated an eſcape from the happy 
valley. I have exammed the mountains 
on every ſide, but find myſelf imſuper- 
ably barred: teach me the way to break 
my priſon ; thou ſhalt be the companion of 
my flight, the guide of my rambles, the 
partner of my fortune, and my ſole direc- a 
tor eee o te. a So 


Sir, anſwered the poet, your eſcape 
will __ difficult, and, Fan _ my 


which you Fen to yourſelf ſmooth 14 | 
quiet as the lake in the valley, you will finda 
e 5 wg 
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Fea foaming with tempeſts, and boiling with 

whirlpools: you will be ſometimes over- 
whelmed by the waves of violence, and 
ſometimes daſhed againſt the rocks of 
treachery. Amidſt. wrongs and frauds, 
competitions and anxieties, you wiltwifh | 
a thouſand times for theſe ſeats ofquiet,and 
TIT quit hope to be free from fear, 1 


«Do not ſeek to deter me FAT my pur- | 
poſe, ſaid the prince: I. am impatient” to 
fee what thou haſt ſeen; and, ſince thou art 
thyſelf weary of the valley, it is evident, 
that thy former ſtate was better than this. 
Whatever be the conſequence 6f my ex- 
periment, I am reſoved to Judge with my 
ov n eyes of the various conditions of men, 
and then to make deliberately; wy choice 


of He., 


wy : 


eam afraid, fand tilac; you are hin- 

dered by ſtronger reſtraints than by per- 

ſuaſions; yet, if your detetmination is fixetl, : 
TI dv not counſel you to deſpair. Few 


thingsare ny to diligence and kill.” 
"= = A P. 
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3 
. 


CHAP. Xl. 


Raſſcla diſcovers the means of 
hee cad 


N E prince now + Static 15 — 
rite to reſt, but the narrative of 
wonders and novelties filled his mind with 
perturbation. He revolved all that he 
had heard, and r innumerable 
queſtions for- the morning. . 


Much of his uneaſineſs was now remov- 


ed. He had a friend to whom he could 
icnpart his thoughts, and whoſe experience 
could aſſiſt him in his deſigns. His heart 
was no longer condemned to ſwell with 
ſilent vexation. He thought that even 
the happy valley might he endured with ſuch 
a companion, and that, if they could range 
the world together, he ſhould have. no- 
thing further 0 dige. F x 


as 
In 
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In a few days the water was diſcharge 
Ahe ground dried. The prince 2 
Imlac then walked out together to con- 
verſe without the notice of the reſt. The 
prince, whoſe thoughts were always on the 
ving, as he paſſed by tlie gate, ſaid, with 
a countenance of ſorrow, *- Why art thow 
10 * and why is man ſo jen aneh Wies 


C74" be 7 
NOM! 


88 Man is not weak, anfrered his com- 
panion ; knowledge is more than &quiva- 
lent to force. The maſter of mechanics 
| laughs at ſtrength. I can burſt the gate, 
but cannot do it ſecretly. Some other 
aN muſt be tried. * 


As they Were nd a Ga of the 


mountain, they: obſerved that the conies, 


which the rain had driven from their bur» 
rows, had taken ſhelter among the buſhes; 


and formed holes behind them; :teridin 
upwards in an oblique line. elt has been 


the opinion of antiquity, ſaid Imlac, that 
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Naben, reaſon. borrowed many arts from 
he inftint-of animals; let us, therefore, 


not think ourſelves degraded by learning 


We may eſcape by 

Piercing the mountain in the fame di- 
rection. We vill begin where the ſummit 
hangs over the middle part, and labour 
upward till we ſhall ĩſſue out *. the 


* 


The eyes of the - ee view he 
heard: this propoſal, fparkled with joy. 


The execution was eaſy, and the ſucceſs 
certain. I SE 7 8 


No time was now loſt. They haſtened 
early in the morning * -chuſe a place 
proper for their mine. They clambered 
with great fatigue among crags and bram- 
bles, and returned without having diſco- 
vered any part that favoured their deſign. 
The ſecond and the-third day were ſpent 
in the ſame manner, and with the ſame 
fruſtration, But, on the fourth, they found 


a ſmall 


A BTSSINI AY 55 
a ſmall caverh, concealed: by a thicket, 


where * reſolved ark e 
n 4g | . Dith 2 91 i I-13 
TT lat. nes 7 þ v 22) 


„Ales aach Is eee proper 10 | 
bew ſtone and remove earth, and they 
fell to their work on the next day with 
more eagerneis than vigour. They were 
preſently exhauſted by their efforts, and 
fat down to pant upon the gras. The 
prince, for a moment, appeared to be diſ- 
couraged. Sir, faid his companion, 
practice will enable us to coritimue Bur l- 
bour. for a longer time; mark however, 
how far we have advanced, and you will 
find that our toil will ſome time have an 
end. Great works are performed, not by 
ſtrength, but perſeverance: yonder palace 
was raiſed by ſingle ſtenes, yet you ſee 
its height and-ſpaciouſneſs; He thatſhall 
walk with vigour three hours a day, will 
paſs in ſeven years a ſpace N to the 
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| -T hey returtied to their labour day: after 
day, and, in a ſhort time, found a fiſſure 


2 in the rock, which enabled them to paſs 


far with very little obſtruction. This 


Raſſelas conſidered as a good omen. Do 


not diſturb your mind, ſaid Imlac, witli 


ether hopes or feats than reaſon may ſug- 
geſt: if you are pleaſed with prognoſties 
of. good, you will be terrified likewiſe 
with tokens of evil, and your whole life 


will be a. prey: to-ſuperfiition, Whatever 


facilitates aur work is more than an omen, 
it is a cauſe of ſucceſs. This isone of thoſe 


pleaſing ſurpriſes. which often happen to 


active reſolution. Many things difficult 
to > deſign p 1 850 Bag en g? 


CHAP. vv. 


Raſſelas and Pals Teceive an unex- 
| peed viſit. 


| n EY had now octane _— 


Ito the middle, 40d * their la- 
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bour with the approach of liberty, when 
the prince, coming down to refreſh him- 

{elf with air, found his ſiſter Nekayah 
ſtanding before the mouth of the cavity, 

he ſtarted and ſtood confuſed, afraid to 
tell his deſign, and yet hopeleſs to conceal 
it. A few moments determined him to re- 
poſe on her fidelity, and ſecure her fecrecy- 
by. a declaration without. reſerve. 110 Sie 


Dirt 511 11 mM; i: Song bis Mer i 31 1711 v1 


* 


Do not imagine, | ſaid? ee | 
that L came hithet as a ſpy: I had often 


obſerved fron my window; that you'and 


Imlac directed your vialk every day” to- 
wards the arte pdintʒ bur. did: not ſup- 
poſe you had any. better reaſon for the pre- 
ference than a cooler ſuade, ot more fra- 
grant bank; nor followed you with any 
other deſign than o partake of your con- 
verſation. Since then not ſuſpicion but 
fondneſs has detected: you, let me not loſe 
the advantage of my diſcovery. I am 


equally weary. of confinement with yours 


ſelf and not leſs deſirous of knowing what 
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is done or ſuffered in the world. Permit 
me to fly with you from this taſteleſs tran- 
quillity, which will yet grow more loath- 
ſome when you have left me. You may 
deny me to accompany erw. * —_— 

hinder me from Glowing" E- 


We! prince, who loyed 1 above 
bis other ſiſters, bad no inclination to re» 
fuſe her requeſt, and grieved that he had 
Vt an opportunity of fhæwing his confi- 
dence by a voluntary communicatiom 
It; was. therefore agreed that ſlie- ſhould 
the! mean time; the ſhquld watch, leſt 
any other ſtraggler ſhould, by chance ot 
Ws allows theme to n moamain. | 


R Aa 4 


laren iber 2 wile | 
they ſaw light beyond the prominence, 
and, ifſuing ia the top of the moun- 
tai, beheld the Nile, yet a narrow cur 
2 . beneath ban. 110 


The prince looked re | 
anticipeted all the pleaſures of travel, and 
in thought was already tranſported be- 
yonꝗ his father's dominions. Imlae, though 
very joyful at his eſcape, had leſs expecta- 
tion of pleaſure in the world, which he had 
before tried, and of which he had been | 
Nester 1 
n 23 "4 

Kastel was wen ber with * 
wider horizon, that he cod not ſoon be 
perſuaded to return into the valley. He 

informed his ſiſter that the way was open, 
and that nothing now remained mem 
e for eee n 


as 
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The p prince and W hero the 
valley, and ſee GO woken 
HE prince ann vial bed N 1 
ſufficient to make them rich when» _ 
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ever they came into a place of commerce, 
which, by Imlac's direction, they hid in 
their cloaths, and, on the night of the next 
full moon, all left the valley. The prin- 
ceſs was followed only by a ſingle fa vour- 
ite, who did not know whither ie. was 


going. 4 24 | ; ; - 5 | 


They clendbered 3 the cavity, a 
began to go down on the other ſide. Phe 
| Princeſs and her maid turned their eyes to- 
| wards every part, and, ſeeing nothing to 
bound their proſpect, conſidered them 
ſelves as in danger of being loſt in a drea · 
ry vacuity. They ſtopped and trembled, 
I am alſo afraid, ſaid the princeſs, to be- 
gin a journey of which cannot perceive 
an end, and to venture into this immenſe 
plain where I may be approached on eve- 
ry ſide by men whom I never ſaw.” The 
prince felt nearly the ſame emotions, 
though he ney it more many to con» 
os them. bn: 
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1 
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brinnlac miled at their. terror, and Lats 
couraged them to proceed; hut the prin- 
ceſs continued irreſolute, till ſhe had been 
2 W forward too far hy 5 
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1 * dee ey 1 bound ſome meß⸗ 
herds in the field, Who ſet milk and fruits 
before them. The princeſs wondered that- 
ſhe did not ſee a palace ready for her re- 
ception, and a table ſpread with delicacies; 
but; being faint and hungry, the drank 
the milk and eat the fruits, and thought 
them of a, higher flavour than . 2 
ducts of rr eM Sn 


They trave lledſorward by eaſy journeys, 
being all unaccuſtomed to toil or difficulty, 
and knowing, that though they might be! 
miſſed,” they could net be purſued. "In 
a few days they came into a more populous” 
region; where Imlac was diverted with the 


= miration which his com e 
bi of tt | * v7 8 2 n 


EY diverſity of mengen, baron * 
em bee. . 


Their dreſs was fuch Et a * 
upon them the ſuſpicion of having any 


thing to conceal, yet the prince, where- 

ever he came, expected to be obeyed, and 
- the princeſs was frighted, becauſe. thaſe 
that came into ber preſence did not proſ- 
trate themſelves before her. Imlac was 
forced ta obſerve them with great vigi- 
lance, leſt they ſhould . betray their rank 
by their unuſual behaviour, and detained 
them ſeveral weeks in the firſt village to 
| accuſtom them to the fight of common 
mortals. 


By degrees the royal ie were ; 
| taught to ynderſtand that they had for a 
time laid afide their dignity, and were to: 
expect only ſuch regard 28 lberality and 
courteſy. could procure. And Imlag hav- 
ing, by many admonitions, prepared them 
te endure the tumults of a port, and the 

ruggedneſs 


ABFSSINAAT 8g 


knees of the commercial race,, 
brought them down hated? ſea-coaſt:. 


The prince alte bis filter: to whom every 
thing was new, were guatiied equally at 
all places, and therefore remained for ſome 
months at the port without any inclination - 
to paſs further. Imlac was content with 
their ſtay, becauſe he did not think it fafe 
to expoſe them, unpractiſed in the world, 
to the hazards of a ws, er 


At laſt he - Liga far leſt they Would 
he diſcovered, and propoſed to fix a day 


for their departure. They had no preten- 


ions to judge for themſelves; and referred 
the whole ſcheme to his direction- Ne 
therefore took paſſage in a ſhip; to Suez z. 
and, when the time came, with great diff · 
oulty prevailed on the princeſs: to enter 


the veſſel. They had a. quick and profs- 


perous voyage, and from ag travelled 
by. land to Cairo. 


Sw 
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Per enter Cairo, and find every 
e man e 


8 1 the city, which fill: 
ed the ſtrangers with aſtoniſhment, 
4 This, faid Imlac to the prince, is the 
place where: travellers and merchants aſ- | 
ſemble from all. the corners of the earth. 
You will here find men of every character, 
and every occupation. Commeree is here 
honourable : I will act as a merchant, and 
vou ſhall. live as ſtrangers, who have no 

other end of travel than curioſity ; it will 

ſoon be obſerved that we are rich ; our 
reputation will procure us acceſs to all 
whom we ſhall defire to know ; you will 
ſee all the conditions of humanity, , and 
enable yourſelf at. leiſure to make n 
eee 


They now entered the wan. ſtunned dy 


the noiſe, and offended by the crowds. 
InfiruQion 


—— ＋ v4 : 5 | 11 ' 4 
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Inſtruction had not yet ſo prevailed over 
habit, but that they wondered to ſee them- 
ſelves paſs undiſtinguiſhed along the ſtreet, 

and met by the loweſt of the people with- 
out reverence or notice. The princeſs could 
not at firft bear the thought of being level- 
fed with the vulgar, and, for ſome days, 
continued in her chamber, where ſhe was 
ferved by her EY as in Fr Palace of 
the valley; © | 


Imlac, who andere traffic, ſold part 
of the jewels the next day, and hired a houſe, 
which he adorned with ſuch magnifi- 
cence that he was immediately confidered 
as a merchant of great wealth. His polite- 
neſs attracted many acquaintance, and his 
generoſity made him courted by many de- 
pendants. His table was crowded by men 
of every nation, who all admired his know. . 
ledge and folicited his favour. His compa- 
nions, not being able to mĩx in the conver- 
fation, could make no diſcovery of their i ig- 
norance or ſurpriſe, and were gradually 
Eh Wo 1” Initiated 


5 
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initiated in the world; as they gained 
knowledge: of the language. 5 4 


The prince * by frequent = hy 
been taught the uſe and-nature of money; 
but the ladies could not, for a long time, 
comprehend what the merchants did with 
fmall pieces of gold and ſilver, or why: 
things of ſo little uſe ſhould be received: 


as equivalent to the neceſſaries of life. 


They ſtudied the language two years, 


while Imlac was preparing. to ſet before 


them the various ranks and conditions uf: 
mankind. He grew. acquainted: with alt. 
who had any thing uncammon. in their 
fortune or conduct. He frequented the vo- 
luptuous and the frugal, the idle and the bu- 
V, the merchants * the e menof . f 


"Ihe; prince, being now * 5 to ed . 


with fluency, and having learned the cau- 
tion neceſſary to be obſerved in his inters 


courſe with ſtrapgers, began to accom- 
oli pany 
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many Imlac to places of reſort, and to en · 
ter into all aſſembies. that he might make. 
his chance of He. | 


For ſome tune be 3 l 
leſs, becauſe all appeared to him equally 
happy. Wherever he went he met gaiety 
and kindneſs, and heard the ſong of joy, 
or the laugh of careleſſneſs. He began to, 
believe that- the world overflowed with: 
univerſal plenty, and that nothing was 

withheld eitheg from want or merit; that 
every hand ſhowered liberality, and every 
| heart melted with benevolence ; © and who. 

then, 925 he, will be ute be wretch-. 
n | | 


5 
1 


Iglac permitted the pleafing deluſion, 
and was. unwilling to crulh the hope of in 
experience, till one day. having at a while 
filent, 1 Know not, ſaid the prince, what. 
can be the reaſon, that I am more unhap- 
py than any, of our friends. L ſee them 
et and wagen cheerful, but 

feel 
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feel my own mind reſtleſs and uneaſy, 1 
ar unſatisfied with thoſe pleaſures which 
I ſeem moſt to court; I live in the crowds · 
of jollity, not ſo much to enjoy company 
as to ſhun'myſelf, and am _ loud a 
—__— e G are Wee 19% 
0 Every man, ſaid imlac, may, by exa- 
mining his own mind, gueſs what paſſes i in- 
the minds of others: when you feel that 
your own gaiety is counterfeit, it may. 
juſtly lead you to ſuſpect thabof your com- 
panions not to be ſincere. Envy is com- 
monly reciprocal. Weare long before we 
are convinced that happineſs is never to be! 
found, and each believes it poſſeſſed by 
others, to keep alive the hope of obtaining 
it for himſelf. In the aſſembly, where you 
paſſed the laſt night, there appeared ſuclr 
ſprightlineſs of air, and volatikty of fancy, 
a might have ſuited beings of an higher 
order, formed to inhabit ſerener regions 
inacceſſible to care or forrow:: yet, 'be- 
4 me, princs, there wasnot one who didi 
not 
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not dread the moment when ſolitude 


| ſhould deliver him to the tyranny. of re- 
flection.” 


. 


This, ſaid the prince, my be true f 
others ſince it is true of me; yet, what- 
ever be the general infelicity of man, one 
condition is-more happy than another, and 
wiſdom ſurely directs us · to take the leaſt 


evil in the choice of Mf. 


„ 

tf „ 
* # 4 3 
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« The cauſes of good and evil, anſwer- 
ed Imlac, are ſo various and uncertain, ſo 
often entangled with each other, ſo diver- 
fified by various relations, and- ſo mach 
fubject· to accidents which cannot be fore- 
ſeen, that he who would fix his condition 
upon ineonteſtable reaſons of preferenee; 
muſt live and die 2 and deliber- 
ating.” " 


ut ſurely, ſaid Raſſelas, the wiſe men, 
to whom we liſten with reverence and won- 


der, choſe that mode of life for themſelves 
which 
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which * thought moſt likely to make 
them happy. 


Very few, ſaid the poet; live by choice. 
Every man is placed in his preſent condi- 
tion by cauſes which. acted without his 
foreſight; and with which he did not a 
ways willingly co-operate ; and therefore 
you will rarely meet one who does not 
think the lot of his neighbour . 
his own.” 


sam pleaſed to think, ſaid the prince, 
that. my birth bas given me at leaſt, one 
advantage over others, My enabling me to 
determine ſor myſelf. I have here the 
world before me; 1 will review it at leaſure: 
ſurely een is ſomewhere. to be- 
E found.” 2 
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CHAP. XVII. 


The” prince aſſociates with young 
men of ſpirit and gaiety. 


ASSELAS roſe next day, and re- 
ſolved to begin his experiments up- 
on life. « Youth, cried he, is the time of 
gladneſs: 1 will Join 1 myſelf t to the young 
men, whoſe only, buſineſs is to gratify 
their defires, and whoſe time is all 1 in 


A a ſucceſſio [ſion of of Finns 2 
0 boch! ſSGefies be was ben Ale 
but a few days brought | him back \ weary 
and diſguſted. Their mirth Was without 
images, their laughter without motive; . 
their | dikires were groſs and fenfua), in 
which the mind had no part; their conduct 
was at, once wild and mean; they laughed 
at order and at law, but the frown of pow 
Lr de cjeCted, and the eye of wiſdom abaſh- 

ed them. CTY 
The 


* 
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The prince ſoon. concluded, that be 
ſhould never be happy in a courſe of life 
of which he was aſhamed, He. thought it 

unſuitable to a reaſonable being to act with- 

out a plan, and to be ſad or cheerful only. 
by chance. * Happineſs, ſaid he, 
be ſomething ſolid and permanent, witts 


_ 


out fear and without er, AN 
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LE EET. 


But 12 ng companions ad gained 
ſo much of bis regard by their franknels 
and courteſy, .. that. he could not leave 
them without warning and remonſtrance. 
My friends, ſaid he, I. have ſeriouſſy 
conſidered our m ARIES; our proſpedts, : 
and find that we have miſtaken our. own 
intereſt. The firſt. years of man muſt 
make proviſion for the laſt. He that n ne- 
ver, thinks never. can, be wiſe. Ferpe- 
ä tual levity muſt end. in ignorance z and 
intemperance, though it may fire the pi. 
rits for an hour, will make life ſhort or mi- 
ſcrable. Let us conſider that youth is of 


* 
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no long duration, and that in maturer age, 
when the enchantments of faney ſhall 
ceaſe, and phantoms of delight dance no 
more about us, we fhall have no comforts 
but the eſteem of wiſe men, and the means 
of doing good. Let us, therefore, ſtop, 
Vile to ſtop is in our power: let us live as 
men who are ſome time to grow old, and 
— whom i it will be the moſt dreadful of all 
evils not to. count their paſt years but by 
follies, and to be reminded of. their for- 
mer luxuriance of health only by the ma- 
ladies which riot bas raped,” = 
"They Rared a while in 1 one upon 
another, and, at laſt, drove him away by 


a dere of. continued 8 : 


The Aba: Sa at bo. 3 
were juſt, and his intentions kind, was 
ſcarcely | ſufficient. to ſupport hi im againſt 
the horrors: of deriſion. But he recover 

ed Ins param, and purſued his ſearch. 


CHAP. 


* _ PR Was 


_ 


CHAP vill 


. 


The prince Eads a wiſe and happy 
man. 
As be was one day walking in the 

A ſtreet he ſaw a ſpacious building 
which all were, by the open doors, mvited 
To enter: he followed the ſtream of people, 
and found it a hall or ſchool of declama- 
tion, in which profeſſors read lectures to 
their auditory. He fixed his eye upon a 
ſage raiſed above the reſt, who diſcourſed 
with, great energy on the government of 
the paſſions. His look was venerable, his 
action graceful, his pronunciation clear, 
and his diction elegant. He ſhewed, with 
great ſtrength of ſentiment, and variety 
of illuſtration, that human nature is de- 
87 ded and debaſed, when the lower fa- 
cult ties predominate over the higher; that 


* fancy, the parent of paſſion, ufurps 
the dorninion of the mind, nothing enſues 
By 
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but the natural effect of unlaw ful govern- 

ment, perturbation and confuſion ; that 
the betrays the fortreſſes of the intelle& to 
rebels, and excites her children to ſedition 
againſt reaſon, their lawful ſovereign. He 
compared reaſon to the ſun, of which the 
light is conſtant, uniform, and 'laſtings 
and fancy to a meteor, of bright but tran- 


ſitory luſtre, irregular in its motion, and 
decluſive in its direction. 


He then communicated: the various pre- 
-cepts given from time to time for the con- 
queſt of paſſion, and diſplayed the happi- 
_neſs of thoſe who had obtained the impor- 
tant victory, after which man is 3 
the ſlave of fear, nor the fool of hope; iö8 
no more emaciated by envy, inflamed by 
anger, emaſculated by tenderneſs, or de- 
preſſed by grief; but walks on calmly 
through the tumults or the privacies of life, 
as the ſun purſues alike his _ Rong 
the calm or the ſtormy ſky. 


7 . e , > 


. 
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He enumerated many examples of he- 
roes immoveable by pain or pleaſure, who 


looked with indifference on thoſe modes 
or accidents to which the vulgar give: the 
names of good and evil. He exhorted his 
hearers to lay aſide their prejudices, and 


arm themſelves againſt the ſhafts of ma- 


"lice, or, misfortune, by invulnerable pati- 


ence ; concluding, that this ſtate only was 
-happineſs, and that this happineſs was in 


every one's power. 


| Raſſchas liſtened -to him with the vene- 
Tation due to the inſtructions of a ſuperior 
being, and, waiting for him at the door, 
humbly implored the liberty of viſiting ſo 
great 2 maſter of -true. wiſdom, The 
lecturer heſitated a moment, when Raſſelas 
put a purſe of gold into his hand, which he 


received with a mixture of joy and won- 


I have found, ſaid the prince, at his 
return to Imlac, a man who can teach all 
that 


Fd 
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that 11 nece 10 ry to be 8 who, | from 
the unthaken throne of rational EI 

odks' down on the ſcenes of life chang- | 
ing beneath him. He ſpeaks, and atten- 
tion watches his lips. He reaſons, and 
convidtion cloſes his perfods.” "This man 
ſkill be my future guide: 1 Will fark his 
 Uoetrities, and imitate dee n. 8 8 


Be not too haſty Rad Imlac, a wat, | 
or to admire, the teachers of morality: 
they dicourſe like angels, but: a 315 55 
men.“ 6 was init 


Raft ſelas, who pl not conceive how 
ally! man could reaſon ſo forcibly without 
feeling the « cogency of his own argument 
paid his viſit in a few days, and was deni 100 
admiſſion. He had now learned the pow- 
er of money, and made his way by a piece 
of old to the inner apartment, vhere he 
found the Philoſopher | in a room half, dark- 
ened, with his Eyes m iy, and Bis face 

Vor. . F Us pale. 


= 45 « Sir, Gid he. vou are come at a 

me when all human friendſhip is uſeleſs; 
what I ſuffer « cannot. be. remedied;. what ! 
have loſt cannot be ſupplied. My daugh- 
ter, my only daughter, from whoſe ten- 
derneſs Lexpęcied all the aan en of my 
age, died, Jaſtpight of a fever. My views, 
my purpoſes, any hopes are at an end: 1 
am now a lonely * diſunited from. ſo- 


2” * 
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r, ſaid the prince, mortality f is an 
event by which a wiſe man can never be 
ſurpriſed : we know that death is always 
near, and it ſhould therefore always be ex- 
pected. oF * Young man, anſwered the phi- 
loſopher, you ſpeak like one that has never 
felt the pangs of ſeparation.” 5 Have you 


then forgot the precepts, ſaid Raſſelas, 
vrlich you ſo powerfully enforced ? Has 


wiſdom no ſtrength to arm the heart 
againſt calamity? Conſider, that exter- 
nal things are naturally variable, but truth 


and reaſon are always the ſame.“ « What 
comfort, 


og ard e of . alfe& are they” 
now, but to tell me, that my daughter will 
not be reſſored ?- 5 1 £ £54 15 
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The prince, 3 Bt . not 


I ſuffe him to inſult miſery with reproof; 
vent ava convinced of the emptineſs of 
rhetorical ſound, and the incfficacycof:po- 


liſhed Rs and ſtudied ſeqtonge Fa) 


{ F 
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"A glimpſe of paſtoral . 


quiry:; and, having heard of a her- 


mit, that lived near the loweſt cataract f 
the Nile, and filled the hole country with - 


the fame of his ſanctity, reſolved to viſit. 
; his retreat, and enquire whether that felici- 


ty which: public life could not afford, 
_ was to be found in ſolitude; and whether 


: a man, whoſzage and virtue made him ve· 
111 0 0 2 nerable, 


% 


— 


E was ſtill eager upon the Se en- 
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nerable, could teach any pecular att of 


Tung uin ieee ape O21 | 
Wie arent cr rg tft ist et tud work 

| Imlac uren princeſs Agssed to ac- 
company him, and, after the neceſſary 
Preparations, they began their jpurney. 
Nara lay —— thep- 


were e playing x n the ae Ire This 
ſaid the poet, is the life-which has been of- 
ten celebrated for its innocence and quiet: 
let us paſs the heat of t the day among the 
ſhepherds tents, and know whether all our 


ſearches are not to terminate in xr 
e 


- The propolal pleaſe them, x and 4 ty 
and familiar queſtions, en their nen 
of their own ſtate: they were ſo rude and 
ignorant, ſo little able to oompare the good 
with the evil of the occupation, and ſo in- 
diiſtinct in their narratives and deſcriptions, 
hat very little could be learned from them. 


S 8:4: W 1A i 


But i it was evident that their hearts were 
cankered with diſcontent; that they con- 
ſidered themſelves as condemned to labour 
for the luxury of the rich, and looked up 
with ene enen aher e | 

ene 185 
"The princeſs — vith; 8 


men e, that Ko! would never ſuffer theſe 
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dupe not believe aral _ 


Sk | | ? | — time weuld eome, when, | 
with 6 fem riewous and eee e 


brooks. and bias 6 to one «of her maidens 
| readibg i in the ſhade. 
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till the heat com pelled 
them to look round fer Theher. t u 
ſmall diftiice they fü. a leck vd, Whith 
they 10 Wouef entered en Ie | 
habitations of men. "The ſhrubs were dili- 
gently cut away to open walks where the 
e — the ugh s%of ops 
ſeats of — rurf were iſe i 0 r 
ſpaces, and a rivulet; that wantoned along 
the ſide of a winding path, had its banks 
ſometimes opened into ſmall baſons, and 
it ſtream ſometimes obſtructed by Httle 


mounds of flone. heaped together tc in- 


e 15 
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Mochte and enter ge 1 other 
with conjecturing what, or who, he could 
be, that, in thaſe rude and unfrequented 
regions, had leiſure and art Be ſuch harm- 
leſs luxury. * 


A they advanced, they 8 the {land d 
| of muſic, and ſaw youths. and virgins, 
dancing in the grove ; and going ſtill ur- | 
ther, . beheld a ſtately palace built upon a 
hill ſurrounded with Od. The laws. 0 
eaſtern hoſpitality allowed them to enter, 
and the maſter. welcomed 2 like ; a man, 
werk ald wealthy. | an, Gn 1 


e E 
- 


* 
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He was Keitfur aids in, appearances. 
ſoon to diſcetn that they were no com- 
mon gueſts, and ſpread "his. table with 
rhagnificence. | The eloquence of Imlac. 
caught his attention, and the lofty cour- 
teſy of the princeſs. excited his reſpect. 
When they offered to depart, de entreated 


ar „ their 


e r * 
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their ſtay, and was the next day til more 
| unwilling to diſmiſs them than before. 


They were eaſily perſuaded to ſtop, and ci- 
vility grew up in time to freedom and 
confidence. | 


"The prince 306 by taw all "5; 838 


cheerful, and all the face of nature ſmiling | 


round the place, and could not forbear. to 


| hope that he ſhould find here what he was 


ſeeking; but when he was congratulating 
the maſter upon bis poſſeſſions, he anſwer» 
ed vith a ligh, « My condition. bas indeed, 

the a of happineſs, but a | 


ances are delubve. _My proſperity, puts 


my life in danger; the Baſſa of Egypt is 
my enemy, incenſed only by my wealth 
and popularity. I have been hitherto pro- 
tected againſt him by the princes of the 
country,;, but, as the favour of the great is 
uncertain, I know not how ſoon. my. des. 
fenders may be perſuaded to ſhare- the 
plunder with the Baſſa. I have ſent my 
e into a ange country; and, upon: 
<7 kv 0 
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dens. ven. have . 
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"Ati! exile uinatherþrinbdld” 
was ſaj much diſturbed-with/the tumult᷑ of - 
gee eee eee ſhe:rerined ts 
thigh kind ne bew da 78 


then went forward to find the 3 1 
li. 48 tea ad 6 00.1 = 1h edlT 
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"Pho" happineſs; of 
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(HEY eme ee tur wag „ 
the direction of the peaſants; to the 
hermit's dell 2 it Ws“ à Cabefh in He fide - 
of a mountain; over-ſhidoWedAyith pal 
— at ſuch a diſtance from the ea taract. 
Ni Fs. that. bo 
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| that nothing-more-was heard than. get 
mr mu nur; ſuch as conipeſetthe 
= mind to penſive meditation, eſpecially 
when it was aſſiſted by the wind whiſt⸗ 
ling among the branches. The firſt rude 

—— nature had been 3 e 


I to different uſes, neee lodg> 
ing to travellers, whom darkneſs or tem 
| poſi erde overtake. 11; biz, . 
. lo nd = b | f} ot DA ut 22D aff? 
The hermit ſat on a bench at the . | 

to enjoy the coldneſs of the evening. Oa 
one ſide lay a bock with pens and papers, 
on the other mechanical inſtruments of va- 
mug kinds. As they, approached him un- 
regarded, the princeſs, obſerved that he 
had not the countenance of a man that had 


e could tea teach, the ay to nf 

4-03. tes 272 do notoon ts 
Ty 5 | They faluted, him: ajeh great $5 eV 
which he-repaig.. like a man not unaccuſ- 
3 59 the - eau. „My chil; 


dren, 
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ren, faid ny if or have ben your w way, X 
you mall be will ngly ſupp ed with. duch 
| conveniencies for the night as | this- caverh : 
will afford. 1 have all that nature fe- 


quires, and you. will not. Sn delicacies ; 
in a hetmit's cell,” 8 


. 17 2 
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They thanked him, and, entering, were 
pleaſed with the neatneſs and regularity of 
the place. The hermit: ſet fleſh and wine 
beſore re them, tho ugh he fed only upon fruits 
and water. His diſeourſe was cheerful 


without levity, and pious without enthit- 


alm. He ſoon gained the eſteem of His 
giielts, and the Princeſs: —_ of Hier 


p to h N 14 5 «$f A * it 233 
hal * cenlure. an 
l 5 19955} vin dae 1 
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At laſt Imlac began tus: ds not 
now wonder that your reputation is fo far 
extended: we have heard at Cairo of 
your wiſdom, and came hither to implore 
your direction for this young, man and 
| poo it he chaice 7 8 N „ 


Pr 
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* Jo bim that lives well, anſwered the 


c it, every form of life is good; nor 
can 1 give any other rule for choice, than z 


to en "re? * rent e, , 
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« He will remove e welt certain 10 from 
evil, faid the prince, who ſhall devote. 
himſelf to that ſolitude K d re- 
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tu e, ſaid the hermit, but have no deſire 
that my example ſhould gain any imitators. 
In my youth I. profeſſed arms, and was 
raiſed by . degrees to the higheſt military : 
rank. I have traverſed wide counties at 
the head of my troops, and ſeen many 
_ battles and ſieges. At laſt, being diſ- 
.guſted by the preferment of a younger 
officer, and finding my. vigour. beginning 
to decay, I reſolved to cloſe my life in 
peace, having found the world full of 
ſnares, diſcord, and miſery. I had once 
eſeaped from the on of the enemy by... 
| a; 


the ele, . — ang, therefor 
ed artificers to form it r ee 
ſtored it Fitch all tht; I: Was Hay 4s 


cog wat | 3201 Int em ral I bans let to 
4 lite Bens val bas " ale 
© 4 For dome time after my retreat, I re- 
 joiced like a tempeſt-beaten tailgr at his 
entrance inte the harbour, being . 
h ſudden change of the poiſe 
hurry of, war, to ſtillneſs and repoſe. 
When the pleaſure of novelty \ went away, 
I employed my hours in examining the 
plants which grow in the valley and the I 
minerals which I collected from the rocks. 
But that enquiry is now grown. taſteleſs, 
and irkſome. I have been for ſore time 
unſettled and diſtrafted;: my mind! is diſ- 


turbed with a thouſand,  perplexities | of 


doubt, and. yanities o of imaginati on, which 
. Prevail upon me, becauſe I have. 
no opportunities of relaxation or diver- 

Gon. I am ſometimes aſhamed to think that 
1 could not ſecure myſelf from vice, but 
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by retiring "froth the practice of virtue, 
and begin to fuſpe& that I was rather im- 
pelled by reſentment, than led by devori- 
on, into ſolitude. My fancy riots in ſcenes 
of tolly, and I lament that I have loſt ſb 
much, and have gained ſo little. In ſoli- 
tude,” if 1 eſcape the exaniple"of bad 
men, F want likewiſe the counſel and 
converſation of the good. I have been 
f long comparing the evils with the advan 
tages of ſociety, and reſolve to'return | into. 
the world to-morrow. The life of a 'foli ta- 
Ty man will certainly be miſe rable, but hot 


4 © FEET 
certainly devout.” „ 
2X; NA 55 it 1 


A ey hea hea rd*his reſolarivn with ſurpliſe, 
Put, after a ſhort pauſe, « offered to conduct. 


him to Cairo. He dug up a conſider- 
able treaſure which he had hid among the 


rocks, and accom ipanied them to the city, 
on Which, As he a ppibached it, be 2 
with rapture... ; h 
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ASSELAS. went ' often, to an aſ- 
IX dogs 90 learned rat who wett 
* | their pn Ag, nn 
were ſomewhat coarſe, but their .converſa; 
tion was inſtructive, and their diſputations 
© acute; though ſometimes too violent, and 
olfem continued till, neither. coptroyert} * 
an rh upon, what queſtion they he 
Some faults, were almaſt g Ne Al . 


5 ee them: every one was deine to 
dictate to the reſt, and every one was 
pleaſed to hear the geniu ee Kemeten 
r Gepreciated .. + be cuter a 


is (2 w os > 
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In his aſſembly Raſſelas was relating by 
interyiew with the hermit, and the wonder 
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with which he heard him cenſure a oourſe 


of life which he haq; ſo deliberately choſen, 
and fo laudably followed. The ſenti- 
ments of the rers were various. , Some 5 
were of e that tl ie folly. of His 
choice had beef uff Pate by; con- 


demnation to perpetual perſeverance. One 
of the ger among ue S.. 


Pos oY eon 
cat us a defertion vf Sen ee 
tesdihy allowed; thix here We n Ae 
chen the clittns 6f tlie public? werd fart 
ed, Ab When's fan tight ptößer Fe 
le. Mmſeifp tb viene, his fr. id 
| 2 his heart. 18 2110 55 2 1 ie 
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= Oc! wwho- appeared more e 
e altre chan me telt, thought it 
likely, that the hermit would, m A e 
years, go back to his retreat, and, per- 
haps, if ſhame did not reſtraftt, Wan 


Tt al wy retorg once mole from” his 
retreat + 
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retreat into the world: 5 For the hope of 
happineſs, ſays he, is ſo Rrongly, impreſſed, 
that the longeſt experience is not able to | 
efface it. Of the preſent ſtate, whatever 
it be, we feel, and are forced to gõnleſt 
the miſery, yet, when the ſame ſtate is 
again at a diſtance, imagination paints it 
as deſirable... But the time will ſurely 
come, when, deſire will be no longer o 
torment, and no man ne weighed. 
| hen nin, 7 19:15 2 5158 

| 0 baid. 20 - 
| © This, ad a. . 
heard him. with, tokens of great impatir. 
ence, is the preſent condition of aawiſe 
man. The time is already come, when 
none are wretched but by their own fault, 
Nothing is more idle than to enquire aſter 
happineſs, wich nature has kindly placed 
within our reach, The way to be happy 
is to live according to nature, in obedience 
to that univerſal and unalterable law with 


which every heart is originally impreſſ ds 
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engraven by deſtiny, not inſtilled by edu- 


cation, but infuſed at our nativity. '-He' 
that lives according to nature, will fuffer 


importunities of defire he will receire and 
reject with equability of temper ; aric 

or fuffer as the reaſon of things ſhall alter- 
nately preſcribe. - Other men may amuſe 
themſelves with ſußtle definitions, er in- 
tricateraticcination.” Let them learn to be 
wiſe by eaſier means: let them obſerve 
the hind of the foreſt, and the linnet of the 
grove: let them conſider the liſe of ani- 
mals, whoſe motions are regulated by in- 
ſtinct; they obey their guide and are ap- 
py. Let us therefore at length, ceaſe to 
diſpute and learn to live; throw away the 
incumbranee of precepts, which they who 
utter them with ſo much pride and pomp 
do not underſtand, and carry with us this 
fimple and intelligible maxim, That devi- 
ation from nature is deviation from lap- 
. n | 


ws of 4 * 3 4 
4 


Wben 


" TS | 
£5538 FE 


from the deluſions of hope, or N 
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When he bad Mais he 
bim with a plaecid air, Sth enjoyed 9% 
conſciouſneſs of his oon ben | 
*8r, Gi he privr with great mod 
| A —— — has 
| — — diſcourſe: I du¹bỹj 
not the truth of a poſition which a man ſo 
learned has ſo confidently advanced. Let 
| meonly know y what 1. Y 00 wk * 


85 to wahre 


„Wen T !fihid! young men @ humble 


and ſo -docile;- (aid the pinloſupher, I can 
deny them no information nen 


dies have enabled me to afford. To live 
according to nature, is to act always, with 
due xe regard fo the funeſ ariſing; from n. 


? to.eon cur. Wirk che great and — 


ble cheme of vniyetſal felicityz o oper 
ate with the general diſpoſition and ten- 


deney « of fihe preſent _ . e 


es; * 
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one of the adden whonthelhonidwaderd: 
ſtand. leg as he heard» him: longer 
He therefore: bomed and vs ſilem, und: 

the L ſuppoſimg hum Tatisfled;. 
and the reſt vanithed roſe up and depart 
od with the air of a man that had o 
eee eee e 4. 01 


e. bon Ftaebftne dar | bh1gs 
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The-prince and his ſiſter divide: be- 
;: tween them: the work! of obſer. 
-/ vations! „ noi emnmolnt on-trods yah 
ST oÞ ee or <1 beldews 9750 2510 
ASSELAS returned home full of” 
N fletions; doubtful how to direct his 
future flaps. Of the way//t6) bappifiefs he 
ſbuncl the learned and fimple equally f 
 norant;” but as he vs yet ye £ | Hes 
tored himſelf that he had time mainin 


for mote experiments, and further enqui-' 
28 nes 
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that gave him no comfort. He 
diſcourſed more frequently: 


his fiſter, who had yet the ſame hope with 


- himſelf, and always affifted him to give 
ſome reaſon why, though; he had been 
hitherto Fruſtrated, he "night ſucoeed a at 
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„ We have hitherto, ſaid ſhe „known 
but little of the world: we have never 
yet been either great or mean. In our 
own country, though we had royalty, we 


bad ne power, and in this we have not 


yet ſeen the private receſſes of domeſtic 
peace Imlac favours not our ſrateh, leſt 
ve ſhould in time find him miſtaken. We 
vill divide the taſk between us: you ſhall 
try what is to be found in the ſplendor 


of courts, and I will range the ſhades of 
-bumbler life. Perhaps command and au- 
| Ty 02 patho 5 rem 
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they afford maſt opportunities of doing 
give may be found in the modeſt hahitati- 
ons of middle fortune; too lo for great 
deſigns, and too en e and dif- 
rm art 15 203 HN i 
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The prince examines the happineſs 
gh gh ſtations. 


Reet, 2 311 ai 
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A” and appeared next day with a ſplen- 
did retinue at the court of the Baſſa. He 
was ſoon diſtinguiſhed for his magnifi- 
cence} and admitted, as a prince whoſe 
eurioſity had brouglit him from diſtant 
countries, to an intimacy with the great 
_ officers, and en converſation with the 
eden fer ai baue e 0 22 : % "(1 


* 23A oft isn 4 Bus 21 302 10 
eee 
man muſt be pleaſed with his « own conditi- 
on, hom all approached with reverence, 


and 


3 


is A, ay 


1 and heard with obedience, aan . 
power: to extend his edicts to a whole king 
dom. 4 There can be no pleaſure, { ſaid he, 

equal to that of feeling at once the joy of 
thouſands all made happy by wiſe admini- 
ſtrat jon. "ets. ſince, by the law. of ſubory 
3 this ſublime delight can be in 
one nation but the lot of one, it is ſurely 
reaſonable to think there is ſome ſatisfacti- 
on more popular and acceſſible, than that 
millions can hardly be ſubjected to the will 
of a ſingle. man, only to fill Henke 
breaſt with ace content.” Are 


"Theſe Wange were * in this 3 
and he found no ſ lution. of:the difficulty, 
But as, preſents. and. civilities gaine him 
more familiarity, he ſound that moſteve- 
ry man that ſtood bigh in employment 
hated all. the reſt, and was hated by them, 
.and that. their lives. Were a continual, ſuc- 
ceſſion of plots and detections, ſtratagems 
and eſcapes, faction and treachery, Many 
of thoſe, who ſurrounded the Baſſa, were 

ſent 
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ſent only to watch and report his conduct; 
every tongue was muttering cenſure, and 
x. et hs 1 n for a fault. | 


At 1aft the Waker ek Wk 
the Baffa " was carried in chains to Con- | 
ſtantinople, and kis name v was s mentioned 
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no more. CC 

— rin we nov to think of the pre- 
' rogatives of power, ſaid Raſſe las to his fiſ- 
her; is it without any efficacy to good; 
is the ſubordinate degree only dangerous, 
and the ſupreme ſafe and glorious? Is the 
Sultan the only happy man in his domini- 
ons or, is the Sultan himſelf ſubject to 
3 of ſoſpicicn, and "the dread 
of enemies?” 225 


2 4 
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TY a tice” time the antun was is de- 
| The Sultan, that had advanced him, 

was mufrdered by the Janiſfaries, and his 
| cer bad other views and different. fa- 
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be prinoos purſes her == 
with r more dilignnes: than un 6 4 "0 
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berality, joined with god humour, cantiot 
find its way. The daughters of many 
houſes were airy and cheerful, but Ne- 
kayah had been too long accuſtomed to the 
converſation of Imlac and her brotlier to 
be much pleaſed with childifh levity and 


prattle which had no meaning: She Wund 


their thoughts narrow, their wiſhes" Toy 

and their merriment often artificial. Their 
pleaſures, poor as they were, could not be 
preſerved pure, but were embittered by 


petty competitions and worthleſs emula- 


on. They were always Jealous” or the 
beauty of each other; of a quality to which 
ſolicitude can add nothing, and from which 
Vor. > =: detraction 


$ | 2b BR 
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14 nuated herſelf into many fatmilies; 
Wee are few doors, throught” which 1 
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75 detraQtion can take nothing away. Many. 
were in love with triflers like themſelves, 
and many fancied that they were 1 in love 
when in truth they were only idle. Their af- 
fection was ſeldom fixed on fenſe or virtue, 
2 therefore ſeldom ended but in vexati- 
Their grief, however like their joy, 
| es tranſient z every thing floated in their 
mind unconnected with the paſt or . 
ſo that one deſire eaſily gave way to ano- 
ther, as a ſecond. ſtone caſt into the wa- 
ter r. offices and conſounds the circles of 


| "With 3 ſhe played as. with in | 
offenſive animals, and found them proud 
of her countenance, and weary of her 


cornpayy. 2 


But ke SG was to examine more 
deeply, and her affability eaſily perſuaded | 
the hearts that were ſwelling with ſorrow 

to Giſcharge their ſecrets in her ear: and 
thoſe whow hope flattered, or proſperity 

Ne 24100 i nn 
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. 1, often courted: ber to j pate 


re The 8 and her brother has 
met in the evening in a private ſummer- 
houſe on the bank of the. Nile, and related 
to each other the oocurrences of the day. 
As they were ſitting together, the princeſs 
caſt her eye upon the river that flowed be- 
fore her. Anſwer, ſaid ſhe, great fa 
ther of waters, thou that rolleſt thy floods 
through eighty nations, to the invocations 
of the daughter of thy native king. Tell 
me i thou watereſt, through all thy courſe, 
a ſingle habitation from which thou doſt 
not hear the murmurs of r . 


\t 33. 


** 


6 Yam are thin, \ ſaid Rufſelas,-n0t: more 
ſucceſsfulin private houſes than Ihave — 
in courts.“ I have, ſince the laſt par- 
tition of our · provinoes, ſaid the princeſs, 
enabled myſelf to enter familiarly into 
many families, Where there was, the faireſt 

ſhow of > bs, pap. and peace, and know 
8 not 
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nat one; houſe that is not haunted, _ 
:ſome fiend that defies? its mo t 


1 


1 A not feck eafe dmeng-the poor, 
becauſe I concluded tliat there it could 
not be found. But 1 ſaw many poor 

«whom I had ſuppoſed to live-in affluence. 
Poverty has; in large cities, very different 
appearances ⁊ ĩt is often concealed in ſplet- 
dor, ancłꝭ often in extravagance. It is the 
care ot a very great part of mankind to 
- conceal their indigence! from the reſt : 
*tliey: ſupport themſelves by temporary 
expedients, and every! day nenen on 
n Hoh 


M This, however, was s an evil, which, 

though frequent, I ſaw: with leſs pain, be- 

_ cauſe I could relieve it; Vet ſome have 
refuſed my bounties; more offended with 
my quickneſs to detect their wants, than 
Pleaſed with my readineſs to ſuccour them: 
ank 11 pg «whoſe 2 r 
1 5 bes — 
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them to admit my kindneſs, have never 
been able to forgive their benefaQtiels. 
Many, however, have been ſincerely grate- 
ful without the oſtentation of gratitude, or 
the —— of other. favours,” : 
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The princeſs continues her rethathEg 7 
vd "Upon private _—_— CO e I 

EK ATAH perceiving : 
+. ther's attention fixed, , proceeded i in 
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n familien, hes there 18 or is not 
5 poverty, there is cmmonly diſeord: if a 
kingdom be, as Imlac tells us, a great . 
mily, a ſamily likewiſe i is a little kingdom, 
G 5 | torn 
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torn with faRions and expoſed to revolu- 
tions. An unpractiſed obſerver expects 
the love of parents and children to be con- 
ſtant and equal; but this kindneſs ſeldom 
continues beyond the years of infancy: in 
0 ſhort time the children become rivals to 

their parents. Benefits are allayed by re- 


ele aungmütude debaſed by envy. 


« Parents and. children ſeldom act in 
concert: each child endeavours to appro- 
priate the efteem or fondheſsvf theparents, 

and the parents, with leſs temptation, be- 

trax each other: to their children; thus 
ſome place their confidence in the father, 
and ſome in the mother, and by: degrees, 


the houſe is filled with attifices and Og: 


“The 3 of children and parents, 
of the young and the old, are naturally op- 
poſite, by the contrary effects of hope and 
deſpondence, of expectation and experi- 
ence, without crime or folly on either ſide. 
The colours of life in youth and age ap- 

| | | >. pear 


| rs . . Te | "Ws 
pear. different, as the face of nature in 
ſpring and winter. And how can ebil- 


dren credit the aſſertions of parents, which 
their own eyes ſhow them to be falſe?” 


162 
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EM Few bann 20 in uch a a manner as 

much to enforce their maxims by the cre- 

dit. of their lives. The old man truſts 4 

wholly to ſlow cbntrivance and gradual i 

prog reſſion; the youth. expects to force 

bis way by genius, vigour, precipitance. f 
The old man pays regard to riches, and 

the youth reverences virtue. The old 
man deifies prudence: the youth com- 
mits himſelf to magnanimity and chance. 
"The young man, who intends no ill, be- 
Neves that none is intended. and therefore 
acts with openneſs and candour: but his 

father, having ſuffered the injuries of fraud, : 

is impelled to ſuſpect, and too often allur- / 
ed to practiſe it. Age looks with anger / 


on the temerify of youth, and youth with 
contempt on the ſcrupuloſity of age, 


Thus — and childten, for tlie great- / 
_ 
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eſt part, live on to love leſs and leſs: and, 

if thoſe whom nature has thus cloſely 
united are the. torments of each other, 
where. ſhall we. look for tenderneſs and 
conſolation _” 


6 Surely, faid the prince, you "muſt. 
have been. unfortunate in your choice ; 
of acquaintance : lam unwilling to be- 755 


heve that the moſt. tender of all relations: 
is thus impeded. in its effects by natural, 


— neceſſity. . "jb 
N Domeſtic diſcord, anſwered. the, is. 
not inevitably and fatally neceſſary ; ; but 
yet is not eaſily avoided. We ſeldom 
ſee that a whole family is: virtuous: the 
good and evil cannot well agree; . and the 
evil can yet leſs. agree with one another: 
even the. virtuous. fall ſometimes. to vari- 
ance, when their virtues are of different 
kinds, and tending. to extremes. In ge- 
neral, thoſe parents have- moſt reverence 
who moſt deſerve it; for he that lives 
wall cannot be deſpiſed, 


Many 


4 S 3 
Many other evils infeſt private le | 4 
Same are the ſlaves of ſervants: whom they 2 


have truſted with their affairs. Some are 
kept in continual anxiety to the caprice of 
rich relations, whom they « cannot pleaſe, and 
dare not offend. Some huſbands are im- 
| perious, andſome wives perverſe: and, as 
it is always more eaſy to do evil than good, . 
thqugh | the wiſdom or virtue of one can 
very rarely make many happy, the folly 
or vice of one may often make many mi: 
ſerable. ON” 


* If ſuch bs the general effect of marri⸗ 
age, ſaid the prince, L ſhall, for the future, 
think. it dangerous to connect my intereſt 
with that of another, leſt 1 ſhould be un⸗ 
happy by my partner's fault.“ 


J hive et ſaid. the princeſs with 
many who live ſingle for that reaſon ; but 
I never found: that their prudence ought 

to raiſe envy. They dream away their 
time wi ithout friendſhip, without fondneſs, 
| and 


and are driven to rid” themſelves of the 
day, for which they have no uſe, by child- 

ith amuſements, or vicious delight. They 

act as beings under the conſtant ſenſe of 
fome known inferiority, that fills their. 

minds with rancour, and their tongues with 

cenſure. They are peeviſh at home, and: 

malevolent abroad; and, as the outlaws 
of human nature, make it their buſineſs 

and their pleaſure to diſturb that ſociety 
which debars them from its previleges. 
To live without feeling or exciting ſym- 
pathy, to be fortunate without adding to 
the felicity of others, or afflifted without 
tafting the balm of pity, is a ſtate more 

gloomy than ſolitude: it is not retreat but 

excluſion from mankind. Marriage has 

many pains, but celibacy has no 3 


What then is to be done ? ſaid Raſ- 
ſelas; the more we enquire, the leſs we 
can reſolve. Surely he is moſt likely to 
pleaſe himſelf that has I no other inclinati- 


on to regard.” 29 
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dun, 8 on a great. 
| + 

\H E converſation had. A nat — 3 
The pringe „ having conſidered his 
ſiſter's obſer vations, told her, that ſhe had 
1 ſurveyed life with prejudice, and ſuppoſed 
miſery where ſhe did not find it. * Your 
| narrative, fas he, throws yet. 4 dar ker 
gloom upon the proſpects of futurity : the 
predictions of Imlac were but faint ſketch- - 
es of the evils painted by Nekayah. wo] 78 
have been lately convinced that quiet is 
not the daughter of grandeur, or of pow. 
er: that her preſence. is not to be bought 
by wealth, nor enforced by conquelk, Tt 
is evident that as any man acts in a wider 
compals,. he muſt. be. more expoſed . to 
oppoſition from. enmity or miſcarriage 
from chance; whoever has many to pleaſe 
or to. govern, muſt. uſe the miniſtry of ma- 
ny agents, ſome of whom will be wicked, 
and 


x36 THE, PRINCE or 


and ſome ignorant; by ſome he will be 

miſled, aud by others. betrayed. If he 
gratifies one he will offend another: thoſe 
that are not favoured will think themſelves . 


injured; and fince favours can be con- 


ferred but upon few, the greater A 


5 


will de aUvays check 1 | 

« The diſcontent, a: ths Na 
which is thus unreaſonable, Thope that 1 
ſhall always have Pirie to deſpiſe, and you, 


power „ F 


7 A 


4 : 
F . 
14 ; . + T2 


« Diſcontent, ätzen Rofſelis, wilt; 
not always be without reaſon under the N 


moſt juſt or vigilant idminiftration of pub 
lic affairs. None, however attenti ve, can 


always diſcover that merit which indi- 


gence or faction may happen to obſcure; 
and none however powerful, can aways | 


teward it. Yet, he that ſees inferior de- 
ſert advanced above him, will naturally 
impute that preference to. partiality or ca-. 


Fier and, Io, it can 1 be 
| | hoped 


TY 8 N 14. 07 


8 that any man, however magnani- | 
mous by nature or exalted: by condition, 
will be able to perſiſt for ever in fixed and 


inexorable juſtice of diſtribution; he wilt 


ſometimes indulge his. own affections, and 
ſometimes thoſe of his favourites; he will 


permit. ferns to 92 him who can never 


- tions e Wa which were pu- 
chaſed by money, ar by the more deſtrue: 


| tive bribery. of Alattery and, ee, 


10 He that has much to do will 4 ing 
thing wrong, and of that wrong muſt ſuf 
fer the conſequences; and if it were poſſi 
ble that he ſhould always at rightly, yet> 
when ſych numbers are to judge of his con · 
duet, the bad will FE; and eus 


33 . 
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Him by malevolence, and the good ſome; 
times oh © miſtake. 
[15408 „ Ph higheſt" flations cannot therefore - 
8 to be the abodes of happineſs, which 
I would willingly believe to have fled from 
thrones and palaces to ſeats of, humble pri- 
vacy and placid obſcurity. For what can 
Hinder the ſatisfaction, or intercept the | 
expectations, of him whoſe abilities are 
adequate to his employments,. who ſees y 
with his own eyes the whole circuit. of his 
influence, who chooſes by. his own know: | 
ledge all whom he truſts, and whom none 
are tempted to deceive by hope or fear? 
Surely he has nothing to do but to love 
and to be loved, to be vir tuous and to be 


e 2 


hor: Whether pete bb would be 
- procured by perfect goodneſs, faid Ne- 
kayah, this world will never afford an 
opportunity of deciding. But this, at leaſt, 


may be maintained, that we do not al- 
| ways. 


* 
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ways find viſible happineſs i in- proportion- 55 
to viſible virtue: All natural and almoft, 75 
all political evils, are ineident alike. to the 
bad and good: they are confounded in 
the miſery of a famine, and not much diſ- 
tinguiſhed in the fury of a faction; they 
ſink together in a tempeſt, and are dived. | 
together from their country by invaders. 
All ae a ee is n of 


” & + 


ty with patience but. en Te ; 
"_— FR lon. wind gane! Ben n 


nd Ne x, continue their 
.. <onyerfations., uc 


„ ſaid dalle you 

fall into the crltiioin error of ex- 
aggeratory declamation, by producing, i in 
à familiar diſquiſition, examples of nati- 


onal Om, and ſcenes of extenſive 
85 3 miſery, 


3 | 
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e are found in books rather 
than in the world, and which as they ar 
1d, are ordained to be rare. Let us nut 
imagine evils which we dp watfenl, nodies 
jure life by mulreprek K ot 
bear that querulous eloquence which threa- 
ee ee eee 


4 1 5 of Jocſt ad uſpenc peſtilenos 
enn tte wing of every. blaſt. nn _ 
fm te atk, 211 de 179-4 © - £21 £42} e 


«On neceſſary. and. erinble . 
which overwhelm kingdoms at once, all 
diſputation. is vain: when- 1 

they muſt be endured. But it is evident, 
that theſe burſts of univerſal diſtreſs, are 
a more dreaded chan felt: Lo and ten "= 


$$ I ©, TT 44 2 


e af any o 


| [ 


18 without the- knowled, 


leaſes: and vexations whether their 
_ kings are mild or cruel, whether the ar- 


mies of. der ne purſue their. 
n N 


. 


mes or tetteut before ei While 
-courts are diſturbed will inteſfine' cmpe- 
titlons, and embaſſadors are negotiating in 
foreign countries, the ſmith ſtill plies his "1 
anvil and the huſbandman drives his plow _ 
forward; the neceſſartes of life are requir= 
d, and the ſucceſſive buſi- 


neſs! of the ſeaſons continues to make 1 is 
wonted revolutiens. | 


— 


Let us colts to confider what, per- 
e may never happen, and what, when 
it ſhall happen, will laugh eat human ſpe- 
culation. We will not endeavour to mo- 

dify the motions of the elements, or to fix 
the deſtiny of kingdoms. It is our buſineſs 
to conſider what beings: like us · may per- 
form; each labouring for his own happi- 
-neſs, by promoting within his circle, how- 
ever narrow, the happinets' of others. . 


N Matrilge is evideatly we diet te-of 
nature; men and women were made to 
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be companions of each other, and there-. 
fore I cannot be perſuaded but that mar- . 
R is one. of the "om . happingla.” . 


| o« 9 * Bay net, laid 1 5 oak 10 
ther marriage be more than one of the 
innumerable modes of human miſery. 
When I fee and reckon the various forms 

of connubial infelicity, the unexpected 
- cauſes of laſting diſcord, the diverſities of 
temper, the oppoſitions of opinion, the 
rude colliſions of contrary deſire where 
both are urged by violent impulſes, the 
obſtinate conteſts of diſagreeing virtues, 
where both · are ſupported by conſciouſneſs 
of good intention, I am ſometimes diſpoſ- 
ed to think with the ſeverer caſuiſts of 
moſt nations, that marriage is rather per- 
mitted than approved, and that none, but 
by the inſtigation of a paſſion too much 
indulged, entangle themſelves with indiſ- 


ſoluble compacts.” 


1 rr OE OO EEE OE NEE , 


s 


ABISSINIA. "at 
« You ſeem to forget, replied Raſſelab, 


that you have, even now, repreſented celi-. 
bary 28 leſs happy than marriage. Both > 


conditions may be bad, but they. camot 
both be worſt. Thus it happens when . 
wrong opinions are entertained, that they 
mutually deftroy each other, and leaye the 
E poohnr a N 


"ME did not expect, ebe the prin- 
ceſs, to hear that imputed to falſhood - 
which is the conſequence only of frailty. 
Fo the mind, as to the eye, it is Aiffcult 
to compare with exactneſs objects vaſt in 
their extent, and various in their parts. 
Where we ſee or conceive the Whole at: 
once, we-readily note the diſcriminations 
and decide the preference : : but of two 


ſyſtems, 'of which neither can be ler. 


ed by any human being in its full cm- 
paſs of magnitude and multiplicity *. 
complication, where is the. wonder, that 


judging of the whole by paths. 1 am af- 
oy | kected 


* 


— 


* 
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ted by one or the other as Aicher 8 
on my memory or fancy? We differ 
from ourſelves juſt as we differ from each, 
other, when we ſee only partof the queſti- 
on, as in the multifarious relations of po- 
litics and morality : but when we per- 
<tive the whole at once, as in numerical ö 
computations, all agree in one judgment, 
and none ever varies his Jn . 


- Let us not add, ſaid the prince, to the 
other evils of life, the bittetneſs of contro- 
verſy, nor endeavour to vie with each 
other in ſubtilties of arguments. We are em- 
ployed in a ſearch, of which both are equal- 

ly to enjoy the ſucceſs, or ſuffer by the miſ- 
carriage. It is therefore fit that we aſſiſt each 
other. "You ſurely conclude too haſtily 
from the infelicity of marriage againſt its 
inſtitution. Will not the miſery of life 
ptove equally that life cannot be the gift 
-of heaven ? The world muſt be peopled 
by x marriage, or peopled without it.” 
| 4. How 


A218 8 1 1A 2 
© How the world i to-bepoopled, 46- 


turned: Nekayah, is not my care, and 
needs not be yours. 1iſee no danger that 


the preſent generation ſhould omit to 


leave ſucceſſors behind them: we ate not 


_ now <nquiring for e but tor 


men 1 


CHAP. X 


The debate on ; marriage contin F M 


HE good of the whole, fas Raſſe- 


las, is the ſame with the good of all 
its parts. Tf marriage be belt for. man- 
kind it muſt be evidently beſt for indivi- 


duals, or a permanent and neceſſary du- 


ty muſt be the cauſe of evil, and ſome 
muſt he inevitably factificed to the con- 
venience of others. In the eftimate which 
you have made of the two ſtates, it ap- 


pears that the incommodities of a ſingle 
VO: Ih | a e 


| 
=. 
| 
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life are; ing great meaſure, neceſſary 2nd 
certain, butithoſeiof are, ugal ſtats * 


ne une W 


ꝛ0 K. une Wees fatter myſelf a 
prudence: and benevolence will make mar- 
riage happy. The general folly-of .man- 


kind is the cauſe of general complaint. 
What can, be expected but diſappointment 
and repentance from a choice made in the 

immaturity of youth, in the ardour of 


deſire, without Judgment, without fore- 
light, without enquiry after conformity of 


opinions, . ſimilarity ol manners, rectitude 


ff Judgment, or Par, of ſentiment. 


- Such! is 5 the common proceſs of marri- 
age. 2 A youth and maiden meeting by 
chance, or brought together by artifice, 


exchange glances, reciprocate. civilities, 
g0 home, and dream of one another. 


Having little to divert attention, or diver- 


ſity of thought, they find themſelves un- 
| ol when they are apart, and, therfore 


' conclude 


- 


* 


AB 1s 511 A. 5 
hat they ſhall be hop 


2 
£ 


nothing but voluntary blindneſs had 
fore concealed; they wear out ſife in 
altercations, and charge nature with cru- 


* - — 
— | 
- * 
We . ” 
[7 


92 From thoſe early marriages NTP 
© Bkewiſe the rivalry of parents and chili 
dren : the ſon is eager to enjoy the world 
before the father is willing to forſake it, 
and there is hardly room at once for two 
generations. The daughter begins to 
bloom before the mother can be content 
to fade, and neither can [apps to with 


for the e ne other. e Ne 


* F * £47 _ AF 
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= "ae: „Seh al- bete evils may be te of 
by that deliberation and delay which pru- 
dence preſcribes to irrevocable choice. "In 
the variety and jollity of you thful pleaſures, 
life may be well enough fupported with- 
out the help of a partner: Longer time 
will increaſe experience, and wider views 
ä will 


ther. They marry, and diſcover what 4 


a 
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will allow. better opportunities of enquiry, 
and ſelection : one advantage, at leaſt, 
will 8 the parents will be viſt- 
bly older than their children.“ 


* What reaſon cannot collect. ſaid Ne- 
kayah, and what experiment has not yet 
taught, can be known only from the re- 
port of others. I have been told that late 
marriages are not eminently happy. This 
is a queſtion too important to be neglect- 
ad, and I have often propoſed. it to thoſe, 
'whoſe accuracy of remark, and compre- 
henſiveneſs of knowledge, made their ſuf- 
frages worthy of regard. They have ge- 
rally determined, that it is dangerous for 
a man and woman to. ſuſpend their fate 
upon each other, at a time when opinions 
are fixed, and habits are eſtabliſned; 
when friendſhips have been contracted on 
both ſides, when life has been planned in- 
101 method, and the mind has long enjoy- 
Alte pomteryplation of its own: proſpects. 

2 DDE wo. 
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1115 ſcarcely poſſible that two travel 
lng through the world under the canta 
of chance, ſhould have been both directed 
to the ſame path, and it will not often 
bappen that either will quit the track wich 
cuſtom has made pleaſing. When the 
deſultory levity of youth has fettled into 
regularity, it is ſoon” ſucceeded by pride 
aſhamed'to yield, or obſtinacy delighting 
to contend. And even though mitual 
eſteem produces mutual deſire to Pleaſe, 
time itſelf, as it modifies unchan ngeably | 
external mien, determines” Meute the . 
direction of the paſſlonz, and gives an 
inflexible rigidity to the manners. 4 Long 
euſtoms are not eaſily broken: he 19% | 
attempts to change the courſe of his owt. - 
life, very often labours in vain ; and how- 
ſhall we do that for others, which we ate 
ſeldom able to do for ourſelves 2nd | 


IS 
©. 


> 


va But rely, interpoſed the palit es 5 
ſuppoſe the chief. motive of choice forgot- - - 
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ten or neglected. Whenever I ſhall ſeek 


a wife, it ſhall be my firſt queſtion, - whe- 
res be willing to.bo led by reaſon 2 


4 « Thus i it.is, Laid N that eg 
ſophers are deceived. There are a thou» - 
ſand familiar diſputes which reaſon never. 

can decide; - queſtions that elude inveſtin 
gation, and, make logic ridiculous ;- caſes 5 
where ſomething muſt be done, and where 


little can be ſaid. _ Conſider the ſtate of 


8 | _ Making, and enquire how few can be 


"ſuppoſed to act upon any occaſions, whe- 


ther ſmall or great, with all the reaſons of 


action preſent to their minds. Wretched 


would be the pair. above all: names. of 


| wretchedneſs, who ſhould be doomed to. 
adjuſt by reaſon every morning all the 


minute 18 of a domeſte day. 


00 Thoſe . marry at an e age, 


will probably eſcape the encroachments of 


their children ; a in diminution of this 


advantage, 


"> 
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advantage; they vill hi: likely: al leave 
them, ignorant and helpſe — 
an's mercy: or, if that ſhould. not happen, 
they mult at length go aut of the world 
before they ſee thoſe whom» they wee 
either wiſe: or 3 „nc sn 


8 -Pigm- their Aides if" ag have 
be to fear, they have leſs alſo to hope, 
and they loſe, without: equivalent, the 
Jays of early love, and the convenience of 
uniting with manners pliant, and minds 
ſuſceptible. of. new impreſſions, which 
might wear away their diſſimilitudes by 
long cohahitation, as ſoft bodies, by con- 
tinual de Contor 1eir ſurfaces to | 
Lach other. PEA 1 1 dec PLS. 1800 
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C «] 3 it vill. be found that thoſe © 
who marry. late. are: beſt pleaſed. with their 
children,, and. eee who eee vith, 
their partners.) 1 ls 2 
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Fhe union of theſe two affections, ſaid 
Raſſelas, would produce all that could be 
| wiſhed. Perhaps there is a time when 
marriage might.unite them, a time neither. 
too early for the 3 nor too late © for 
the huſband. Wl 


- 4:Rvery hour, arbuared: the prince ſs, | 
confuns my prejudice in favour. of the. 
poſition ſoften. uttered by the mouth of 
UInlac, Phat nature ſets her gifts onthe. 

_ righthand& and on the left? Fhoſe con- 
ditions, which flatter hope and attract de- 
fire,” are ſo conflituted, that, as we ap- 
preach one, we recede from another. 
There are goods ſo oppoſed that we can- 
not ſeize both, but, by too much pru- 

dence, may paſs between them at too great 

- diſtance to reach either. This is often 
the fate of long conſideration; he does 
nothing who endeavours to do mere than 
is allowed to humanity. Flatter not your- 
ſelf with contrarieties of pleaſure. Of 

5 TN mm 
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the bleſſings" ſet 4 before vou ehr your- 
hoice, and be content! Ne man vam tuſte 
the fruits of autumn while he is deligght- 
ing his ſcent with the ſlewers of the ſpring: _ 


no man can, at the ſume time, fill his du 
from the ſource and froms the mouth of the 
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ER E Trhlac entered, and Miert | 
ed them. © His look was clouded 5 
with thought... - © Tmlac, . faid Raffelas, 1 
havebeen- taking from the Amel. in dif 
mal hiſtory of private life, and am « 


diſcouraged from further ſearct LY 


«. It ſeems. to me, faid Tinlae; 8 
you are making the choice ol life, you ties - 
glet-to live. You wander about a ſingle 


Hs. ens. 
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the carlieſt monarchies for the power and 
; wiſdom of its inhabitants; a country where 


| the! ſciences fuſt dawned that illuminate . 


the world, and beyond which the arts 


City, which, however large and diverſified, 
can now afford few. novelties, and forget 
that you are in a country, famous am ong ; 


cannot be traced of cial ſociety or domeſ- 


\ tic life. 


822 The ak 3 * left behind 


before which all European magnificence is 


confeſſed to fade away. The ruins of their 


them monuments of induſtry. and power 


architecture are the ſchools of modern bull 
dexs, and from the wonders which time 
has ſpared we may conjecture, though» 


Wearing. what it has deſtroyed. oy 


2 My curioſity, Gig Raſſelas, 3 not 
very ſtrongly lead me to ſurvey piles of 
ſtone, or mounds of earth; my buſineſs is 


with, man. Icame hither not to meaſure 
fragments 


SF ! 
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bag penis of temples, or hea choaked g 
aqueducts, but to look ps en 
ſcenes of the preſent world, 


3 The chives abagg are now "RR us 
nid the princeſs, neceſſarily require atten- 
tion, and. ſufficiently, deſerve it. „What 
have I to do with the. heroes or the monu= 
ments of antient times? with times which 
never can return, and heroes, whoſe form 
of life was different from all that 1 the pre 
ſent condition. of mankind requires e 
lows.”. 5 5 

8 To Low any thing; returnell the. 
poet, we muſt know i its effects; to ſee men. 
we mutt ſee thejr works, that we may learns = 
What reaſon has. dictated, or. paffion has 
incited, and find what are the maſt power= 
ful i motives of action. To judge rightly, 
ol. the ae we muſt "__ it to the 


= os Wo future, nothing e can. be known. 
The truth is is , that no. mind is much e e W: 

3 ple de 
1 ms _ 
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wed upon the prefent : recolleQion and | 
anticipation fill up almoſt all our moments. 
Our paſſions are joy and grief, love and 


| hatred, hope and fear. Of joy and grief 
the paſt is. the object, and the future of. 


hope * and fear; even love and hatred re- 


ſpect” the paſt, for the cauſe muſt, have 
doe before * enden 


erbepefent dure un is the con- . 
ſequence of the former,” and: it js natural 
to inquire whit were the ſources of the 
good that. we enjoy, or of the evil that we 
ſuffer. If we act only for ourſelves, to ne- 
glect the ſtudy of hiſtory, is not prudent :. 
i we are entruſted with the care of others, 


it is not juſt. Ig norance, when, it is vo- 


juntary, is criminal; and he may proper- 
Iy be charged with evil, who refuſed to. 


barely = a * it. 5 


grebs of "oe Damen mind, the qual im- 
*** 
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Provement of reafon, the tet advan — 


ces ok ſcience, rhe viciffitudes.of learnin g 
and ignorance, which are the light and 
5 darkneſs of thinking beings; the extinction 
and refuKiration of arts, and all the rere 
lutions of, the intellectual! world. 17 ace 
counts of battles ahd invaſions are pecu- 
5 harly tlie buſineſs of Princes, the uſefisl. 
or elegant arts are nat tg be neglected;. . 
| thoſe who have kingdoms to govern, have 
underſtandings to cultivate. _ 


Example is always more efficious 
than precept. A ſoldier is formed in war, 
and a painter muſt copy pictures. In this: 
a contemplative life has the advantage: | 
great actions are ſeldom ſeen, but the la- 
| bours of art are always at hand for thoſe 
who deſire to know hat art ar been able 
to e : beth Se exhale 
« When the eye or the 3 imagination is. 
Airuck. with. any uncommon work the next 
? tranftion of an. active mind is to the means 


by 
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by which it was performed. Here begins 
the true uſe of ſuch contemplation; we 
enlarge our comprehenſion by new ideas, 
and perhaps recover ſome art loſt to man- 
kind, or learn what is leſs gerfectiy known, 
in our own country. At. leaſt we com: 
pare our own with former times, and ei- 
ther rejoice at our improvements, or, what 
is the firſt motion. towards good, diſcover, . r 


our defects, 1 3 
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„lam will ng, ſaid the prince, to ſee all 
that can deſerve my ſearch,” And I, ſaid 
the prince ſs, ſhall rejoice to learn ſomes 
h 7s of the manners of antiquity.” s 

« © The 2 5 pompous ber 'of 
Egyptian greatneſs, and one of the moſt! 
bulky works of manual induſtry, ſaid Im- 
lac, are the pyramids; fabrics raiſed be⸗ 
fore the time of hiſtory, and of Which the 
earlieſt narratives afford us anly uncertain 
traditions. Of theſe the greateſt is, till 


ſtanding, very lite injured by "> 1, 0p 
- NS. Let. 


z 
F 
+.8 
— 


? «Tet us viſitthem to-morrow, „ 400 Ne- 
kayah. I- have often Heard of the pyra 


mids, and ſhall not reſt, till 1 have ſeen 
them within and without. with my own . 


Ves. : 5 | 2 
was. © F o \ \ | 7 py '. , 
* P a 


e HA P. XXE: 
They viſit the Pyramids. 


T HE reſolution being {AIP NY, they 
ſet-out the next day. They laid 
tents upon their camels, being reſolved to 
ſtay among the pyramids. till their curio- 
ſity was fully ſatisfied. They travelled 
gently, turned aſide to every thiag re- 
markable, ſtopped. from time to time and 
converſed with the inhabitants, and: obſerve 
ed the various appearances of towns ruined 
and inhabited, of wild and cultivated nature. 


4 When they. came to. the. great pyra- 
mid they were aſtoniſhed at the extent of 
the baſe, and the height of the top. Imlac 


explained to them the Principles upon 
which 
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which the irn form was choſen for” 
a fabric intended to co-extend its duration 
with that of the world: he ſhowed that 
its gradvat diminution.gave it ſuch ſtabili- 


ty, as defeated all the common attacks "i 
the elements, and could ſcarcely be over- - 


thrown-. by earthquakes themſelves, the 
leaſt reſiſtible of natural violence. A con- 


cuſſion that ſhould ſhatter the pyramid, _ 


would threaten the diſſolution. ol the.con- . 


tinent. 


They 7 alt its Pa — ! 
pitched their tents at its. foot,, Next day 
they Prepared to enter its interior apart- 
ments, and having bired the common 


guides climbed up to the firft paſſage, when 


the favourite of the princeſs, looking into 
the cavity, ſtepped back and trembled. 
* Pekuah, ſaid the princeſs, of what art 
thou afraid?“ © Of the narrow entrance, 


anſwered the lady, and of the dreadful 


gloom. I dare not enter a place which 


muſt 55 be inhabited. by inquiet ſouls,” 


The 
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| The S poſſelſors of theſe dreadfub- 
_ vaults will ſtart up before us, and, perhaps, 


| ſhut us up for ever. She ſpoke, and threw 7 


. arms round the _ of . miſtreſs, 


. 1 all ——— emed ic 


the prince, I will promiſe you ſafety: there 
is no danger from the dead; W 


e You 1 
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= That che dead ure Ren 10 mere, i 
Imlac, I will not undertake to maintat 
againſt the concurrent and unvaried teſti - 
mony of alk ages and nations. There is 
no people, rude or learned, among whom 
apparitions of the dead are not related and 
believed. This opinion, which, perhaps, 
prevails as far as human nature is diffuſed, 
could become univerſal only by 1 its truth: 
thoſe, that never heard of one another, 
would not ha ve agreed in a tale which- 
nothing but experience can make credi- 
dle. That itis doubted by fingle cavillers 
can verylittle weaken the ng evidence: 
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and ſome who deny it with their agnes 
| counſels * fears. e * 


8 vet L do dt mean 10 add new - tere 
rors to thoſe which have already ſeized - 
upon Pekuah. There can be no reaſon 
why ſpectres ſbould: haunt the pyramid - 
more than other places, or why they ſhould- 
have power or will to hurt innocence and. 
purity. Our entrance is no violation of 
their privileges; we.can — 2 
them, een we offend dem N 


1 „My 3 dad the Sn * 
will always go before you, and Imlac ſhall 
follow. you. Remember that you are the 
en of the e. of Abifinia. 3 


g « If the PEI is leaſed that ber 1 
vant ſhould die, returned the lady, let her; 
command ſome, death leſs-· dreadful than 
encloſure in this horrid cavern. You know 
L dare not diſobey you: I muſt go if you 
command: me; but, if 1 once enter, IL. 
never ſhall come back. * 

« 'The. 


ABISSINIA 1 


4 The princeſs ſaw that her feat was too 
Bong for expoſtulation or reproof, and 
embracing her, told her that ſhe ſhould 
ſtay in the tent till their return. Pekuah 
was. yet not ſatisfied, but. catreated. the 
princeſs not to purſue fo dreadful. a pur- 
poſe as that of entering the receſſes of the 
pyramid. « Though | I cannot teach oou- 
rage, ſaid Nekayah, J. muſt not learn 
cowardice: z nor leave at laſt undone what 


Lean hither 5 todo.” 


* 
ws 
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| They enter: the. Pyramid. 


JEKUAH de itt ti: 
the reſt entered the pyramid: they: 

paſſed through the galleries, ſurveyed the 
vaults of marble; and examined the cheſt 
in which the body of the founder is ſuppoſ- 
ed to have been repoſited. They then ſat 
e 0 c mor 


f 

| 

= 
on 
ff 

2 


eſt work of man, except the wall of 


and their ee mode * af 


bees given adequate to the coſt and 
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down in one of the moſt ſpacious cham- 
bers to reſt a while before. _ eras. jon 
to returns 


"004 we live now; ſaid a tintue graft 
our minds with an exact view of the g reats | 
_ 


© « Of the wall it is very. eaſy to may 


Met motives. It ſecured a-wealthy and ti-- 


morous nation. fror the iticurfions of Bur- 
barians, whoſe unſkilfulneſs.in arts; made: 
it eaſier for them to ſupply their wants 


time to time poured i in upon the-habirati- - | 
ons of peaceftil.commictcs, as vultures de- 


ſcend upon domeſtic fowl. Their celeri- 
ty and flerceneſs made the wall neceſſary, . 


$7 of | 


« But er ths bnd cee bas 


labour of the work. The narrowneſs of 


tbe chambers proves that it could afford 


no. 


noretreat ha | 
have been repoſited at far leſs expence, 
with equal ſecurity. It ſeems to have been 
erected only in compliance with that hun- 
ger of imagination which preys inceſſantly 
upon life, and muſt be always appeaſed by 
ſome employment. Thoſe who have al 
ready all that they can enjoy, muſt en- 
large their deſires. He that has built for 
uſe, till uſe is ſupplied, muſt begin to build 


for vanity, and extend his plan to the ut 


moſt power of human performance, that 
he may not be ſoon reduced to n ano- 
ther wiſh. 


Le confider this mighty ſtructure as a 


monument of the inſufficiency of human 


enjoyments. A king whoſe power is un- 
limited, and whoſe treaſures ſurmount all 
real and imaginary wants, is compelled to 
Jolace, by the erection of a pyramid, the 
ſatiety of dominion and taſteleſneſs of plea- 
ſures, and to amuſe the tediouſheſs of de- 
clining life, by ſeeing thouſands labour- 
8 3 


ing without end, and one ſtone, for no pur- 

poſe, laid upon another. Whoever thou 

art, that, not content with a moderate 
condition, imagineſt happineſs in royal 
magnificence, and dreameſt that com- 
mand or riches can feed the appetite f 
novelty with ſucceſſive -gratifications, ſur- 

bid the 2 and confeſs thy folly? 


4 A i 3 


The princeſs Werts with an unex- 
| pected misfortune. f 


H EY rofe up, and returned Urfowgh 

13 "me cavity at 'which they had en- 
tered, and the princeſs prepared for her 
favourite a long narrative of dark laby- 
rinths, and coſtly rooms, and of the differ- 
ent impreſſions which the varieties of the 
way had made upon her. But, when they 
came to their train, they found every one 
ſilent and de jected: the men diſcovered 
name and fear in their countenances, and 
the women were wee ping in the tents. 


What 


| +» What had . I cid: not try 
to conjecture, but immediately enquired. 
LVJou had ſcarcely entered into the pyra- 
mid, ſaid one of the attendants, when a 
- troop of Arabs ruſhed upon us: we were 
too few to reſiſt them, and-too-ſlowto-eſ- 
cape. They were about to ſearch the tents; 
ſet us on our camels, and drive us along 
before them, when the approach of ſome 
4urkiſh horſemen put them to flight; but 
they ſeized the lady Pekuah with her two 
maids, and carried them away: the 
Turks are now purſuing them by our in- 
ſtigation, but I fear POOR not che wo | 
to overtake them.“ | | 
The * nceſs was overpowered with ſur- 
_ priſe and grief. Raſſelas, in the fuittheat 
of his reſentment, ordered his ſervants to 
follow him, and prepared to purſue the 
robbers with his ſabre in his hand. | 
«Sir, ſaid Imlac, what can you hope from 
violence or valour? the Arabs are mount 
ed on horſes and trained to battle and re- 
9 treat; 3 
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treat; we have only beaſts of burthien 
By teaving our preſent ſtation we'may loſe 
The princeſs, but Vannot Wk 40: _ 
D. Bien 


"Jaw, na time. the Turks returned. haw- 
ing not: been able to reach the enemy. The 
princeſs burſt out into new lamentations, 
and Raſſelas could ſcarcely forbear to re- 

proach them with cowardice; but Imlac 
was of opinion, that the eſcape of the Arabs 
was no addition to their misfortune, for, 
perhaps, they would have killed their cap- 
; tives rather than * . them. 


. * H AP. XXXL. 


Wey return to Cairo without 
Pekuah. mo 


* HERE witncthing't to'be hoped 

1 ſrom longer ſtay. They returned 

0 Ciro repenting of their cürioſity, cen- 
ſuring the neghgence of the govern- 


ment, 


J 
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ment; lamenting their owe raſtmeſs 
which had neglected to ptoctre 3 gate, 
_ imagining many expedients, by which the 
loſs of Pekuah might have been prevented, | 
_ _ and reſolving to do ſomerfung for her re- 
coverx, eee ee in 
proper 4s be done. - 2 


Nekayah retired to her * — * 
Her women attempted to euomfort her, by 
telling her that all had their troubles, add 

that lady Pekuah had enjoyed much hap- 
pineſs in the world for a long time, and 
might reaſonably expodt à change of 
fortune They hoped that ſome goad 
would befal her wherefoever ſhe was; and 
that their miſtreſs would find! another = 
fiend di might Lupply wor ies. _ 

"The ere ene eee 

they continued the form ef condolences; 
not much grieve na. * & chat the 

: favourite was loſt... 
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Next day the prince preſented to the 
Baſſa a memorial of the wrong which he 
ſuffered, and a ,petition;.for- vedreſs. 
The Balſa threatened to puniſh che robbers, 
but did not ne to\cegch: em, nor, 


be given by which be .might. direct be 
| "_ 


. * — — 
. 8 45 % 5 . * t: 1 * 7 4 
4 . 


* Ga auth that 3 a 
hs done by authority. Governors, being 
aceuſtomed to hear of more crimes than 
they can puniſh, and more wrongs than 
they can redreſs, ſet themſelves at eaſe 
by indiſariminate negligenee; and preſent · 
ly forget the requeſt W 93 36 Wen en 
ſight of the ain TEST * 

23849 7 21 ( 1% t lz "TY SE F D997 

Imlac then is to an ſome 
intelligence by private agents. He found 
many who: pretended ta an exact know - 
ledge of all the haunts of the Arabs, and 


to regular correſpondence with * 


bon and who * undertook the x 
5 (covery 


Wu. 
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covery of Pekuah. of theſe, done were 
furniſhed with money for their journey, 
and came back no more; ſome were li- 

berally paid for accounts which a few days 
diſcovered to be falſe. But the princeſs 
would not ſuffer any means, however i im- 
probable, to be left untried. While ſhe 
was doing ſomething ſhe kept her hope 


alive. As one expedient failed, another 
was ſuggeſted; when one meſſenger re- 


turned unſucceſsful, another was dp | 
ed do a different ee 


| Two. monte had now paſſe, and of 
Pekuah nothing had been heard ; the 

hopes which they had endeavoured” to 
raife in each other grew more languid, and 
the princes, when ſhe ſaw nothing more 
to be tried, ſunk down inconſdlable in 
hopeleſs dejection. A thouſand times ſhe 
reproached herſeff with the eaſy compli> 
ance by which ſhe permitted her favour- 
ite to ſtay behind her. Had not my fond - 


_ ſaid ſhe, leſſened my authority, Pe- 
I a. kuah 
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kuah had not dared. to talk of her terrors. 

She ought to have feared me more than 
Dean A ſevere look would have over- 
powered her; a peremptory command 


would have compelled-obedience. Why 
did fooliſh indulgence prevail upon me? 
Why did I not ſpeak and refuſe to hear?” 


4 Great princeſs, ſaid Imlac, do not re- 
proach yourſelf for your virtue, or conſi- 


der that as blameable by which evil has 


accidentally been, cauſed. Tour ten- 


derneſs for the timidity of Pekuah was 


generous and kind. When we act accord- 


ing to our duty, we commit the event to 
him by whoſe laws our actions are govern- 


ed, and who will ſuffer none to be finally 
puniſhed for obedience. When, i in proſ- 


pect of ſome good, whether natural or 


moral, we break the rules preſcribed us, we 
withdraw from the direction of ſuperior 
wiſdom, and take all conſequences upon 
ourſelves. Man cannot ſo far know the 


connexion of cauſes and events, as that he 


may 
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been your condition, if the lady Pekuah 
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may venture to do . in vorder to do 


right. When we purſue our end by lau- 
ful means, we may always conſole our 
miſcarriage by the hope of future recom | 


pence. When we conſult only our own 
policy, and attempt to find a nearer way 
to good, by overleaping 1 the ſettled boun- 
daries of right and wrong, we cannot be 
happy even by ſucceſs, becaufe we cannot 


eſcape the conſciouſneſs of our fault; . but, 


if we miſcarry, the diſappointment is irre- 
| mediably embittered. How comfortleſs 


is the ſorrow of him; who feels at once the 
pangs of guilt, and the vexation of cala- 


mity : which: guilt. has brought upon hin? 


« Conſider, princeſs, , what would have 


had entreated to accompany you, and, be- 
ing compelled to ſtay in the tents, had 
been carried away ; or how would you. 
have born the thought, if you had forced 
her into the pyramid, and ſhe had died be- 


fore you in agonies of terror.” 


SY 52 Had 


172 THE PRINCE OF 


kuah had not dared to talk of her terrors. 
She ought to have feared me more than 
ſ ſpectres. A ſevere look would have over- 
powered her; a peremptory command 
would have compelled-obedience.. Why 
did fooliſh indulgence prevail upon me? 
Why did I. not ſpeak and refuſe to hear?” 


Great princeſs, ſaid Imlac, do not re- 
proach yourſelf for your virtue, or conſi- 
der that as blameable by which evil has 
accidentally been, cauſed. Tour ten- 
derneſs for the timidity of Pekuah was 
generous: and kind. When e act accord- 
ing to our duty, we commit the event to 
him by whoſe laws our actions are govern- 
ed, and who will ſuffer none to be finally 
puniſhed for obedience. When, i in prof- 


pect of ſome good, whether natural or 
moral, we break the rules preſcribed us, we 
withdraw from the direction of ſuperior 
wiſdom, and take all conſequences upon 
ourſelves, Man cannot ſo far know the 
connexion of cauſes and events, as that he 
may 
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may venture to do wrong i in order to do 
right. When we purſue our end by law- 
ful means, we may always conſole our 


miſcarriage by the hope of future recom- 
pence. When we conſult only our own 


Policy, and attempt to find a nearer _ 
to good, by overleaping t the ſettled boun- 
daries of right and wrong, we cannot be 
happy even by ſucceſs, becaufe we cannot 
- eſcape the conſciouſneſs of our fault. bur, 

if we miſcarry, the diſappointment is irre- 
' mediably embittered. How. comfortleſs | 


is the forrow of him; who feels at once the 


pangs of guilt, and the vexation of cala- 


mity wbich guilt has brought upon him? - | 


« Conſider, princeſs, , what would have 


been your condition, if the lady Pekuah 
had entreated to accompany you, and, be- 
ing compelled to ſtay in the tents, had 

been carried away; or how would you. 
have born the thought, if you had forced 


her into the pytamid, and ſhe had died be- 
1 fore you in. agonies of terror.” 


I 3 a 


— 
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Had either happened, ſaid Nekayah, = 

1 5 50 not have endured life till noẽw: 1 
ſhould have been tortured to madneſs by 
the remembrance of ſuch cruelty, or muſt 
bare rd away in.abhorrence of myſelf.” 


18 This at leaſt, aid <6 is the pre- 
ſent reward of virtuous conduct, that no 
unlucky conſequence can oblige us to re- 


Nr it.“ 2 | 
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The princeſs continues. to. lament 
Pekuah. 


EKA A, being thus reconciled 
to herſelf, found that no evil is in- 
ſupportable but that which is accompanied 
with conſciouſneſs of wrong. She was, 
from that time, delivered from the violence 


of tempeſtuous ſorrow, and ſunk i into ſi- 
lent 


9 
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lent penſiveneſs and gloomy tranquillity. 

She ſat from morning to evening recolle& 

ing all that had been done or ſaid by her 
Pckuah, treaſured: up with care every trifle 

on which Pekuah had ſet an accidental va» -- 
lue, and which might recall to mind any 
little incident or eareleſs converſation. The 

ſentiments of her, whom ſhe now expected 

to ſee no more, were treaſured up in her 

memory as · rules of life, and ſhe deliberat- 
ed · to no other end than to conjecture M 

any occaſion, what would have "_ the - 
A" and counſel of Pekuah... e 


n nnen By has; Fa was a 
ed, knew nothing of her real condition; 
and. therefore ſhe could not tall to then 
but with caution and reſetve. She began 
to remit her curioſity, having no great 
care to collect notions which ſhe-had!-no 
convenience of uttering. Raſſe las endea- 
voured firſt to comfort;arid afterwards'to 
divert her; he !Hired-nauficiatio] to whom 
ſhe emed to liſten, but did. not hear- 

them, 


by . 
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them, and procured: maſters to inſtruct 
her in various arts, whoſe lectures, when 
they viſited her again, were again to be 
repeated. She had loſt her taſte of plea - 


her mind, though forced into ſhort excur - 
ſions, bee 88 $6. the | ee of her 
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Imlae was every morning dy fp en 
> "Wi joined. to renew his enquiries, and was aſk» 
aendexery night whether he had yet beard 
bol Pekuah, till nor being able to return the 

princeſs the anſwer that ſhe deſired, he was 
leſs and leſs willing to came into her pre- 

| ſence, She abſerved his backwardneſs, 
and commanded | him to attend her. 
+ You are not, ſaid ſhe, to. confound im- 
patience with reſentment, or to ſuppoſe 
that I charge you with negligence, becauſe 
I xepineat your unſucceſsfulnets. I do not 
much wonder at your. abſence z I know 


ſure and her ambition of excellence. And 
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that all naturally avoid the contagian = | 
miſery, To hear com plaints i is weariſome 
alike to the wretched and the happy ; for 
who would cloud by. adventitious grief the 
ſhort gleams of gaiety which life allows us? f 
or who, that is ſtruggling under his ]] 
evils, will add to them. the miſeries of 5 
another ? : | 


« © 4 
* 
P 1 
* 


& That at hand, when none ſhall” 
be diſturbed any longer by the ſighs of Ne- 
kayah: my ſearch after happineſs is now - 
at an end. Iam reſolved. to retire from 

the world with all | its flat teries and deceits, 
and will: hide myſelf 1 in ſolitude, - * thout c 
any other care than to compo my: 
thoughts, and regulate my hours Yy Aa: 
conſtant ſucceſſion of innocent occupations, . 
till with a mind purified from allearthly. 
deſires, I ſnall enter into that ſtate, to 
which all are haſtening, and in which I: 
hope again to en ay the friendſhip of 
Fekuah. ”% 


e 


7 
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not entangle your nk ſaid | 
Imlac, dy irrevocable determina tions, nor 
increaſe the burden of life by a voluntary 

accumulation of miſery: the wearineſs of 
retirement will continue or increaſe when 
the los of Pekuah is forgotten. That you. 
have been deprived of one pleaſure is no 
very good reaſon. for rejection of the 


| reſt,” | 


1 
- 


* Since Pekuah was. taken from me, 
faid the princeſs, 1 have no pleaſure to- 
reject. or to retain. She that has no one 
to love or truft has.little to hope. She 
wants the radical principle of happineſs. 
We may, perhaps, allow that what ſatisfac- 
tion this world can afford, muſt ariſe 
from the conjunction of wealth, know- 
ledge and goodneſs : wealth is nothing but 
as it is beſtowed, and knowledge nothing 
but as it is communicated. Goodneſs af- 
fords the only comfort which can be en- 
joyed without a partner, and goodneſs 
may be practiſed in retirement. 


« How 


=» 


dint admit go 

= whe vance it, I ſhall not, replied e 
diſpute at preſent. Remember the confeſ- 
ſion of the pious; hermit... Yau, wille iſh 
to return into the: world hen. che image 
of your companion, has left your thoughts.“ 

That. time, ſaid Nekayah, will never 
come. Ehe generous: frankneſs, the mor 
_ deſtobſequinuimgſs, and the faithfulſecrecy | 
of my dear'Pekuak willi always be:mate 
miſſect, hacks I tive: gw to ſee vi 
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ſudden ealamity, ſaid Imlac, is like that 


dbof the fabulous inhabitants of the new 

created earth, who, when the firſt night 
cam upon them; ſuppoſed that day never 
would return. Muhen the glouds of ſor- 
rowigather over us, we ſee nothing: be- 


yond them, norcati imagine how they wil! 
be diſpelled: yet a new day ſucceeded to 
the night, and ſorrow is never long with- 
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out a dawn SF eaſe.” ' But they Shodifitain 
therkſelves ftom receiving comfort, do as 
the ſavages would have done, had oo 
put out their eyes when it-was dark. | 
Nite our bodies, are in cervitinunb um; 
ſomething is hourly loſt, and ſomerhing 

acquired. To looſe much at once is in- 
convenient to either, but while the vital 
powers remain uninjured, nature will find 
the means of reparation. Diſtance has the 
ame effect on the mind as on tbe eye, 

and while we glide along the ſtream of 
time, whatever we leave behind us is always 
leſſening, and that which we approach 
increaſing in magnitude. Do not ſuffer 
'bife to ſtagnate; it will grow muddy for 
want of motion : commit yourſelf again 
to the current of the world; Pekuah will 
vaniſn by degrees ; you will meet in your 
way ſome other favourite, or learn to 
(diffuſe 8 in Nag b ert tion. - 


* 3 5 - 


I 5 
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At eaſt, ſaid the prince, do not de- 
ſpair beſpie all remedies have: been tried: 


the enquiry after 2 lady is 


eondition 
. year for 


wi ith yet greater diligence, 
tat you will promiſe to wait 
the event. without. any unalter 
_ lution.” 55 


* 24:8 $ 
[ * 242 1 &+ ; ” a f % : 
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| Nekayah het this- 4 reaſonable de- 
d, and made the promiſe to her bro- 
ther, who had been adviſed by Imlac to 
"require it. Imlac had, indeed, no great 
hope of regaining Pekuab, but he ſuppot- 
ed, that if he could ſecure the interval of a 
year, the princeſs o would be then no daft. 
ger of a cloiſter. nw eg Feet RIG 


le reſo- 
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Pekuat is Kit yerhcinbere® by the: 
2.2 | princeſs, | 2 0 | * 75 
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TEKAYAH, ſeeing that "nothing 
was omitted for the recovery of 


her Türme and having, by her promiſe, 


ſet, her, intention of retirement | at a dif 
"tance, began. imperceptibly. to return to 
common cares and common pleaſures. 
She rejoiced. without. her. .OWN « conſent at 
the ſuſpenſion. of her. forrows,, and ſome- 
times caught herſelf with indignation in 


1 Ts 


the act of turning away her. mind from | 


the remembrance of her, whom. yet the 


reſolved never to forget, 


She then appointed a certain tide of 
the day for meditation on the merits and 
fondneſs of Pekuah, and for ſome weeks 


retired conſtantly at the time fixed, and: 


turneÞ with her eyes ſwollen. and her 
_ countenance 
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countenance alba. By degrees: the 
| grew leſs {crupulous, and ſuffered any im- 
portant and preſſing avocation to delay 
the tribute of daily tears. She then yield< 
ed to. leſs. occaſions; ſometimes forgot 
What ſhe was indeed afraid. to remember, 
and, at laſt, wholly releaſed. herſelf from 
the e duiy of periodical affiction.. | 
"Her ph ove be, Pekuati v was. 5. yet not d. 
miniſhed. A thouſand occurrences brought 
her back to memory, and a thouſand 
wants, which nothing but the confidence 
of friendſhip. « can. ſupply, made her fre- 
quently regretted. She, therefore, folicit- 
ed Imlac never to deſiſt from enquiry, and 
to leave no art of intelligence untried; 
_thatat. leaſt, ſhe might have the. comfort 
of knowing, that ſhe did not ſuffer by ne- 
gligence or fluggiſhneſs.., Yet what, faid 
ſhe, is. to be. expected from our purſuit of 
happineſs, when we find the ſtate of life to 
be ſuch, that happineſs itſelf is the cauſe 
of miſery 2 Why ſhould we endeavour 
to attain that, of which the poſſeſſion. 
cannot 


7 8 
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cannot be ſecured ?- Ifhall henceforward 
fear to yield my heart to excellence, how- 
ever bright, ar re fondneſs, however ten- 
der, left 1 fhould loſe again what I. have 
loſt in Fekuah. „ 


\ 


0 H A * XXXVI. 
The princels hears x news of Pekuah: 


1 N ſeven W ak * the meſfen gers 8 


who had been ſent away upon the day 
when the promiſe was drawn from the 
princeſs, . returned, after many unſucceſſ- ; 
ful rambles, from the borders of Nu- 
bia, with an account that Pekuah was 
in the hands of an Arab chief, who poſſefff- 
ed a caſtle or. fortrefs on the extremity of F 
Egypt. The Arab, whoſe revenue was 
plunder, was willing to reftore her, with 
her own attendants, for two enen! 


ounces of gold. „%% RS. 


The princeſs was in extaßes when ſhe heard 


that her favourite was alive, and might ſo 

cheaply be ranſomed. She could not 
think of delaying for a moment Pekuah's 
happineſs or her own, but. entreated her 
brother to ſend back the meſſenger. 
vith the ſum required. Imlac, being con- 
ſulted, was nat very confident of the ve- 
racity of the relatdr, and was fill more 
deubtful of the Arab's faith, who might, 
if he were too liberally: truſted, {detain at. 
once the money and the captives. He 

thought it dangerous to put themſelves 
in the pawer of the Arab, by going into 
bis diſtrict, and could mot expect that the 
Arab would ſo much expoſe himſelf a8 ta 

come into the lomer country, where 
he ps be oo ws __ forces: of the 
luft. : | 


i 


1 is deut to ncgociate whey . 
will truſt, But Imlac, after ſome deliber> 


1 _—_ duected the. meſſenger, to propoſe 
as = 


that Pekugh ſhould be conducted by ten 
horſemen to the monaſtery of St. Antony, 
which is ſituated in the deſerts: of Upper- 
Egypt, where ſhe ſhould be met by the 
ſame number, and her ranſom orc be 


f 


- That no time might be loſt, as they « ex- 
model that the propoſal would not be re- 
fuſed, they immediately began their jour- 
| ney to the monaſtery ; and, when they 
arrived, Imlac went forward with the for- 
mer meſſenger to the Arab's fortreſs. Raſ- 
ſelas was defirous to go with them, but 
neither his ſiſter nor Imlac would conſent. 
The Arab, according to the cuſtom of his 
nation, obſerved: the laws of hoſpitality: 
with great exactneſs to thoſe who put 
themſelves into his power, and in a few 
days, brought Pekuah with her maids, by 
eaſy journies,. to their place appointed, > 
where he received the flichulated price, 

and, with great reſpect, reſtored her ts 


| kberty and her friends, and undertook to 
conduct 
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ad- chem be erk Cairo! beyond 
1 al danger of robbery or violence. SE 


The princeſs od her favourite 1 
ed each other with tranſpart 400 violent io 
be expteſſed, and went out together to 
power the tears of tenderneſs in ſecret, and 

exchange profeſſions of kindneſs and gra- 

| titude, After a few hours they: returned 
into the refectory of the convent, where, 
in the preſence of the prior and his bre- 
thren, the prince required of Fekuah the 

hiſtory a her adventures. 


EE g 
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* adventures of the lady Pekuah, 


£& = what time, and i in what manner, 
. I was forced away, ſaid Pekuah, 
your ſervants have told you. The ſud- 
denneſs of the event ſtruck. me with ſur- 


priſe, and I was at firſt rather ſtupified than 
| n 
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a agitated with any paſſion. of either fear or 
forrow. My confuſion was increaſed by. 
the ſpeed and tumult-of our flight while 

ve were followed by the Turks, who, as it 

ſeemed, ſoon: defpaired to overtake us, 
or were afraid: of thofe whom ay made 

a a ſhew of menacing. 


When the Arabs ſaw themſelves outof 
danger they-lackened their courſe, and, 4 . 


8 Aſter ſome time we ſtopped near a ſpring: | 
ſhaded with trees in a pleaſant meadow, . 
where we were ſet upon the ground, and 


were partaking. L vas ſuffer̃ed to fit with 
my maids. apart from the reſt, and none 
attempted to comfort or inſult us. Here 
1 furt. began to feel the full weight of 
my miſery. The girls ſat weeping in 
ſlenee, and from time. to time looked up 
to me for ſuecour. I knew not to what: 


condition. we were doomed, nor could 
con jecture 


offered fuch refreſuments as our. maſters, 


my 
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PER PAR where would be the place of 
-our captivity, 'Or whence. to draw any 
hope of deliverance. I was in the hands 
of robbers and ſavages, and had no rea- 
_ ſon to ſuppoſe that their pity was more 
than their Juſtice, or that they would for- 
bear the gratification of any ardour of de- 
tire, or caprice of cruelty. I, however, 
kiſſed my maids, and endeavoured to pa- 
cify them by remarking, that we were 
Pet treated with decency, and that, fince 


Wwe were now carried beyond,purſuit, there 


was no yore! aint . 


* When, we. were to be ſet again on 
horſe back, my maids clung round me, and 

refuſed to be parted, but | commanded 
chem not 40 irritate thoſe who. had ys in 
part of the day through an unfroquented. 
and pathleſs gountry, and came by moon- 
light to the ſide of a bill, where the reſt 
of the * was tationed, Their tents 


<4 : 0 Were 
a O 
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were pitched, and their fires kindled, and 
our chief was welcomed as a man much 
nn d i dependaiits.” 8 


— 


[52506 We were received into a large tent, 
where we found women who had attend- 
ed their huſhands in the expedition. They 
ſet before us the ſupper which they had 
provided, and 1 eat it rather to encourage 
my maids, than to comply with any ape- 
tite of my own. When the meat was 
taken away they ſpread the carpets for 
repoſe. Iwas weary, and hoped to find 
in ſleep that remiſſion of diſtreſs which na- 
ture ſeldom denies. | Ordering myſelf 
therefore to be undreſſed, I obſerved that 
the women looked very earneſtly upon 
me, not expecting, I ſuppoſe, to ſee me 
ſo ſubmiſſively attended. When my up- 
pet veſt was taken off, they were apparent- 
ly ſtruck with the ſplendor & my cloaths, 
and one of them timorouſly laid her hand 
upon the embroidery. She then went out, 


and, in a ſhort time, came back with ano- 
ther 
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ther woman, Who. ſeemed to be of c higher | 
rank, and greater authority. She did, at 
her entrance, the uſual act of reverence, 
and, taking me by the hand, placed me 
in a ſmaller tent, ſpread with finer carpets, 
here I "aw, the n quietly with my 

maids. | * 


| In the morning, as 1 was fitting on 
the graſs, the chief of the troop came 


towards me: 1 roſe up to receive him, 
and he bowed with great reſpect. Hu 


trious lady, ſaid he, my fortune is better 


than I had preſumed to hope; I am told 
by my women, that I have a princeſs in 

my camp.“ Sir, anſwered I, your women 
have deceived themſelves and you; 1 am 
not a princeſs, but an unhappy ſtranger 


| who. intended ſoon. to have left this coun- 
ry, in Which I am now to be impriſoned 
for ever. 7 Whoever, i or whenceſoever, 
you. are, returned the Arab, your. dreſs, 


and that of your ſervants, ſhew your-rank : 


to be high, and your wealth to be great, 
2555 
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Why ſhould you, who can ſo eaſily pro- 
Lure your ranſom, think yourſelf in dan · 
ger of perpetual captivity ? The pur- 
poſe of 'my- incurſions is to increafe- my 
riches, or more properly to gather "tt 
bute. The ſons of Iſhmael are the natu- 
ral and hereditary lords of this part of the 
continent, which is uſurped 'by late 1 1nva- 
ders, and low-born tyrarits, from whom 
we are compelled to take by the fword 
hat is denied to juſtice. The violence 
of war admits no diſtinQion , the lance - 
that is lifted at guilt and power, will ſome- 
_ Tires fall on innocence and & gentleneſs" 2s 
; | 
Hoe tte, Gid1, 6 1 expect hi 
: yeſterday it —_ have fallen pr me.” 


. Midkortures,” rived the Arab 
Would always be expected. I the eye « 
hoſtility could have learned to ſpare, excel- 
Tence like yours had been exempt from, i ins 
Jury. But the angels of affliction ſpread 
their toils alike for the virtudus and the 

* 
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wiclked, for the mighty ant PYRO 

Do not be diſconſdlate; Tum not one f 
the llawleſs and eruel rovers of the defaft; 
Ino the rules of civil tife.; I will fit 
Four ranſom, give a paffport to your e- 


ſenger, and perform my Aipulation with 


rer zh UE NY cn tie 
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pleaſed with his "courteſy; and finding 
| That his predominant paſſion was deſire of 


| money, I began now to think my danger 
lels, ſor 1 knew that no fum would be 
thought too great for the releaſe of Peku- 


ah. I told him that he ſhould have no rea- 

ſon 10 charge me with ingratitude, Ts: - 
was uſed with kindnefs, and that any ran- 
fom, which could be erpectetl for 4 
maid of common rank, would be paid, 


but that he muſt not perſiſt to rate me as 
a princeſs. He faid, he would conſider 
what he fhould demand, and then, filing, 


2 4 45 


bowed and retired. es 
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po « Soon. after the women caine!: ahove 
me, each contending to be more afficiouns 
than the other, and my. maids themſelves 
vere fer ved with reverence... We travel- 
led onward, by ſhort journeys. On the 
ſourth day the chief. told me, that my 
ranſom muſt be two hundred ounces of 
gold, which I not only promiſed him, but 
told him, that. I would add fifty more, if 


I and r maids Mere: a treated: 


8 « 1 3 the power ah gold. be- / 
8 From that time l was the leader of 
the troop. The march of every day was 
longer or ſhorter as ] commanded, and the 
tents were pitched where 1 choſe to reſt. 
We. now bad camels and other convenien- 
cies for, travel, my own women were al- 
ways at my fide, and I amuſed myſelf 
with obſerving the manners of the vagrant 
nations, and with viewing remains of an- 
cient edifices with which theſe deſerted 
countries appear to have. been, in ſome 
diſtant age, * embelliſhed. 5 
© of * The 
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790 « The chief? a8 adhs vas 4 men ar | 

from "illiterate: he was able x0 travel by 
the 2 or the oompaſs, and had marked 
n bis erratic expeditions ſuch places as are 
moſt worthy the notice of à paſſenger. 
He 6bſerved to/me, that buildings" are 
always be Pieke ved in places little fre- 
quented, and difficult of acceſs: for, when 
once a · country declines from its primitive 
ſplen dor, the more inhabitants are left, 
the quicker ruin will be made. Walls ſup- 
ply ſtones: more eaſily than quarties, and 
palaces and temples will be demòõliſned to 


make TO * granate, and <ottaiges: of 
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The adventures of Pekudh, cone 
norte KORNER 


T E ae ile in this man- 

ner for ſome weeks, whethes, as 

our chief pretended, for my gratification,” 
IE Ka, co 
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15 Soon after the women came hour 
me. each contending to be more officious 
than the other, and my maids themſelves 


were ſer ved with reverence. We travel- 


led onward, by ſhort journeys. On the 
fourth day the cbief told me, that my 
ranſom muſt be two hundred ounces of 
gold, which I not only promiſed him, but 
told him, that I would add fifty more, if 
I and my maids were honourably treated; 


I never knew. the power of gold be- 
fore, From that time I was the leader of 
the troop. The march of every day was 
longer or ſhorter as | commanded, and the 
tents were pitched where 1 choſe to reſt, 
We now bad camels and other convenien- 
cies ſor ttavel, my own women were al- 
ways at my fide, und I amuſed myſelf 
with obſerving the manners of the vagrant 
nations, and with viewing remains of an- 
- cient edifices with which theſe deſerted 
countries appear to have been, in ſome 

diſtant age, laviſhly, embelliſhed. 
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The chief of the RAINER man far 
from illiterate: he was. able to travel by 
the ſtars or the compaſs, and had marked 
in his ertatic expeditions ſuch places as are 

moſt worthy the notice of a paſſenger, | 
He obſerved to me, that buildings" are 
always beft preſerved 4 in places lirtle fre- 
quented, and difficult of acceſs': for, when 
once a-country declines from its primitive 
ſplendor, the more inhabitants are left, 
the quicker ruin will be made. Walls ſup- 
ply ſtones more eaſily than quarries, and 
palaces and temples will be demioliſhed*to' 
make ſtables of grants and cottages: of 
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The adventures of Pekush con- Li 
tinued. g 


16 


" E wandered about in this man- 
| ner for ſome weeks, whethes, as 


our chief pretended, for my eradication.” 
K 2 „ 
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| 03 e Lrather ſuſpectad, for. fome'eonve- 


* 


nien of his ]n. I endeavoured to ap- 
Pear cantented where ſullenneſs and re- 
ſentment Would have been of no uſe, and 
that endeavour conduced much to the 
calmheſs of my mind; hut my heart was 
always with Nekayab,. andl the treubles f 
the night much overbalanced the amuſe- 
ments of the day. My women, who 
threw all their cares upon their miſtreſa, 
{et their minds at eaſe from the time when 
they ſaw me treated with reſpect, and 
gave themſelyes. up.to.the. incidental alle- | 
viations of our fatigue without. ſolicitude or 
ſorrow. I was pleaſed with their pleaſure, 
and animated with their confidence. My 
condition had loſt much of its terror, fince 
1 found that the Arab ranged the country 
merely to get riches. Avarice is an uni- 
for m and tractable vice: other intellectual | 
diſtempers are different in different con- 
ſtitutions of, mind; that which ſooths the ; 
pride of one will offend the pride of afio- 
ther; but to the favour of. the eovetous 
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<3 «At laſt we came eto OM dnellingofs our 
chief, a ſtrong and: ſpacious houſe- buile 
with ſtone in an ifland: of the Nile, Hen 
hies, as I wWas told, under the trepie. 


Lady, faid the Arab; ya ſhall reſt a'few- 
| weeks: after your journey in; this: place; 


where you are td conſider your ſelf as ſo · 


vereign .. My occupation is war: T have 
therefore choſen this obſcure: reſidenee; 


from which I can iffie unexpected , and | 
to which I can retire unpurſued. You may 


now repoſe: in ſecurity: here are few: plea · 


ſures, but here is no danger.“ He then 


led me in to the inner: apartments, and 


ſeating me. in the place of honour, bowed 
to the ground. His women, who conſider - 
ed me as a rival, looked on me vith ma- 


lignity; but being ſbon informed that I- 
was a great lady detained only for my 
ranſom, they began. to vie wäth each 
other in obſequiouſneſs and reverence. 
E Ä! 
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were comt 


; = Being again e Ta new af- 


ſurances of ſpeedy liberty, I was for ſom 


days diverted from im patience by the no- 


velty of the place. The turrets overlobk- 


ed. the country to a great diſtance, and af 


forded a view af many windings of the 
| ſtream. In the day I wandered from one 


place to another, as the courſe of the fun 
varied the ſplendor of the proſpect, and 


ſaw many; things which I had: never ſeen 


before. The crocodiles; and river-horſes, : 
108. in this unpeopled region; 
and I often looked upon them with terror, 
though Tknew that they could not hurt me. 
For ſome time I expected to ſee mermaids 
and tritons, which, as: Imlac has told me, 


the European travellers have ſtationed in 
the Nile, but no ſuch beings ever appeared, 


and the Arab, when 1 e after _ 


0 at 125 r N 


« At night che Arab 1 3 
me to a tower ſet apart for celeſtial obſer- 
EE. W 


4 ey 
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vations, - where he endedviiured! to teach 1 


me the names and courſes of the ſtars. 1 
had no great inclination to this ſtudy, but 


an appearance of attention was neceſſary 


to pleaſe my inſtructor, who valued him- 


ſelf for his ſkill, and, in a little while, 1 
found fame employ ment- requiſite tõ be- 


guile the tediouſneſs of time, which was 
to be paſſed. always amidſt the ſame ob- 
Jects. I was weary of looking in the 
morning on things from which I had turned 
away weary im the evening: I therefore 
was at laſt willing te: obſerve the ſtars ra- 
ther than do nothing, but could not always 
compoſe my thoughts, and was very of- 
ten thinking on Nekayah when others 
imagined me contemplating the ſky. 
Scon after the Arab-went upon another 


expedition, and then my only pleaſure 


was to talk with my maids about the ac · 


cident by which we were carried away, | 
and the happineſs that we ſhould all is 


at the end of our captivity.” “ 


„ « There 
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* Fhere were women in your. Arab's. 
Grizals; faid the princeſs, why did you not. 


make them your.companions,. enjoy thein 


converſation, and: partake their diverſi- 
ons? In a place where they. found buſi= 
neſs or amuſement; why ſhould you alone 
ſit corroded with idle melancholy. ?- or 
- why could not you bear for a few months, 
that condition to which ey" were "or: 
WOE lor la” yn 

The Gente of ther4 women; an- 
Fat Pekuah, were only childiſh play by 
which the mind accuftomed: to ſtronger 85 
operations oould not be kept buſy. E 
ould do all which they delighted in doing 
by powers merely fenſitive, while my in- 
tellectual faculties were flown to Cairo. 
They ran from room to room as a bird 

hops. from wire ta wire in his cage. They 
daneced for the ſake of motion, as lambs 


friſt in a meadow. One ſometimes pre- 
tended to be hurt that the reſt might 


ons alarmed, or hid: herſelf that another- 
| might 
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ag ſeek ner. Part of th hei eir time palled ; 
in watching, the progreſs; of light. bodies 
that floated on the river, and part in 
marking the various forms. into which 
clouds broke i in the Sen 125 . 


ET 


64 « Their buback. was 1 1 
in which Land my maids ſometimes help-- 
ed them; but you know that the mind 
will eaſily ſtraggle from the fingers, nor 
will you ſuſpect that captivity and abſence 
from Nekayah could be mueh folaged. by. 
filken flowers. b ein 
5 Nor was much ſatisfaction to be hop-- 
ed from their converſation : : for of what 

could they. be expected to talk ? They 
had ſeen nothing; for they had lived. from - 
early youth in that. narrow ſpot : of what 
they, had not ſeen. they could have no 
knowledge, for they could. not read. 
They had no ideas. but of the few things Z 
that were within their vie w and had 
hardly, names for any thing but their 
| 16 - 3 cloatks 
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cloaths and their food. As 1 bore #fupe- 
rior character, I was often called to ter- 
minate their quarrels, which I decided as 
| equitably as I could. If it could have 
amuſed me to hear the complaints of each 

a gainſt the reſt, I might have been often 

"IE detained by long ſtories, but the motives 
of their animoſity were ſo ſmall, that I 


could not liſten was... without intercepting 
The tale. N | 
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4 Low; fad Raſſelas, can e Arab, 
whom you repreſented as a man of more 
than common accompliſhments, take any 

_ pleaſure in his feraglio, when it is filled 
only with women like theſe. be they 
exquiſitely beautiful! * 
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They do not, ſaid Pekuah, want that 
unaffecting and ignoble beauty which may 
ſubſiſt without ſprightlineſs or ſublimity, | 

without energy of thought or dignity | of 
virtue. But to' a man like the Arab 
ſuch beauty was only a flower caſually 

5 Plucked 
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plucked and: careleſy thrown, away. 
Whatever pleaſures he might find. among 
them, they were not thoſe of friendſhip on - 
ſociety. When they were playing about 
him he looked on them with inatteative 
| ſuperiority : 5 when they vied for his regard 
he ſometimes turned away diſguſted, As 
they had no knowledge, their talk could 
take nothing from the tediouſneſs of life: 
as they: had no choice, their fondneſs, 
or appearance of fondneſs, excited in bim 
neither pride nor gratitude; he. was not ex: 
alted in his own elcemby the ſmiles of a 
woman who..ſaw na other. man, nor was | 
much obliged by that regard, of Which 
he could, never, know) the ſincerity, and 
whica he might often perceive ta be exert- 
ed nat ſa much to delight him as to pain a 
rival. That. which he gave, and they re- 
ceived, as love, was only a careleſs dif- | 
tribution of ſuperfluous time, ſuch love as 
man can beſtow upon that which he de- 
ſpiſes, ſuch as has neither hope nor fear, 


neither jqy nor. ſorrow.“ 751 
Jou 
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Jou have reaſon, lady, to bn your-- | 
ſelf happy, faid” Imlac, that you have 
been thus eaſily diſmiſſed. How could a 
mind; hungry for knowledge,. be willing, 
in am intellectual famine, to loſe ſuch a 
banquets Eckuah's converſarion i Ne 


. «p am inclined; to believe, Fee 
Pekuah, that he was for ſome time in 
ſuſpenſe; for, notwithſtanding his pro- 
miſe, whenever I propoſed to diſpatch a 
meſſenger. to Cairo, he found ſame ex- 
cuſe for delay. While I was detained in 
his houſe, he made many excurſions into 
the neighbouring countries, and, perhaps, 
he would have refuſed to diſcharge me, 
had his plunder been equal to his wiſhes. . 
He returned always courteous, related his 
adventures, delighted to hear my obſer- . 
vations, a and endeavoured to advance my 
acquaintance with the ſtars. When I im- 
portuned him to ſend away my letters, he © 
toothed: me. with Fan of honour and 
ä luce, 
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fincerity ; and; when could bi no aa 
decently denied, put his troop again in 
motion, and left me to govern in his-ab- * 
ſence. I was much affſicted by this ſtudi- 
ed- procraſtination, and was ſometimes 
afraid that I ſhould be forgotten; that you 
would leave Cairo, and I muſt end my. 
n an iſland of the RE 


«1 grew at laſt hopeleſs and dejected, 25 
and cated fo little to entertain him, that he 
for a while more frequently. talked with 
my maids. That he ſhould fall in love 
with them, or with me, might have been: 
equally. fatal, and I was not much pleaſ- 
ed with the growing friendſhip... My an- 

xiety was not long; for, as I recovered. 
ſome degree of chearfulneſs, he returned” 
to me, and I. could. not forbear to 5 8 
; meet ch nN | "11 


H anderen to fend for = ran 
pas oa wt agent found tis 
way to him. The gold, which he would 
1 5 not 
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not fetch, he could not reject when · it was 
offered. He haſtened to prepare for our 
journey hither, like a man delivered from 
the pain of an inteſtine conflict. I took 
leave of my companions in the houſe, Who 
diſmiſſed me with cold io difference. 


Nekäayah, having heard her favourite's 
relation, roſe and embraced her, and Raf. 
lelas gave her an hundred ounces of gold, 
which ſhe preſented to the 4 ſor the 
fifty that were. Mme? 


of 11 A P. xxxXIx. 


The hiſtory of a man ol leanings 


D) HEY 1 to e and were 
ſo well pleaſed at finding themſelves 
together, that none of them went much 

abroad. The prince hegan to love learn- 

ing, and one day declared to Imlac, that 
he intended to devote himſelf to ſcience, 
CCC 


— * 
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and paſs the reſt of us! e in en : 
ſolityde.. n wel Sch pint tromont , 


Before you make your final choice, 
anſwered Imlac, you ought to examine 
its hazards, and converſe, with fome of 
thoſe who are grown old in the company 
of themſelves. I have juſt left the obſer- 
vatory of one of the moſt learned aſtro- 
nomers in the world, who has ſpent forty 
years in. unwearied attention to the moti- 
ons and appearances of the celeſtial bodies, 
and has drawn out his ſoul in endleſs cal- 
culations. He admits a few friends once 
a month to hear his deductions and enjoy 
his diſcoveries. I was introduced as a man 
of knowledge worthy of his notice. Men 
of various ideas and fluent: converſation 
are commonly welcome to thoſe whoſe 
thoughts have been long fixed upon a ſin- 
gle point, and who find the images of 
other things ſtealing away. I delighted 
him with my remarks, he ſmiled at the 
narrative of my travels, and was glad to 
borget 


n THE PRINCE OF 
> forgetithie conſtellations, and deſcend! b 


a. moment. into the lower world. en | 0 


4 On the next Aga ferent Meet 
ad my viſit, and was ſo. fortunate as to 

pleaſe him again. He relaxed from that 
time the ſeverity. of his. rule, and permit» | 
ted me to enter at my own choice. I 
found him always buſy, and always glad: 
to be relieved. As each knew much 
Which the other: was defirous of learning, 
we exchanged our notions with great de- 
light. I perceived that I had every day. 
more of his confidence, and always! found 
new cauſe of admiration in the profundity. : 
of his mind. His comprehenſioſt is vaſt, 

his memory capacious and retenhve, his . 
diſcourſe is methodical, ad his enn 


vr r. * 


2 + His bansgrey⸗ and” vein are- 
* to his learning. His deepeſt reſearch- 
es and moſt favourite ſtudies are willingly. 


+2644 bl for any opportunity of doing: 
_ good: 
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ava by his counſel or his riches. To big. f. 
cloſeſt retreat, at his moſt buſy moments, 
all are admitted that want his aſſiſtance: 
« For tho' I exclude idleneſs and pleaſure. 
I Vill never, ſays he, bar my doors againſt | 
charity, To map is permitted the con 
templation of the ſkies, but the practice 
of virtue is en WF 1 ; 


6 Surely, PI the princes, this mins 
happy. % , ein 22 


eu viſited him, ſaid Imlac, with more 
and more frequency, and was every time 
more enamoured of his converſation: he 
was ſublime without haughtineſs; courte- 
ous without formality, and communicative 
without oftentation. I was at firſt, Ma- 


dam, of your opinion, thought him the 
| happieſt of mankind, and often congratu- 
lated him on the bleſſing that he enjoyed. 
He ſeemed to hear nothing with indiffer- 
ence but the praiſes of his condition, to 
which he always returned a general 


anſwer, 
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alnfnve, and diverted the converſation to 
ſome other. topic 5 


© Amidſt this n e be Platic 


| and labour.to pleaſe, | had always reaſon 


to imagine that ſome painful: ſentiment, 


. preſſed. upon-his mind. He often looked 


up earneſtly towards: the ſun, and let his 
voice fall in the midſt of his diſcourſe. 


He would. ſometimes when we were alone, 
gaze upon me in ſilence with the air of 4 


man who longed to ſpeak what he was yet 
reſolved to ſuppreſs, He would ſometimes | 
ſend for me with vehement injunctions of 


haſte, though, when I came to him, he had 
nothing extraordinary to ſay. And ſome- 
times, when:I was leaving him, would call 


me back, pauſe a few moments and then 
diſmiſs me. 
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The aſtronomer dio verb the taufe 
oY, of his uneaſinefs, ng 2 


I laſt Ks kia well 
burſt his reſerve. We were fitting 
together laſt night in the turret of his houſe, 
watching the emerſion of a ſatellite: of Ju- 

piter A ſudden tempeſt clouded the ſky, 
and diſappointed our obſervation. We 
ſat a while ſilent in the dark, and then he 
addreſſed himſelf to me in theſe words: 
% Imlac, I have long conſidered thy 
friendſhip as the greateſt bleſſing of my 
fe. Integrity without knowledge is weak 
and uſeleſs, and knowledge without inte- 
grity is dangerous and dreadful. Thave 
found in thee all the qualities requiſite for 
truſt; benevolence, experience, and forti- 
tude. Ihave long diſcharged an office which ; 


1 muft foon on at | yoe call 'of nature, and 
| 8 e ſhalt 
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mal rejpice in the hour of: ( imbectit and | 
pain to devolve it upon thee.” | 


rr thought: mylelf Gd by: this. 


ah, and proteſted that whatever 


could conduce to his Wa would a0 
Hkceviſe to mine. 


11 3 — day: Foul uin not 
without diffculty credit. Lhaye poſſeſſed 
for five years the regulation of weather, 5 
and the diſtribution of the ſaaſons: the ſun 
has liſtened to my dictates, and paſſed 
from tropic to tropic by my direction, 
the clouds, at my call, have poured their; 
waters, and the Nile has overflowed at m 
ae Fhave reſtrained the rage. of 
the dog-ſtar, and mitigated. the fervours 
of the crab. The winds. alone,, of all the 
elemental. powers, have hitherto refaled. 


mx authority, and multitudes. have pe- 


riſhed by equinoctial tempeſts which I 


found myſelf unable to prohibit or reſtrain. 
Lhave adminiſtered this great office with | 


__ exact. 
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tions of the earth an impartial dividend of 
-rain-and- ſunſhine; What muſt have been 
the miſery of half the globe, if had limited 
the clouds to particular regions, or confin- 
ed the ſun to either. ſide of ithe equator ?” 
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CHAP. XII. 


"The. 88 juſtifies bins e 
1 bot . of himſelk | | 


ae he Ao tedt in me, Gol 
I the obſcurity of the room, ſome to- 
dn of amazement and doubt, ener alter 
4 ſhort: e he een thus?“ a 


Not to * ty credited will e 
ſurpriſe nor offend me; for I am, proba- 
bly, the firſt of human'beings to whom 

this truſt has been imparted. Nor do I 
know whether to deem this diſtinction a 


reward or — fince I have poſ- 
| ſeſſed 


TY and-madetorthedifierent th 


* x 5 fa 4 » 28 

IVE IS - . 
3 YT b "45 
ng 5 9 * 
>. PO 

"a . ” 
* : 

4 = 


214 THE PRINCE OF 


feſed it habe bsett Hit hes hah}: 
before, and nothing but the conſeiot neſs 


of good intention, could have enabled me bh 
to ſupport the wearineſs of enremitted vi 5 


959 ' 1 a : ; of bag ® = 3 2 . 4 


"$5990 
hs hon hp Sir, aid I, * this great 
office been in your hands?“ 


10 About t ten years ago, faid "M my dai- | 
ly:obſervations of the changes of the iky 
led me to conſider; owhbibar, if I had the 
power of the ſeaſons, I could confer great- 
er plenty upon the inhabitants ofthe earth. 
This contemplation faſtened on my mind, 
and I fat days and nights in imagi nary 
dominion, pouring upon this country and 
that the ſhowers of fertility, and ſeconding 
every fall of rain with a due proportion of 
ſunſhine. -I had yet only the will to do 
good, and did not imagine that T ſhould. 


ever have the n Wach a 13430 HOT 


1 


ow One day as I was poking: on the'fields 70 


withering with heat, I felt in my mind a 


ſudden . 


WBISSINIT A. 1 


ſudden wiſh which that I danld ſend rain 
on the. ſouthern, mountains, and raiſe the 
Nile to an inundation. In:the hurry of 
-my imagination I commanded rain to fall, 
and, by comparing the time of my com- 
mand, with that of the inundation, l found 
that the clouds had liſtened, to my 0 | 


*4 


M « ates Fes this W ſaid 1 
produce this concurrence? the Nile does 
not always riſe on the ſame day?“ 

Do nat believe, 'Taid he with impati- 

ence, that ſuch objections could eſcape me: 
1 reaſoned long againſt my own conviction, 
and laboured againſt truth with the utmoſt 
obſtinacy. I.ſometimes ſuſpected myſelf 
of madneſs, and ſhould not have dared to 
impart this ſecret but-to'a man like you; 
capable of. diſtinguiſhing - the wonderful 
from the impoſſible, and the incredible 
from the falſe.” 


— 


; «Why, 


76 Why, ſic, faid I, do you callahat in- 
fern which you were or "Think yu ; 


1 
8 
* 


4 re 0k rue d 
05 © Bonaniſe, aid be, cannot prove by 
4 any external evidence; and I know 'toe 
well the laws of demonſtration to think 
that my conviction ought to influence 
another, who cannot, like me, be con- 
ſcious of its force. 1, therefore ſhall not 
attempt to gain credit by diſputation. It 
is ſufficient that I feel this power, that T_ 
have long poſſeſſed, and every day exerted 
it. But the life of man is ſhort, the infir- 
mities of age increaſe upon me, and the 
time will ſoon eee, of 
the year muſt mingle with the duſt. The 
care of appointing a ſuece ſſor has long diſ- 
turbed me; the night and the day have 
been ſpent in compariſons of all the cha- 
racters which have come to my know- 
ledge, and I have yet found none ſo wor- 
thy as thyſelf. 
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T E A R herding what 1 _ Fide 


141 part, with attention, ſuch as the 
| welfane: of a world requires. If the taſk of 
a king be conſidered as difficult, who has 

the care only of a few millions, to whom 
he cannot do much good or harm, What 
muſt be the anxiety of him, on whom de- 
pend the action of the elements, and the 85 
great gifts of light and heat Hear me 

e with attention. | 2 


4 . 


11 1 % 


I have cla) 6 eintaekch TR pos. 1 
tion. of the earth and ſun, and formed in- 
numerable ſchemes in which 1 changed 
their ſituation. I have fometimes turned 
aſide the axis of the earth, and fometimes 
varied the ecliptic of the ſun: but I have 

Vol. II. I. found 
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found it impoſſible to make a diſpoſition 
by which the world may be advantaged: 
what one region gains, another loſes bß 
any imaginable alteration, - even without 
conſidering the diſtant. parts of the ſolar 
ſyſtem with which we are unacquainted. 
Do not, therefore, in thy adminiſtration 
of the year, indulge thy pride by innoya- 
tion; do not pleaſe thy ſelf with thinking 
that thou canſt make thyſelf renowned to 
all future ages, by diſordering the ſeaſons, 
The memory of miſchief. i is no deſirable 
fame. Much leſs will it become thee to 
1 let kindneſs or intereſt prevail. Never 
rob other countries of rain to pour it on 
thine own. | For us the Nate is ſufficient. » 


« | e that 9 [ poſſeſſed the 
power, J would uſe it with inflexible inte- 
grity, and he diſmiſſed me, preſſing my 
hand.“ © My heart, ſaid he, will be now 
at reſt, and my benevolence will no more | 
deſtroy my quiet: I have found a man of 
E wiſdom, and virtue to whom I can 
 chearfully 


A BISS NIA. ay 


chearfully: e, the inheritancs of the 
lun. 110 T 4: -& Th cod 295d}, 180 
The prince hace this narration with 


ed, and Pekuah convulſed herſelf with 
| laughter. * Ladies, ſaid Imlac, to mock 


man's — ond fon profile ive. 


tues; hut all may ſuffer his calamity. Of 
the uncertainties of our preſent ſtate, - the 
moſt dreadful and alarming is the uncer- 
. 4ain bee ſands KID. 30 RTE 


48 


4 . was II a aka 
| Pas vo was abaſhed. E 
| deeply affected, enquired: of Imlac, whe⸗ 
cher he thought ſuch maladies of he mind 
Sequent, and how they were contracted! 
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A2 89 2311 94 
ab rast ald, an 
nya | fuperticie — — 
believe. Perhaps, if ae ſpeak with rigo- 
rous exactneſs, no human · mind is in its 
right ſtate. Fhereis no man ene = 

gination does not ſometimes 8 


over his reaſon, who can lv his at- 
tention wholly by his will, and whoſe ideas 


will come and go at his command. NO 
min will he found in arhoſe mind au n- 
tions do not ſometimes ty ranniſe; ànd force 
him to hope or fear beyond che Aimits- ef 
ſober probability. All power of fancy over 
reaſon is a degree of inſanity; but while 


this power is ſuch as we can control and 


repreſs, it is not viſible to others, nor 
_ conſidered as any depravation of the men- 
oy | wel 


4 
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ates icing) madneſbd 
but when it comes ungovernable, and ap® 
 parently eee pee bun N 1 ie. 
ebe $410 HAM" 1 2 „ 
. Ik eee of Ad and 
ſend mag ina tiom Gut upon the wing, is 
often the ſport of thoſe who delight te 
much in ſilent: ſpevalation- When we - 
ale: alone wel are not always buſy'; te lu · 
bobr of excitation is tod WMolent w laſt 
lofig ;. the ar,jv of enquiry; with! ſome» 
then eee ent or arkiry.. Hs | 
Nan uſd dad“ festere a. ber own 
hei is not; for. who is-pleaſed with what he | 
is ? He thenexpatiates in boundleſs futu». 
Lita and-eulle. frontal imeginablecontdi- 
tions that! which, fot the pretent moment 
he! ſhould moſt. deſine, achuſes his defires | 
Vith impoſſible; end ments, and confers. — 
upon his pride aandittainable:dominion. The 
mind dances from ſcene to ſcene, unites 
: all: pleaſures: in all combinations, and 
| * 1s riots 


iots inddights Whiclr t nature and fri 
with all _—_ bounty, cannot 
go, f j l 257817 Fs uns 


1 Int time ſome particular train of ets 


_ gratifications are rejected, the mind in 
wearineſs or are recurs e to 


luſcious falſehood, ———— 
ed with: the bitterneſs:of: truth.. By de- 
grees the reign of ſandy pete wg 
grows firſt im peridus, und in ii ne deſp 

Then fictions begin to 


came of rapture or of an 
l. is urn 2 ov nu f 10 al * 
„Ant Ante esto Batt FEI 
This, Sir, is one ae _ 
tude, which the hermit has confeſſed not 
always to promote Wee be e 
ner 4 thas' \ 


fixes the attention, alb other intellectual. 
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5 will no more, ſaid” b galbutiter 
imagine my ſelf the queen of Abiſſinia. wp 5 
have often ſpent the hours, which the | 
princeſs gave fo my own difpoſal; in ad- 
} fling ceremonies and regulating the 
court; I have repreſſed the pride of the 
powerful, and granted the petitions of the 
poor; I have built new palaces in more 
happy ſituations, planted groves upon the 
tops of mountains, and have exulted in the 
beneficence of royalty, till, When the 

princeſs entered; I had almoſt forgotten 
to bow down: before nr Baan 
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And U. Ae thi pita; will not all l 
low my ſelf any more to play the ſhep- 
herdeſs | in my waking dreams. Thave often 
foothed my "thoughts with the quiet and 

innocence of paftorat employments, till L 
have in my chamber heard tlie winds 
whiſtle, and the ſheep bleat ;- fomerimes 
freed the lamb entangled in the thicket, 


and ſometimes with my crook encountered: 
* 


8 1 
3 
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the. wolf. I have a dreſs like that of the 
village maids, which E put on to help my 
imagination, and a pipe on which 1 play 
. 1 e followed * "x 


"10 1 will nest ſaid * prince, an in- 
dulgence of fantaſtic delight more dange» 
Tous than yours. I have frequently endea- 
voured to image the poſſibility of aperfeQ 
government, by which all wrong ſhould 
he reſtrained, all vice reformed, and all 
the ſubjects preſerved. in tranquillity. and. 
innocence. This thought produced int 
numerahle ſchemes. of reformation, and 
dictated many uſeful regulations and ſalu- 
tary edits. This has been the ſport and 
ſometimes the labour of my ſolitude; and 
I ſtart when I think with how little an- 
guiſh I once ſuppoſed the death of 1 fa⸗ 
| ur and my enn 


— 
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; by — uch, 
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a AG when) — ho 
them, we know them to be abſurd, but fa- 
miliariſe them by he ant dun anime 
oſs Gght of lber fo: 
angst, 236 a6 Alice tin b 5118 lav, | 
dT dn 490 NM bak 16 


Won 


bun i A T. Klav. bis: 


| 
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moe 3 6141647 4434 299%; X66: 908 


wre 4} EO wſe. with an old man- 


* 7009 nt l C3 5 i 16205 Ditting 0998 be : 


Bones Pts me! =: 
alked along the bank of . Nil 300. 
lighted with the beams of the moofi quit- 
vering on the. water, they ſaw at a ſmall 
Afflanc Aft old man, - whoth' the pi prince | 
Hall ofteh heatd in the acti" rell t- 
Ses. © © Yonder; aid he; 18 one Gf yen 
Habe calmed his plaſhiont; Viv not clothed 
his reden t Tet' us Cle ke Gifeſtfſffiöfts 
'6f | the might, by "ell" tht "ire "fits 
Tefifinietits of his owfl ftate, that de Hy 


RD whether youth alone is to ſtruggle 
Ls with 


ns FTIR CK OS, 


vith-yexation, and whether ay deer 5 


e remains wo latter . Ane 
811 Dl A n 
Aer 4 the nt —_—— W aluted 5 
e They invited him to, join their 
walk, and prattled a while as acquaintance 
that had une xpectedly met another. The 
old man was thearful and kalkalive, and 
the way ſeemed ſhort in his company. He 
Was: pleaſed to find himſelf not di regard 
ed, accompanied them to their houſe, 
and, at the prince's requeſt, ee 
them. They placed hin in the fe or 
honour, and ſet wines Ag conſerves bo 


; an evening: | 


3 N to A man of learning, like 
you, pleaſures. which 1 ignorance and youth. 
can hardly. conceive. , Jou know the qua: 
ties and the cauſes of al that you. behold, 
the laws by which the river flows, the pe- 
Bods. in rl. the dne, perform their 
ee eee 


BU 51s 1A N 


revolutions) Rec Itbincg anus Gpply 
you with contemplation, ' and — 


nene. of your own-dignity;". EE: 


VL 5.4 wo, 291 8 inne 22 4 ** 220 


45 Lady, anſwered 5 bet the gay and 
the vigorous expect pleaſure in their excur- 
ſions, it is enough that age can obtain eaſe. 
To me the world has loſt its novelty: I 
look round, and ſee, what. 1 remembet to 
have ſeen. in; happier, ae I reſt againſt 
| A, tree, and con er, that S 
ſhade, I. once diſputed vpon the annual 
overflow. of the Nile, with a friend Who is 
now ſilent in the grave, ad caſt my eyes 
upwards, fix them on the changing moon, 
and think with pain on the viciſſitudes of 
life. 1 have ceaſed, to take much. delight 
in * nn for what have 1 N 
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lou may at leaſt recreate yeurfelf, 

. fi Imlac, with the recollection of an ho- 
nourable and uſeful life, and enjoy the 
you which all gn to give 118 ? 

n tag Bl 4 „ln el del 
2 way: CO n, i 5 
an old man am empty found.” 1 have ner. 


ther mother to be delighted witfi the repu- 
er don; nor wa to qarrike! the 


| bend dy Ih Weng is now: 
of much importance; for I cannot extend: | 
my intereſt beyond myſelf. Youth js de- 
lighted with applauſe, becauſe it is conſi- 
dtredi as the: earneſt of ſome future good, 
andbecauſe the proſpect of life is far ex- 
tended: but to me wh. am declining to. 
decrepitude, there is little to be feared. 
fem the rypalevolerice Gf men; and yet 
leſs. to be hoped from their affection: OF. 
eſteem. Something they may yet take 
arch but they can. give me nothing.. 
would now be uſeleſs, and high 
| employment 


— 
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emphyment would be pain: My retre- 


ſpecd ol kle tecalls to my view many op 


portlinities of good neglected, much time 


ſquanderech upon trifles,. and more loſt in 
ialeneſs and vacancy.) leave many great 


deſigns unattempted, and many great 


attempts unfiniſhed. My mind is burthen- 
ed with no heavy crime, and therefore I. 


_ compoſe myſelf to tranquillity; 3 endea- 
wur t abſtracti my! thoughts from héôpes. 
and cares, 'which;. though reaſon knows 
them to be vairi, ſtill try to keep their old. 
poſſeſſion of the heart; expect, with ſe+ 
rene humility; that hour which nature 
cannot: long delay; and hope to poſſeſs 
in a better ſtate that happineſs cu Her 
I could not find, and that virtue which 
5 here [ have not and. 0 has er | 
* ALE 1 6438 +145 
: beweg leaving dib ad 
dence not mueli ela ted: withithe: Hope of 
long life. Tlie pritice - confolld HimlfElf 
With remarking, that it was not reaſonable 
to be diſappointed by this account; for 
| age 
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fon of felicity, and, if it was poſſible to be 
eaſy in decline and: weakneſs; if it was 
likely that the days of vigour and-alacrity 
might be happy; that the noon of life 
might be ene eu en Enn * 
8 1.33 44: | llt 
4 The princeſs ſuſpe cted that age was que> 
mW lous, and malignant and deli ghted te 4 
repreſs the expectations of, thoſe who had 
newly entered. the world. She had ſeen 
the poſſeſſors of eſtate. look with enyy on 
their heirs, and know. many he enjoy 
nden no _—_— they can confins 
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Pekush con 3 2 the- man was 
older than he appeared, and was willing: 
to impute his complaints to delirious! de- 
jection ; or elſe ſuppoſed, that he had 
been unfortunate, and was therefore dif+ 
contented : For nothing, ſaid ſhe, is more 
common 


. 


* 
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common than to call uy own condition, 
the conditio ef life. 1 3 
Iles, who had, ng deſire to e them 
depreſſed, ſmiled at . the comforts* which: 
they could ſo readih procure to them- 
ſelves, and re embered, at the ſame age, 
he was equally confident of unmingled. | 
proſperity, and equally fertile of confota-- 
pry ex pedients.” He forbore-to force up- | 
on, _ them 'unwUcome knowledge, which. | 
riene itlelk would too ſoon impreſs. The 
aten and her lady retired; the mad- 
neſs of the aſtronomer hung upon their: 
minds, and they deſired Imlac to. = 
upon, his office e, and dela a Ga morning: 
Wee lu. r 1 BTI 191 4 
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women, though he. me 115 5 hat 


in it many Europeans who. followed 1 


manners of their own countries, and 


, many from other parts. of the world 


ot dived there with European m. 
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The ladies would not be refuſed, and 
| ſeveral ſchemes. were propoſed for the 
accompliſhment of their deſign... It was 
propoſed to introduce them as: firangers 
in diſtreſs, to whom the ſage was always 
acceſſible; but, after ſpme de liberation, 
it appeared, that by this artifice, no ac- 
quaintance could be formed, for their con- 
verſation would be ſhort, and they could 
not decentiy importune him often. This, 
ſaid Raſſelas, is true; but I have yet a 
ſtronger objection againſt the miſrepreſen= 
tation of your tate, I have always conſt - 
dered it as treaſon againſt the great-repubs. 
lic of human nature, to make any maus 
virtues the means of deceiving him, he- 
ther on great or little oceaſions. All imo 
poſture weakens confidence and chilla be- 
nevolence. When the {age finda that you 
are not what you ſeemed, he will feel the 
reſentment natural te a man, whe, con- 
ſcious of great. abilities, diſcovers} that he 


has been tricked. by: underRandings-means 


* en his own, and, perhaps, the diſtruſta 
2 mA 
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which te can ever afterwaids wholly lay 
aſide, may ſtop the voice of counſel, 
and clole-the hand of charity; and where 
will yau find the power of reſtoring his 
benefactions to mankind, or his FS to 
bt vga TT” 1 
To d ep was attempted; and 
hnlac began to hope that their curioſity. 
would ſubſide; but, next day, Pekuali 
told him ſhe had now found an honeſt 
pretence ſor a viſit to the aſtronomer, for 
ſhe would ſolicit permiſſion to conti- 
nue under him the ſtudies in which ſhe had 
been initiated by the Arab, and the ptin- 
eeſs might go with her as a fellow - ſtudent, 
or becauſe a woman could not decently 
come alone. I am afraid, faid Imlac; 
that he will ſoon be weary of your com- 
pany: men advanced far in knowledge 
do not love to repeat the elements of their 
art, and I am net certain, that even of 
the elements, as he will deliver them con- 
nected with inferences, ; and mingled 
with 
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with refleQions, you are a very Fw 
auditreſs.” * That, ſaid Pekuah, muſt Be 
my care: Taſk of you only to take me 
thither. My knowledge is, perhaps, more 
than you imagine it; and by concurting ak 
ways with his opinions I ſhall make him. 


= it 2 ee e 
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10 bel aftr Nibröther, in pürmißse f d 
teſolution, was told, that a foreign lady, 
traveling in Kehrch VE knowledge, had 

heard of | his reputation, and was deſirous. 
| to become his 1chotar. © The uncommon= 
neſs of the propoſal ralſetl at once lis fur⸗ 
priſe and eriolity, : and When, after a ſtiort 
delberation, he confented® to admit Her, 
he could not y withoue impatience. till. 
_ the bert dh. e OT. 
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The ladies Males themſelves magnift 
cently, and were attended by Imlac to the 
aſtronomer, who was pleaſed to ſee him- 
ſelf approached with reſpect by perſons of 


S ſplendid an appearance. In the ex- 
N change 
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change of the firſt civiliti ties he was th-- 
morous and baſhful;. but, when the = 
became regular, he recolleQed;tis powers 
and Juflified the character which hnlag. 
had. given... Enquiring of ekuah what 
could have turned her inclination towards. 
aſtronomy, he received from her a- hiſtory 
of her adventure at the pyramid, and of 
the time paſſed in the Arab's iſland... Phe 
told her. tale with caſe and elegance, and 
ber converſation took poſſeſian of his- 
heart. The diſcourſe was then turned to 
aſtronomy: Pekuah. diſplayed. what, ſhe 
knew: he looked upon her. as. 8. prodigg: 
of genius, and entreated her not to on 
leg a ſtudy. ih be. ſo.h 


They e cane again and again, od oe were- ; 
every time more. welcome than before. 
The ſage endeavoured to amuſe them, 
that they might prolong their viſts, for, 
he found his thoughts grow. ter in 
their company the clouds of ſolitude Var 


niſhed by degrees, as be forced himſelf to 
r entertain 


entertain wen ab he grieved when he 
Was left at their departure to his old em- 
FT * the ſeaſons. * fo 


The princeſs and her favorite bad now 
cies his lips for ſeveral months, and 
could not catch a ſingle word from which 
they could Judge whether he continued, 
or not, in the opinion of his preternatural 
commiſſion. They often contrived to 
bring him to an open declaration, but he 
-ealily eluded all their attacks, and on 

vhich ſide ſoever they preſſed him eſcap- 
d bent N to ſens Aer wa. 1 


8 1 


eleselbamtry increaled; FR in- 
wkod him 'often to the houſe of Imlac, 
where they arenen him 'by extraor- 
dinary reſpect. He" degan gradually to 
delight! in ſublunary pleaſures. He came 
early and departed late: laboured to re- 
-commend himfelf by affidaity and com- 
Pfiance; excited their .curiofi ity after new 
3 10 2} ney ** by. arts, 


i 
} 

| 
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| 
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; 
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arts, that they might ſtill want his aſſiſt- 
ance,; and when they made any n 
on of pleaſure or enguirx, e | 
attend them. | 


* £4 


"hs lags experience. of his: FR 1 


wildo n, the prince and bis ſiſter were con · 
vinced that he might be truſted, without 
danger; and, leſt he ſhould draw any 
falſe hopes from the civilities which he re- 
ccived, diſcovered to bim their condition, 


- with the motives of their journey, and re- 


quired his eg . ebe e. 


{353 


4 of the various . Ws the 


world ſpreads before you, which you ſhall 


prefer, ſaid the lage, I am not able to in- 
Mruct you. 1. can only tell that I have 
choſen wrong. I have paſſed my time in 
ſtudy without experience; in the attain- 
ment of ſciences which can, for the moſt 
part, be but remotely uſeful to mankind. 

I have purchaſed knowledge at the ex · 


| pence of all the. common comforts of life: 


1 have ; 


ABS 8 1 N I K. 


female friendſhip, and the happy com- 


merce of domeſtic tenderneſs. If I have 
obtained any prerogatives above other 
ſtudents, they have been accompanied 
with fear, diſquiet, and ſcrupuloſity; but 
even of tlieſe prerogatives, whatever they 
were, I have, ſince my thoughts have been 
diyerſified by more intercourſe with the 
world, begun to queſtion the reality. 
When l have been for a few days loſt in 


pleaſing d iſſpation, I am always tempt- 


ed to think that my enquiries have ended 
in error, and that I have Et lira 
and. laflereds it in vain,” 


t was Gelgired' 1 to find "ad the. 
ſage s underſtanding was breaking through 
its miſts, and reſolved to detain him from 
the planets till he ſhould forget his taſk of 
ruling them, and reafon ſhould: recover its 
original influence. c 

From 


239 
9 have miſſed the endearing elegance of 
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From this time the aſtronomer was re- 
— imo familiar friendſhip, and par- 
took of all their projects and pleaſures : his 


reſpect kept him attentive, and the acti- 


my! of 1 not leave much time 


Jr was ſpent inmaking obſer. ; 


vations which furniſted+talk for the even- 
ing, and the evening was cloſed. with 3 
ſcheme for the morrow. 


Arbe Ae iconfolled:to Amlees that buce 
he had mingled in the gay tumults of life, 
and divided his hours by a ſucceſſion of 


-amuſements, he found the conviction of 


his authority over the ſkies fade gradually 
em his mind, and began to truſt leſs to 
an opinion which he never could prove to 
W and which he now found ſubject to 
variation from cauſes in which reaſon 
had no part. If I am men 
E deſk 


— the Seeder 


and iutantanecufty relcaſcd at the-en+ 


uahl! Fam like a man 


which baraſfed Him in the-d: 


he:-ſhall feet no more. But T am ſec 
times afraid leſt I' indulge” my quiet by 
criminal negligence, and voluntarily for- 


get the great charge with which Jam in- 
truſted, It J. favour myſelf ina knoun | 


Error, or am determined by my owneeaſe 
in a doubtfulqueſtion of this N 
how dreadful. 1 wh! cole 1 Pads; ve 


; Ne tec o ubs imagimgida, FSI 
ed Imlac, is ſo difficult of cure, as that 
"vows K. 


his lamp be extinguiſhed, keis nth this 
terrors which he knows that when it is light 


ET as _ 


2 
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which is compliested with the 


their 


bability of the obligation, which, when 


dread f 
guilt : fancy and conſeieneg then act in- 
terchangeably upon us, andi ſo often ſnifſt 
es, that the illuſions of one are not 
diſtinguiſhed from the dictates of the other. 
if fanay 2 2 or 
when they e pain, but — .melan- 
cholic notions take the form of duty, they 
lay hold on the faculties without oppoſiti- 


on, becauſe we are afraid to exelude or 


baniſh them. For this reaſon the ſuper- 
ſtitious are often melancholy; and the me- 


ahn ngen ſopertiyions. 2 rtl 


' 5 


But do not let the Coggefion of timi- 
dity overpower your: better reaſon': the 
danger of neglect can be but as the pro- 


you conſider -it with freedom, you find 


very little, and that little growing every 
day leſs. Open your heart to the influence 


* & * . 4 . 
_ 4 > # 23 7 
27 * |: + : | 
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* 


The d enters and brings a new 


ſon has been fo long ſubjugated by an 


s W . 2 


of the light, which, from time to time, 
breaks in upon you: When ſeruples im- 


Portune you, aidch; you in your lucid mo—ʒ 


ments know to be vain, do not ſtand to 
parley, but fly to buſineſs or to Pekuab, 


and keep this thought always prevalent; 


that you are only one. atom of the maſs of 
humanity, and have neither ſuch virtue 


nor vice, as that you ſhould be _ cut 


oy rr ee favours or ere oy 1 
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- 


% 
, 22 4 
e * 4 
| 2 


CHAP. XLVI. 


{ 


Ihe. po 


SETTLED v 


'LL this, id the a - 
have often thought, but my rea- 


uncontroulable and overwhelming idea, 
that! it durſt not confide f in its own. deciſi- 


"Is 


ons. a now. 3 folly. E 4 
my quiet, by ſuffering chimeras ta prey 
upon me in nts hut eee 


tain, of reef, i — own 
ſentiments confirmed by: yaurs, Who are 
not eaſily deceived, and/ can haye na mor 
tire or purpoſe to deceive. I hope that 
time and variety will diſſipate the gloom 
that Has fo long ſurrounded me, and the 
latter part of * 85 will. nnn in 


4 Your learning and Hl ſaid Amlac, | 
* Juſtly give you * 


| Raſſclas = 3 with he pelaiof 
and Pekuah, and- enquired whether they 
had contrived any new diverſion. for. the 
next. day. Such, ſaid Nekayah, is the 
tate of life, that . happy but by 
5 5 


* 1 . * 
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the anticiparion of change = the — 
irſelf is nothing ; when we have made it, 
the next wiſh is to change again: The 
world is net yet exhaiiſited'; jet me fee 


7 ee to-morrow w which 1 never foe - = 


Banden 0 


4 2 Mbh is oy” neceſſh 
ry to content, that even the happy valley. 
diſguſted me by the recurrence of its Jux- | 
uries: yet L could. not forbear to eproach- 
_- myſelf with: impatience, when Faw the 
monks of St. Anthony. ſupport without 
complaint, a life not of uniform e ; 
i ROO Pez; LEW 


— a 
* . 


Tho n Inas ate let | 

wretched 4 in their filent convent than the 
Abiſinian princesin their priſon of pleafure.. 
Wbate ver is done by the monks is ineited 
by an adequate and reaſonable motive. 
Their labour ſupplies therm with neceſſa- 
ries; it therefore cannot be omitted, and 
3s: certainly rewarded. Their devotion: 


M 3. prepares 
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prepares them for another ſtate, and re- 
minds them of its approach, while it fits 
them for it. Their time is regularly diſ- 
tributed ;. one duty ſucceeds: another, ſo 
that they are not left open to the diſtracti- 
on of unguided choice, nor loſt in the- 


"Siu 


ſhades of liſtleſs inactivity. Phere is a 
certain taſk to be performed at an appro-- N 
Friated hour; and. their toils are cheerful, 
becauſe they. conſider them as acts of Rety, 
by which they are always nen tox 
en anne * r 


5 think, dad Nekayals, that the: 
monaſtic rule is a more holy and — 
perfect ſtate than any other? May not he 
| equally hope for future happineſs who con- 
verſes openly. with mankind, who ſuecours 
the diſtreſſed. by his charity, inſtructs the 
ignorant by his learning, and contributes 
by his induſtry to the general ſyſtem of 


life; even though he ſhould omit ſome of 


the mortifications. which are practiſed in 


the 


8 FÞ 8 E ” 


Weener and allow v Himſelf tuch Mf 
fs delights as his coridition' _ 2 
within his reach nere 

ent 2041 £2 808 (ER F165 8+ 1" da. 

$108k: This f 'faid imac, is a Wellön which. 
has-long divided the wie; and perplexed = 


the good. - I am afraid to decide on either 
part. He that lives well in the world! is” 


© ahh > 


better thay he that Hives well ima 
ſtery. „Bat, perhaps, every one a Hot + 
able to ſtem the temptations of public 
life; and, if he cannot conquer, he may 
properly retreat. Some have little power 
to. do good, - and: have likewile- little 
ſtrength to reſiſt evil. "Many are'weary 
of their conflicts with adverity, and are 
willing to eject thoſe paſſions which have 
long dabsd ther in vain. And many are 

diſmiſſed by age and diſeaſes from the more 
labotious duties: of ſbedety. ] In monaſteres 
the weak and uimotous may be happily 
Song ny TOR may . and the 
r ki 29 8 Pente 
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penitent may meditate. Thoſe retreats of | 
| Prayer and contemplation.have ſomething. 
ſo congenial to the mind of man, that, per- 
haps, there is ſcarcely one that does. not 
purpaſe io cloſe his life in pious abſtraction 
with a few aGociates ſerious as himſelf. w 


| I" ' (Such, Gd 0 l | t ce RP as my 
wiſh, and Lhave heard. the. en. 


l — — — webs diſpute 
DP but it is ſlill to be examined what plea» 
ſure are ;hareol The evil vf any plea- 
ſure ſthat Nekayah can image is not in 

the act itſelf, but in its conſequences. 

Pleaſure, .in itſeif harmleſs, may become 
niſohie vuus, b endearing to us a ſtate 

which we know to be tranſient and pro- 

batory, and. withdrawing our thoughts 


from that, of which every hour r 
us nearer to the beginning, and of which 
| no 


7 
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0 length of time will bring 

has any other uſe, but that eee = 
us from the allurements of ſenſe. In the . - 
ſtate of future perfection, to which we will :- 
aſpire, there will be pleaſure without dan- 4 
ks and en ET aalen 74 


- 


The l was en i 
turning to the aſtronomer, aſked him, 
whether, he could not delay her: zetreat, 
by ſhe wing her ſomething which hs ing 


not keen. before. 7 65g nid 


Pf . curioſity, faid the i 8 5 
fo general, and your, pu ſuit of knowledge 
ſo. . vigorous, that novelties: are not now 
very calily to be found: but what you. 
can no longer procure from the living 
may be given by the dead. Among the 
wonders of this fan deen 0 

NM 5 
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br the ancient repolitories, in which the 
bodies of the earlieſt generations were 
| lodged, and where, by the virtue of the 
gums which embalmed them, —_— you re- 
e without agg) | 


a 5 


41 know not, ſaid Raſſelas, Shes plow 
ſure the ſight of the catacombs can af- 
ford; but, ſince nothing elſe is offered, 
Jam reſolved to view them, and ſhall 
place this among many other things which 
Ihave 40 wg becauſe I wou d do ſome>- 


thing.” 


| They hired a guard of horſemen; and” 

the next day viſited the catacombs. 
When they were about to deſcend into the 
fepulchral caves, « Pekuah, faid the prin- 
_ ceſs, we are now again invading the habi- 
tations of the dead; I know that you will 
ſtay behind; let me find you ſafe when I 
return.” . [ will not be left, anſwered 
| Fckuah ; 3% 


A B 1 8871 N. 1 * 


Pekuah ; l oth go down b ety een you and. 
; ml "”_ US nid 35 Die Dole os! 


4 


ag ene eee * oved wi 
wonder through the labyrinth of ſubterra | 
neous paſlages, where n e were laid 
. 0 0153: bc 


Tthlac Uſcourſes"6n the nature ür 


. the foul... 


7 HAT. ne ald nde prinee; 
can be given, why the Egypti- 
ans ſhould thus expenſively preſerve thoſe 
carcaſſes which ſome nations conſume... 
with fire, others: lay tö mingle with the 
earth, and all agree to remove from their 


ſight. as. ſoon as decent. rites can be per- 
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The original of ancient cuſtoms, ſaid 


ItSlas, is . unknown; for the 
re 


— 
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- ceremonies. it is vain to un for 

what reaſon did not dictate reaſon can- 
not explain. I have long believed: that 
the practice of embalming, aroſe only 
from tenderneſs to the remains of relations 
or friends, and to this opinion I am more 
inclined, becauſe it ſeems impoſſible that 
this care ſhould have been general: had. 
all the dead been. embalmed, their repo-- 
fitories muſt in time have. been. more ſpa- 
cious than the dwellings of the living. I 
ſuppoſe only the rich or honourable were 

fecured. from-corruption, and the el _ #1 
So of nature. We 


8 hg Aan he 8 
Egyptians believed the foul. to live as long 
as the body continued undiſſol ved, and 
therefore tried this method. of eluding 
death.” 551 Wie 


1 


ABLSSANLA 


kayah, ahink — of the foul 7 If the 
ſoul could once ſurvive its ſeparation, what 
now it aſ hi or burt en 


3 
41 


© The Egyptians would 3 think £ 
1 ſaid the aſtronomer, in the 
darkneis of heatheniſm, and the firſt daun 


of: philoſophy... Fhe nature of the ſoul ĩs 
ſtill! diſputed. amidſt all: our opportunities 


of clearer knowledge: ſome yet ſay, that 
it may be material, who, veverthells eng 
heve | it * eee 5 1% K dl. 6 


3 a phe wi 3 dert 
"id that the ſoul. is material, but I can 
ſcarcely. believe that any man has thought 
it, Who knew how to think,; for all the 
concluſions of reaſon. enforce apt | 
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ſenſe a and inveſtigations of ſcience'e: concur 


* 
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to prove t the vnconſ 2 


{ww 


<« Tt-was never er ſippoſed that eogitation 
is inherent in matter, or that every pars 
ticle is a thinking being. Yet if any part 
of matter be devoid of thought, what part 
can we ſuppoſe: to think . Matter can 
differ from matter-only in form, e A 
bulk, motion; and direction of motion: 
to which. of theſe; however varied or 
combined; can conſciouſneſs be annexed?ꝰ 
To be round or ſquare, to be ſolid or: fluid; , 
to be great or little, to be moved ſſowly 
or ſwiftly one way or another, are modes 
of material exiſtence, all equally. alienfrom 
the nature of cogitation; If matter be 
once * without thought, it can- only be 
made to think by ſome new modification, 
but all the modifications which it can ad- 
mit are equally unconnected with cogĩta - 
tive powers.” 


* uh 


4 18.8.1 M 1 A. = 


te But the materialifts; ſaid the aſtro- 
nomer, urge that matter may have qua- 
1 Bae with which we are „eee, of 


46 © He WhO will: „Geben returned: 
Imlac, againſt that which he knows, be- 
cauſe there may be ſomething which he 
knous not; he that ean ſet hypothetical 
poſſibility againſt acknowledged certainty, .. 
is not to be admitted among reaſonable 
beings. All that we know of matter is, 
that matter is inert, ſenſeleſs and lifeleſs; 
and if this conuiction cannot be oppoſed 
but by referring us to ſomething that we 
know not, we have all the evidence that 
human intelle& can admit. If that-which 
is known may be--over-ruled by that 
which is unknown; no being, not omniſ- 
rer can arrive at REID l 


1 ST.3 © VE 14 * 
} 4 ' 7 2138 | &-; 8 


— 


— 


deb Now: N us not, gad the ons- 
merz tee arrogantly limit the Creator's 
power.” + 


4 


28 
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-<. It-is: no limitation of ornnipotence, 
replied the poet, to ſuppoſe that one thing 
is not conſiſtent with another, that the 
ſame proportion cannot be at once true and 
falſe, that the ſame number cannot be 
even and odd, that oogitation cannot be 
conferred on that which is: created. inca- 
* „ire ply. of 


A 
* 


1 «1 abe 8 aid Nekayah, any 5 
uit. of this queſſion. Does that immate- 
riality. which, in my opinion, yon have 
ſufficiently] proved, ee an. 
e e 5 nin 


L SITES IS > | 
« Of 1 ad . our 
54 are negative, and therefore-obſcure.. 
Immateriality ſeems to imply a natural; 
power of perpetual duration as a conſe- 
quence of exemption from all cauſes of de- 

cay: whatever periſhes, is deſtroyed by. 
* ſolution of its dende W 


tion of een e nor can . how 


that which has no parts, and therefore 
admits no ſolution, can be nn. cots. 
—_— or eee 


1 *. 1 1 00 d Naben 4 dw; 16. 
conceive any thing without -extenſion 2 
what is extended muſt have parts, and. 


11 181i 2 ' 354] T7! 2 41 


” : Conſider your . ene I * 


plied Imlac, and the diffcultey will be lefs.. | 


Lou will find ſubſtance without extenſion. 
An ideal form is no leſs real than material 
bulk : yet an ideal ſorm has no extenſion. 
It is no leſs certain, when you tliink on 


pyramid, that your mind poſſeſſes the 


idea of a pyramid, than that the pyramid: 
itſelf is ſtanding, What ſpace does the 
ideajof a pyramid occupy, more than the 
idea of a grain of corn ? or how can either 


idea ſuffer laceration? As is the effect 


ſuch 


a e ee e n eee has parts may 


ant 1679300 dn een | 
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L fear to 


rubin e or 
ſuch is the cauſe: as thought- is, ſuch is 


the power that thinks ;- a re e . gh 
ang e eee bis Ter 


— 1 * 
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< But the Being, cad 1 Nekayah, 8 
me ee which'made the Y 
r ner n en 


vi «-Hez ſurely e i. aten 
Thalac, ſince, however unperiſhable in it- 
ſelf, it receives from a' higher nature its - 


power of duration. That. it will not periſh : 


by any inherent:cauſe or principle of cor» 
ruption;«*may- be collected from philoſo- 
phy; but - philoſophy can tell no more. 
That it will not be annihilated by him 
that made it, we muſt humbly learn from 
_ AN fert A 


The whole alembly n food 4 while gent 


and collected. Let us return, ſaid Raſ- - 
| felas, from this ſcene. of mortality. How: 
eee e ee 


* 


_ 


AS S N TAE 2 


: — would be theſe manſions of the 
dead to him who did not know -that he- 
ſhall never die; that what now acts ſhall 


continue its agency, and what now thinks 


ſhall think- on for: ever. . Thoſe that lie 
here ſtretched before us, the wiſe and the 
powerful of antient times, warn us to:re-- 


they were, perhaps, ; ſnatched away while 
they were 1 like us, in the 3 


life.“ | 


n wa, be eee deletes 
of life is become leſs important; 1 hope 


hereafter to think ny on che n oF 


eternity. 


They then haſtened out by thi caverns,. 
and under the protection of thai bene. 
returned t to Cairo. | 


= CHAP: 


member the ſhortneſs of our preſent ſtate- 
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The concluſion in wich þ nothing i iS: 1 5 


r was now the ae ata 
of the Nile: a few days after their 
— b r ; 


They were confined” to their bouſs... 
The whole region being under water gave 
them no invitation to any excurfions, and, 
being well fupplied with materials for talk, 
they. diverted; themſelves with compari- 
ſons of the different forms of life which 
they had obſerved, and with various- 
ſchemes of happineſs which each n them. 
had formed. 


Pekuah was never ſo much charmed 
with any Place as the convent of St. An · 
| thopY. 
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dhonys uhere the Arab reſtored her to the 
Prinseſs, and wiſhed only to fill it with 
pious maidens, and to be made pioreſs 8 oy 
the order: ſhe was weary of expeCtation 
and diſguſt, and would en An in 
da unn ib 55 
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The W e, that « 0 Tabs 
lunary things, knowledge was the beſt: 
She deſired firſt to learn all ſciences, and 

ahon quepaſhdto-frund-a ee 8 deere 
that, by converſing with the old, and edu - 
time between the acquiſition and commu- 
nication of wiſdom, and raiſe up for the 
next age models of prudence, and pat - 
terns of piety. 


The prince deſired a little kingdom, in 
- which he might adminiſter juſtice in his 
oon perſon, and ſee all the parts of go- 
wernment with his own eyes; but he could 
1 . never 


VO ThE PRINCE, Ne. 


never fix the limits of his dominion, and - 
was always adding * be of is 
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„ 4.70 . „nn 
1 add 1the aſtronomer were content- ? 


WM to be driven along the ſtream of life, 


"Font e's their courſe to an park” 


. Of theſe viſhes- that they had formed 
they well knew that none could be obtain- 
ed. They deliberated a while what was 
10 be done, and reſolved, when the inun- 
n ſhould __ toreturn to-Abiſſinia. 


. 


